
The commonwealth of Mi!Ssachusetts 

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND FIVE 

AN A CT PROVIDING INCENTIVES TO THE MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as/allows: 

SECTION I. Section 6 of Chapter 62 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2002 
OfficiafEdition, is hereby amended by adding the following subsection:-,-
(l)(a) For the purposes of this subsection, unless the context clearly requires otherwise, 
the following words shall have the following meanings: -

I\ "Motion picture", a feature-length film, direct-to-video, made for television movie, a 
J televisiqn series defined as a season not to exceed 27 episodes, or a commercial made in 

t),e commonwealth, in whole or in part, for theatrical or television viewing or as a 
television pilot. The tenn "motion picture" shall not include a production featuring news, 
current events, weather and financial market reports, talk show, game show, sporting 
events, awards show or other gala event, a production whose sole purpose is fundraising, 
a long-fonn production that primarily markets a product or service, a production 
containing obscene material or perfonnances as defined by law. 
"Motion picture production company", a company or group of related companies 
engaged in the business of producing motion pictures, videos, television series, or 
commercials intended for a theatrical release or for television viewing. The tenn "motion 
picture production company" shall not mean or include any company owned, affiliated, 
or controlled, in whole or in part, by any company or person which is in default on a loan 
made by the commonwealth or a loan guaranteed by the commonwealth. 
"Massachusetts production expense", a production expense for the motion picture dearly 
and demonstrably incurred in the commonwealth. 
"Principal photography", the phase of production during which the motion picture is 
actually filmed. Said term shall not include preproduction or postproduction. 
"Production expense", or "production cost" preproduction, production and 
postproduction expenditures directly incurred in the production of a motion picture. Said 

h tenn includes but is not limited to wages and salaries paid to individuals employed in the 
J production of the motion picture; the costs of set construction and operation, editing and

related services, photography, sound synchronization, lighting, wardrobe, make-up and 
accessories; film pr6cessing, transfer, sound mixing, special and visual effects� music, if 
performed, composed or recorded by a Massachusetts musician; location fees and the 
cost of purchase or rental of facilities and equipment or any other production expense as 
may be detennined by the Department of Revenue to be an eligible production expense. 
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