
URBAN ARCH K Grants Awarded 
 
Vanderbilt SCHolars in HIV and Heart, Lung, Blood, and Sleep ReSearch (V-SCHoLARS, K12) 
Alcohol-Associated Syndemic and Microbiome Evaluation in Persons Living with HIV (Chichetto) 
K12HL143956    Vanderbilt University Medical Center 8/15/18-6/30/23 
Primary Mentor: Freiberg 
The objective of this K12 is to train and mentor the next generation of HIV HLBS researchers with expertise in domains ranging from 
basic science to large population studies. As one of the supported scholars, Dr. Chichetto will investigate whether the alcohol-
associated syndemic contributes to CVD and GI dysbiosis in people with HIV. 
 
Engaging Young People who Inject Drugs into HCV and HIV Care (Assoumou) 
K23DA044085     Boston Medical Center   5/1/18–4/30/23 
Primary Mentor: Samet 
This K23 will use the ADAPT-ITT framework to modify strengths-based case management (SBCM), an evidence-based linkage to care 
intervention, to address the needs of PWID aged 18 to 30 tested for HCV and HIV at a detoxification center.  
 
Implementing Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis for HIV Prevention among People Who Inject Drugs (Bazzi) 
K01DA043412    Boston University School of Public Health  4/1/17–3/31/22 
Primary Mentors: Saitz & Drainoni 
The objectives of this K01 are to 1) identify the modifiable determinants of PrEP access and utilization among HIV-uninfected PWID 
and key informants, and 2) develop a manualized intervention to improve PrEP uptake and adherence among PWID attending a 
community-based syringe exchange program.  
 
Novel Mechanisms Driving Excess Atherosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease Risk in the Context of HIV: The Role of Liver Injury (So-
Armah) 
K01HL134147    Boston Medical Center   8/01/16–7/31/21 
Primary Mentor: Samet 
This K01 seeks to understand whether the excess risk for heart disease is caused by the high levels of liver injury often seen in HIV. 
Identifying the role that liver injury plays may have important implications for the ability to predict who is at increased risk for 
developing heart disease and finding effective ways to reduce this risk. 
 
Stigma, Risk Behaviors and Health Care Among HIV-Infected Russian People Who Inject Drugs (Lunze) 
K99DA041245    Boston Medical Center   6/01/16–5/31/18 
Primary Mentor: Samet 
In this pilot study, SCRIPT (Stigma Coping to Reduce HIV risks and Improve substance use Prevention and Treatment) data was 
examined to determine factors affecting double stigma and its role in substance use and health care utilization among HIV-infected 
PWID in Russia.  
 
Alcohol Epidemiology and Pilot Intervention to Reduce Alcohol, IPV and HIV in Women in Uganda (Wagman)  
K01AA024068     University of California Los Angeles  8/20/15–7/31/20 
Secondary Mentors: Hahn; Samet  
The purpose of this career development award is to research women with co-morbid alcohol use disorders and intimate partner 
violence (IPV) victimization, at risk for acquiring HIV (or already infected), and pilot test an HIV clinic-based alcohol and IPV reduction 
intervention.   
 
A Behavioral Intervention to Engage Emerging Adults in Addiction Treatment after Non-fatal Opioid Overdose (Bagley) 
K23DA044324    Boston Medical Center    07/01/17 – 6/30/22 
Primary Mentor: Samet  
This project will quantify time to addiction treatment or recurrent overdose for emerging adults who experience a nonfatal overdose 
and develop and pilot test an intervention for this population.  
 
Collaborative Care Office-Based Opioid Treatment for Adolescents and Young Adults   (Hadland) 
K23DA045085   Boston Medical Center   07/01/18 – 06/30/23 
Primary Mentor: Samet 
The goal of this study is to implement and iteratively improve a collaborative care office-based opioid treatment model for 
adolescents. 
 
Strategies to reduce serious bacterial infections and overdose among people who inject drugs  (Barocas) 
K01DA051684     Boston Medical Center  06/15/20 - 05/31/25 



Primary Mentor: Samet 
The goal of this project is to develop a simulation model to project the long-term injection-related bacterial infections and assess the 
long-term clinical impact of novel hospital-based interventions that directly treat or modify risk associated with the underlying OUD.  
 
Distress Tolerance and Benzodiazepine Discontinuation in Opioid Agonist Therapy  (Park) 
K23DA044321     Boston Medical Center 08/15/17 – 07/31/2 
Secondary Mentor: Samet 
The major goal of the study is to focus on developing and evaluating a distress tolerance-based treatment for benzodiazepine 
discontinuation in patients receiving opioid agonist therapies.  
 
Transmission of Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis in a South African City with a High Prevalence of HIV Infection (Berhanu)  
NIDA K08AI150352   Boston Medical Center 08/04/2020 – 07/31/2025 
Primary Mentor: Jacobson 
The goal of this project is to calculate the molecular clock of RR/MDR-TB, to identify recent TB transmission clusters or RR/MDR-TB 
and evaluate the impact of HIV status, CD4 count and antiretroviral therapy on the likelihood of transmitting TB, and to determine if 
WGS transmission cluster identification augmented with demographic and social-network data can identify non-household locations 
of recent RR/MDR-TB transmission.  
 
Improving Measurement of Alcohol Consumption among HIV-affected Youth in Sub-Saharan Africa: Evaluation and 
Implementation of Biomarkers  (Kane) 
K01AA026523     Columbia University                            05/01/2020 – 04/30/2025 
Primary Mentor: Hahn 
This study will characterize a novel alcohol biomarker, EtG, and investigate its ability to improve screening, brief intervention, and 
treatment referral programming for unhealthy alcohol use among adolescents with HIV in Zambia  
 
Understanding Alcohol Misuse and its Impact on Viral Supression in Youth Living with HIV in East Africa  (Puryear) 
K23AA029045     University of California San Francisco  09/15/2020 – 08/31/2025 
Co-Mentors: Hahn, Chamie 
The goal of this study is to improve the understanding of alcohol misuse and its impact on viral suppression among youth living with 
HIV in East Africa.   
 
Alcohol Use and High Risk Behavior among HIV-psotive Men (Woolf-King) 
K01AA021671       University of California San Francisco 09/06/13 - 08/31/2019 
Primary Mentor: Hahn  
The goal of this study is to gain a better understanding of the relationship between event-level alcohol use and high risk behavior 
among HIV-positive drinkers. These findings will help to develop a behavioral HIV prevention intervention. 
 
 


