Empire of Nations by Francine Hirsch

Major Themes and arguments:

1. The idea of Nurture over Nature. This was a key point in Soviet ideology in direct conflict
with the National Socialist movement of racial superiority. The ideological threat imposed
on the Soviet Union by Germany via their idea of race superiority advanced the Soviet
position on race, nationality, and culture.

2. The Soviet Union as a “nation building” state rather than a “nation breaker,” which it was
referred to as in the majority of text before the collapse of the USSR.

3. That the Soviet Union could have never been realized without the use of imperial expert
ethnographers from the old regime.

4. The forced development of ethnography into a Soviet research context. This led to
diluted results in the late 1930’s to make the “real” fit the ideal.

Key Words:

Narod- People

Narodnost’- defined as nationality (typically used by ethnographers)
natsional’nost- also typically defined as nationality

Natsiia- Nation

Sergeii Oldenburg-one of the original Vladimir Lenin:
ethnographers that befriended Lenin in Leader of the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia
the pre and post revolutionary era. http://www.biography.com/people/vladimir-lenin-9379007

http://www.prlib.ru/en-us/History/Pages/ltem.aspx?itemid=927



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.prlib.ru%2Fen-us%2FHistory%2FPages%2FItem.aspx%3Fitemid%3D927&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE8tEUrKCSNdXFLPNWEkJjhQW7wfw

Joseph Stalin:
http://historicalwallpapers.blogspot.com/2011/04/joseph-stalin-1878-1953.html
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“We will smite the kulak who agitates for “Throw the Kulaks out of the Kolkhozes!”

reducing cultivated acreage” http://www.soviethistory.org/images/Large/1929/kulaksout.jpg
http://www.soviethistory.org/images/Large/1929/pi170.jpg



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fhistoricalwallpapers.blogspot.com%2F2011%2F04%2Fjoseph-stalin-1878-1953.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHvLTQv8h_AYGcOrA0KB7IF2Y_7cw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.soviethistory.org%2Fimages%2FLarge%2F1929%2Fkulaksout.jpg&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFD9W5I6t9ag0JB4WnYnFrNcOK9Yg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.soviethistory.org%2Fimages%2FLarge%2F1929%2Fpi170.jpg&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFItXlc74O61d0rfrFQ8taPqQp-SA
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Images show Stalin with a multi-national group, cultural activities of different Soviet national groups, nationalities receiving
education, various nationalities marching arm in arm under a banner calling for the brotherhood of nationalities in the Soviet

Union.
http://www.soviethistory.org/images/Large/1936/RUSU1900.jpg



http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.soviethistory.org%2Fimages%2FLarge%2F1936%2FRUSU1900.jpg&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHz-QZI6yh5lfXYFFReMQotJJeCWA
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Promotional Poster for 1937 Census HAC EAEHMA PACLIHPERHR
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Promotional Poster for the 1926 Census
http://demoscope.ru/weekly/2006/0267/img/1926.jpg
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50 years of the Tajik Soviet Socialist Republic and the Communist Party of Tajikistan." This poster shows a man holding land

with the decree on nationalization of land behind him and a woman holding a wreath of grain and flowers in front of the Tajik
Republic flag.

http://www.soviethistory.org/images/Large/1936/RUSU2264.29.ipg
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