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at the antifreeze. Unfortunately, antifreeze can also be used to intentionally poison

pets.

A national survey reported that 2 out of 3 veterinarians see at least one ethylene
glycol poisoning a year. A survey of 21 Nevada veterinary clinics revealed 78 cases
of ethylene glycol poisonings, with 67 fatalities, while 13 California veterinary

clinics reported 136 cases of antifreeze poisoning in 2001, with 107 deaths.

Nine states: Arizona, California, Maine, New Mexico, Oregon, Tennessee,
Vermont, Virginia and Washington, already have statutes requiring that a bittering
agent be added to antifreeze to make it unpalatable for children and animals. The
American Academy of Pediatrics, American Veterinary Medical Association, the
Pet Food Institute, The American Association of Poison Control Centers, the
American Medical Association, the National Safety Council and the American

Journal of Public Health all recommend adding an aversive agent to antifreeze.

We urge Massachusetts lawmakers to make your state the next to take steps to

ensure the safety of both children and pets from this avoidable danger.
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