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CommITTEE ON Wars & Means

MASSACHUSETTS SENATE .

State House, Boston, MA 02133-1007

Raom 212
TeL (817} 722‘ 1540

SEII\JlATOR Fax (617) 722~ |1078
STEPHEN M. BREWER STEPHEN. BHEWER@MASENATE cov

CHMH WA, MASENATE GOV

WORCESTER. H;‘A_MPDEN.
" HAMPSHIRE AND FRANKLIN
f it DISTRICT,

i
F

May 23, 2011

t

James E. Timitly, Senate Chair PR
lJ oint Committee on Public. Safety and Homeland Security !
State House, Room 507

Boston, MA 01233 ! l

Harold P. Naughton, House Chair b

Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security !
!:State rlouse, Room 167 g f ;
tBoston, MA 02133 irl g

l

[Dear Chairmen: . E
§

I am writing in support of Senate Bill 1188, “An Act to include call/volunteer firefighters on thtlz
:Massachusetts Fire Training Council,” which is pending before your committee. g i
This bill seeks to bring equity to the memberships that represent our firefighters. Volunteer |
;f' refighters serve small towns across the Commonwealth and prowde an invaluable pubhc
'serv1ce at no to little cost. Without them, ;the safety of our towns would be compromlsed
Cak!/volunteer firefighters often have different needs than full time firefighters, but w1thout
represcntatlon these needs may not be met despite their dlhgence tofprovide the same level of
serwce As such, they deserve representatlon on the Massachusetts il*lre ‘I'raining Councii.
}cncourage you to review S1188 and release it with a favorable report. |

L

Sincerely,

t#lhank you for your time and attention to this matter. ) i
B
I
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY;

IBill Summary ¥

Bill Number: S 01188 .
| L

Name: An Act to Include Call/ Volunteer Firefighters on the Mdssachusetts Fire L b

Trammg Council :

;'Sponsor(s): Sen. Brewer
i

_Hearing Date: !
i H

Similar Bills: i

Prior History: Re-file of § 922 of 2009-2010 !

1 /2072009 Referred to the Joint Committee on Public Safety and ‘Homeland Security !

1/20/2009 House Concurred ; |
9/ 13/2010 Accompanied a study order, see 52619 ’ |
E

!

Current Law: Mass. Gen. Laws. ch. 6, §164 (2000) establishes the Massachusetts F1re
il"ralmng Council in the Department of Fire Services, within the Executive Office of
IPubhc Safety. The Council consists of ten members and is comprlsed of the chief fire |
warden; the secretary of public safety; the director of the Massachusetts Firefighting ' '
IAcadem ; and ten members appointed by the Governor, 1nclud1ng 4 fire chiefs (one [
representmg a fully paid fire department; one representing a partlally paid part-call f11;é
department one representing a full-call fire department; and one representing a ! |
icommumi:y from Metro Fire District 13.) The remaining membeérs include 1 fire
‘department training instructor; 1 fire preVention inspector; 2 professmnal firefighters; !
and 2 citizens of the Commonwealth. !

tSummary of Proposed Law: S. 922 amends ch. 6, §164 by incregésing Massachusetts
Fire Training Council to twelve members, two of whom would be selected from a list i
prov1ded by the Massachusetts Call/ Volunteer Firefighters Association.

I
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!
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Katz, jana {SEN) i

g

bigmac2797 @aol.com o
Wednesday, May 18, 2011 7:38 PM

Timilty, James {SEN) |
S5.1188 . I
oy a ' !
. ’\Q\’L’OV i\ I
- * A i
The Honorable James E. Timilty “ ,
Room 3507 ! .
Statehouse *
Boston!MA. 02133 .

Dear Senator Timilty; i

My name is'Paul A. Mac Pherson and | reside in Seekonk, Ma. | was a Call Firefighter/ E.M.T. on the Seekonk Flre
Department for 28 1/2 years retiring in March of 2002. | am writing to let you know of my
I
strong support of 5. 1188 a bill that would include two Call! Volunteer Firefighters on_ the Massachusetts Fire: Trammg
Council! 1
It

{,in the past, have attended training sessions at the Fire Academy These trainings were very informative and well taught.
| feel thiat there should be two Callf Volunteer Firefighters on this committee as they work ’ b

I E b ‘§ =
side by S|de and hand in hand with full time firefighters and | am sure that they would have valid input as to tra|n||r|19 and S0
forth. . il

Call/ Volunteer Firefighters fight the same type of fires and run into the same type of Tescue situations and so forth as full
@'\e flreflghters Cali/Volunteer Firefighters shouid not be treated as seond class cmzens in

the Commonwealth. .

