TO: Professor Kealy
FROM: Thomas Hardy

DATE: 9/30/2009

RE: Legislative History Project

For my legislative history project, I worked on Chapter 58 of the Acts of 2009.  Its title is “An Act Prohibiting Health Care Facilities from Charging for Certain Services.”  The legislative history for the bill is found under House Number 4145.  Originally, the act was passed as Section 76 of the General Appropriations Bill (Chapter 27 of the Acts of 2009).  The legislative history for that bill is found under House Number 4129.  Section 76 was vetoed by the Governor because the legislature neglected to include a provision which would make it effective immediately.  Without this provision, Section 76 would take effect with the rest of the Appropriations Bill on October 1, 2012.  This is described in House No. 4139 – Amendment H.  After the Governor’s amendment was received, the House and Senate adopted the amendment on 7/29/2009 and adopted an emergency preamble on 7/30/2009.  The only modification to the bill was a provision stating: “this act shall take effect as of July 1, 2009”.   With the new provision, the Governor signed the bill into law on 8/4/2009.  

My attempts at finding information through various House Committees and the Governor’s office failed.  The House Health Care Finance Committee had no information on the bill because it came out of an Appropriations Bill.  The House Ways and Means Committee had no information on the bill beyond what was provided on the internet.  The research I spoke with said the provision was “not contentious” and did not receive any real publicity.  The House Committee On Bills in the Third Reading did not make any revisions to the bill and had no information beyond what was on the internet.  The Governor’s office, similarly, provided no information beyond what was already available.  In addition, I attended the State House Library.  There, a librarian helped me find the text of House No. 4139 but could help me find any information not readily available on the internet.  


In addition to the above research, I attempted to find press releases, news reports, and articles on LexisNexis, Westlaw, and statehousenews.com.  After over two hours of searching, I still had no results.  My guess is that, as a small portion of an appropriations bill, there is not much available information.  In addition, the section was apparently very uncontroversial.   

However, I was able to gather House and Senate Journals from Mass.gov and session information from statehousenews.gov.  Both sources provided references to votes on Chapter 58 and Chapter 27 (the bill which contained the original provision).   

Information Enclosed:

Folder: Governor’s Amendment

Contents: (1) House No 4139 - Attachment H.doc, (2) House No 4139.pdf

Both were retrieved from www.mass.gov/legis
House No 4139 – Attachment H.doc contains the excerpted Attachment (only 2 pages) while the full version of the governor’s budget amendments span 59 pages.  Only the information in Attachment H is relevant to Chapter 58.  

Folder: House and Senate Sessions from State House News 

Contents: (1) House Session 6-19-09.doc, (2) House Session - 7-28-09.doc, (3) House Session - 7-29-09.doc, (4) Senate Session - 6-19-09.doc, (5) Senate Session - 7-28-09.doc, (6) Senate Session - 7-29-09.doc
All were retrieved from www.statehousenews.com
June 19, 2009 is the date that the provision was initially enacted as Section 76 of the General Appropriations Bill.  On July 28, 2009, the Governor’s amendment was adopted in both the House and the Senate.  Finally, on July 29, 2009, the emergency preamble (which modified the effective date) was adopted.  All of the sessions contain useful information on the votes which took place that day.  
Folder: House and Senate Journals from Mass.gov
Contents: (1) House Journal - 06-19-09.pdf, (2) House Journal - 07-28-09.pdf, (3) House Journal - 07-29-09.pdf, (4) Senate Journal - 07-28-09.doc, (5) Senate Journal - 07-29-09.doc
All were retrieved from www.mass.gov/legis
The journals coincide with the same dates as the House and Senate Sessions.  They provide more information on the voting.  
Folder: Text of Statutes and Legislative History
Contents: (1) CHAPTER 27 OF THE ACTS OF 2009 - Portion Amended in Chapter 58.doc, (2) CHAPTER 27 OF THE ACTS OF 2009.doc, (3) CHAPTER 58 OF THE ACTS OF 2009.doc, (4) House 4129.doc, (5) House 4145.doc
All were retrieved from www.mass.gov/legis
“CHAPTER 27 OF THE ACTS OF 2009 - Portion Amended in Chapter 58.doc” has the relevant excerpted portion of CHAPTER 27 – the original Section 76.  Chapter 58 contains the amended Section 76- Now Chapter 58. House 4129.doc contains the simple legislative history of Chapter 27 and House 4145.doc contains the simple legislative history of Chapter 58.  