L}
Thank you very much for your attention to this matter and | hope you will give STRONG support to this bill,
H h

Sincerely

LT e e

bigmac2797 @aocl.com

A AT &

E !
|
Paul A, [Mac Pherson .
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Katz, Jana (SEN) S i1

” .

F rom t gordongmdch@comcast.net [
Wednesday, May 18, 2011 7:59 AM
Timilty, James (SEN)

ubJect Support Call/Volunteer Firefighters

GordoﬁlHughes

46 Walnut Street
Sharon, MA 02067-1950
I’l

May 18, 2011
d

The Hénorable James E. Timilty
Massachusetts Senate
Massagpusetts State Senate
Boston, MA 02133

Tamrald BEON amc R

Dear Senator Timilty: .
|
As a call/volunteer firefighter, I ask that you please attend the Public Safety Commlttee
Hearlng on Thursday, May 19, 2011 at 1PM and testify in support of An Act to Include ,| * :
Call/Volunteer Firefighters on the Fire Training Council. 0
This legislation, HO3169 and 501188, would add two call/volunteer firefighters to the
Massachusetts Fire Training Council. Currently, there are no call/volunteer flreflghters on
the Tralnlng Council even though the Training Council sets tra1n1ng and professmnalﬂ
tandards for call/volunteer firefighters. It is long overdue For call/volunteer ,i
L 1ref1ghters to have a seat at the table where their training and professional *standardsiare
determiined. o ThR
Massachusetts is much more reliant upon call/volunteer flreflghters ‘than many people
believe. About 48% of all of the firefighters in Massachusetts are call/volunteer 31
F1reflghters More than 10@ communities rely entirely upon call/volunteer fire departments
and about 160 communities use a combination of career flreflghtegs and call/volunteer;

flreflghters r
The Massachusetts Fire Training Council, is made up of two career firefighters, fourifire
chlefs (one from a career department, one from a Metro Boston department one from a ] .

comblnatlon department and one from a call/volunteer department), one fire 1nspector,]one
fire 1nstructor, two citizens, the Chief Forest Warden, the D1rector of the Fire Academy and
the Secretary of Public Safety. It is unfair and disenfranchising to the volunteern Flre
serv1ce to be excluded from the Training Council.
Call/volunteer firefighters should be equally represented on theitouncil alongside career
flreflghters '|

“ Some people who oppose the inclusion of call/volunteer firefighters argueithat
call/volunteer firefighters are adequately represented by the call/volunteer chief and the
combination fire department chief on the Training Council. However, when pressed on %hls
p01nt! many of these same people don t feel that the career chief, metro chief and |
comblnatlon chief are adequate to represent career firefighters ellmlnatlng the need .for the
career firefighters on the Training Council.
The reallty is that rank and file volunteers or volunteer company officers would brlng a.
d1ffeqent perspective to the Training Council that the chiefs lack Both career and |
volunteer firefighters can add an important dimension to the Counc1l and should serve,

gether
399 i Other people who oppose this legislation claim that adding call/volunteer;,
firefighters to the Training Council would destroy fire training in the Commonwealth!%fcause
1

| | i




W i “h -
i : « bl b

B s 1K
call/vglunteer firefighters don t want to train. This argument is btnk. Every flréflghter,
career, call or volunteer, should be trained to National Fire Protection Association PI
(NFPA)Istandards The reason I want call/volunteer representatlon on the Fire Tralnlng
Counc11 is to improve fire training and bring the volunteer fire 'service in Massachusetts up

B £ W s Bam R mames RO M KA o I—| -

to national standards.
' rl Please support call/volunteer firefighters and testify in support of these two
bills. : 1
g 1
| |

Sincerely,

GordoﬁuHughes
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Shield, Patrick (SEN) Ei i
5 E ]
d.sullivan.jr@comcast.net ﬂ
Tuesday, May 17, 2011:3:14 F’M ol
A0 Timilty, James (SEN) i
Subject: Support Call/Volunteer Firefighters ! A
b
] t . .1
David Sulllvan, r E
174 County St ;
Seekonk MA 02771-5685 .

May 17, 2011 E

Massachusetts Senate
Massaqhusetts State Senate
Boston! MA ©2133

I

|
! . 1
Dear Senator Timilty: | {

The Honorable James E. Timilty i

As a call/volunteer firefighter, I ask that you please attend the'jPublic Safety cOmmltEee
Hearlng on Thursday, May 19, 2011 at 1PM and testify in support of An Act :to Include ii -
Call/Volunteer Firefighters on the Fire Training Council.

Th1s legislation, HO3169 and 501188, would add two call/volunteer firefighters to!the
Massachusetts Fire Training Council. Currently, there are no call/volunteer firefighters on
smihe Tralnlng Council even though the Tra1n1ng Council sets tra1n1ng and professional
dtandards for call/volunteer firefighters. It is long overdue for call/volunteer

Flrefighters to have a seat at the table where their training andiprofe551ona1 standards ‘are
detertiined. . ‘ ki

Massachusetts is much more reliant upon call/volunteer Flreflghters than many people
believe. About 40% of all of the firefighters in Massachusetts are call/volunteer f
flreflghters More than 188 communities rely entirely upon call/volunteer fire departments
and about 160 communities use a combination of career f1ref1ghters and call/volunteerh -
f1ref1ghters !

The Massachusetts Fire Training Council is made up of two career flreflghters,”four fire
chief$ {one from.a career department, one from a Metro Boston department one from a [l E
combination department and one from a call/volunteer department), cne fire 1nspect0r,hone*
fire 1nstructor, two citizens, the Chief Forest Warden, the Dlrector of the Fire Academy and
the Secretary of Public Safety. It is unfair and d15enfranch151ng to the volunteer Flre
service to:be excluded from the Training Council. |
Ca11/volunteer firefighters should be equally represented on the council alongside career
flreflghters. " y

Some people who oppose the inclusion of call/volunteer firefighters argdegthat
call/volunteer firefighters are adequately represented by the call/volunteer chief andlthe
combination fire department chief on the Training Council. However, when pressed on thist
point, Imany of these same people don t feel that the career chief, metro chief and o
comblnftlon chief are adequate to represent career firefighters e11m1nat1ng the need For the
career; firefighters on the Training Council.

The reality is that rank and file volunteers or volunteer company:officers would bringla
dlfferent perspective to the Training cOunc11 that the chiefs lack. Both career and :
2 olunteer firefighters can add an important dimension to the Council and should serve!
;;ogether 1
' Other people who oppose this legislation claim that adding call/volunteerk
firefighters to the Training Council would destroy fire training in the Commonwealth B?cause
1

. i
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call/volunteer firefighters don t want to traln This argument is blnk .. Every flreflg ter, |
-career” call or volunteer, should be tra1ned to Mational Fire Protectlon Assoc1at10n H] i .
(NFPA) standards The reason .I want cail/volunteer representat1on on the Fire Tralnlng .3 k
Council 15 to improve fire tra1n1ng and?bring the volunteer fire 'service in Massachusetts up
@- natlonal standards.. c - | !5 1 i i
‘ ' Please support call/volunteer flr‘eflghter‘s and testify 1n support of these:tw 1 1
bills !l i !
j % ! i
. (5 i I-
Sincerely, ?‘ i ; }
) F i o
; : i |
| | 0 N
David Sulllvan, Ir . | i Eg E ;
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| COMMI'ITEE ON. PUBLIC SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY

I

N
| Harold P. Naughton, Jr. James E. Timjlty y
| House Chairman Senate Chairman !
; Public Hearing
n DATE: May 19, 2011 |
| _ TIME: 1-5 PM ,
" PLACE: Room A-2 !
| BILLS TO BE HEARD |
| HOUSE
H00664- An Act relative to kayak safety (Straus) .
H01580- An Act pertaining to firefighter training (Walsh) '
4 H02389- An Act regarding the certification and training of fire service personnel
(Coppinger)
& H02909- An Act relative to criminal justice training regarding persons with autism i
spectrum disorder (Brodeur) P )
9 HO3169- An Act placing on call and volunteer firefighters on the Massachusetts Fire
Training Council (Frost)
] ' I
SENATE - ‘ X
e S01188- An Act to include call/ volunteer firefighters on the Massachusetts Fire Traxmnlg
’I Council (Brewer) ) Fi
o 501197- An Act relative to criminal justice training regarding persons with autism
spectrum disorder (Clark) I‘
l[ 501199- An Act relative to training law enforcement in dealmg with individuals suffermg
| from mental illness (Creem) i f
$ S01220- An Act relative to cognitive behavioral training (Moore) ' l
s S01221- An Act relative to the safety of police, fire and medical personnel (Moore)
# S01250- An Act relative to process piping (Tumlty) ) I
0501258- An Act relative to police training (Timilty) {
® S501866- An Act creating the police fire safety equipment fund (Knap1k) !
. 1
!
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY AND HOMELAND SECURITY|!

Bill Summary I
| i
Bill Number: H 3169 \ t

Name An Act Placing On-Call and Volunteer Firefighters on the Massachusetts Fire
Tralmng Council ¥ i

!
|| |
Sponsor(s): Representative Paul Frost 3 I
[ 1
Hearing Date: My 19 2011 !;

|
Similar Bills: S 1188

Pl"lOl‘ History: Re-file of H 2225
1 /20/2009 Referred to the Joint Committee on Public Safety and'Homeland Security | !
ill /10/2010 Accompanied a study order, see H5066 K
"'Current Law: Massachusetts General Law Chapter 6 Section 164 establishes the '
:Massachusetts Fire Training Council. The Council consists of the chief fire warden; the
secretary of public safety; the director of the Massachusetts Flreflghtlng Academy; and i
ten other members, including: 4 fire chiefs (one representing a fully paid fire dept.; one |
representmg a partially paid part-call fire dept.; one representmg a full-call fire Ia'
'department and one representing a community from Metro Fire District 13.) The
rernalmng members include 1 fire dept. training instructor; 1 f1re : prevention inspector;;|
2 professional firefighters; and 2 citizens. i’i
Summary of Proposed Law: H 3169 would mandate that two members be appointed £o!
the council from a list of four submitted by the Massachusetts Call/ Volunteer i
| Flreflghter Association. It would also change the number of othér members appointed, ]

from ten to twelve. t |
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: i
| HOUSE DOCKET, NO.03513  FILED ON: 01/21/2011 !
HO USE [ J LJ L L ] * L * L} L ] L] L] * . L J [ ] NO. 0316!!;9
, = Ii :
The Conmmonwealth of Massachusetts
| PRESENTED BY: E
Paul K. Frost I
J ]
I To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in General !
, Court assembled: . l
1
The undersigned legislators and/or citizens respectfully petition for the passage of the accompanying bill:?
An Act placing on call and volunteer firefighters on the Massachuse:tts Fire Training Council,
. |
) PETITION OF: € ¥
. ik
NAME: DISTRICT/ADDRESS: i
l\Jennifer E. Benson _ 37th Middlesex v |
{Todd M. Smola 15t Hampden : ’ i;!
HDavid Vieira, 3rd Barnstable !
W Stephen Kulik Ist Franklin
[| Gailanne Cariddi ' [V Ist Berkshire
Hanne M. Gobi 5th Worcester i
d Denise Andrews 2nd Franklin : ’
|| Viriato Manuel deMacedo Ist Plymouth I
i Randy Hunt _ 5th Barnstable .
| Angelo J. Puppolo, Jr. 12th Hampden !
1John W Scibak _ 2nd Hampshire I
Kimberly Ferguson 1st Worcester | '
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HOUSE . . ......... . No. 03169

M
lBv Mr. Frost of Auburn, a petition (accomparied by bill, House, No. 3169) of Andrews and ! |
others Jor legislation to include call und volunteer fire fighters as members of the Massuchusetts
=F ire Training Council Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security. !
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[SIMILAR MATTER FILED IN PREVIOUS SESSION -
’ SEE HOUSE, NO. 2225 OF 2009-2010. ]
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The Commaontvealth of Hlassachusetts.

In the Year Two ‘Fhousand Eleven o 1

jAn Act placing on call and volunteer firefighters on the Massac/msetts:F ire Training Counci! ¥ :

_ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and hy the authorzty
oj the same, us follows:

—

Section 164 of Chapter 6 of the Massachusetts General Laws, as '1ppear1ng in the 2000 0fﬁc1al’

o

. . [
’Edmon is hereby amended'in line 6 by striking the word “ten” and inserting in its place the yvgrd

[P ]

“twelve”. It is hereby further amended by adding at the end of the ﬁrs{ paragraph the

4 {following:— ; two of whom shall be selected from a list of four nameé submitted by the
i '

By
{Massachusetts Call/Volunteer Firefighters Association. ]




