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‘SENATE « « « « « « « No.178

{ By Ms. Creem. a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 178) of
Uynthia S. Creem and Dianne Wilkerson for legislation to provide
*ieess Lo forensic and scientific analysis obtained in the investigation of
Fierime. Criminal Justice.

The Commonwealth of Magsachusetts

i In the Year Two Thousand and Three.

| 14 ACT TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO FORENSIC AND SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
sirt assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. The general court hereby finds and declares that
forensic and scientific techniques are often used to unalyze evi-
'} dence or biological material obtained during the investigation of a
crime, and, as these techniques become more accurate, their use
L can, in some cases, conclusively establish a person’s guilt or inno-
cence, or otherwise provide significant probative evidence. It is
further found that as these techniques have improved, they have
i allowed analyses of earlier obtained evidence or biological mate-
rials and that in some circumstances, modern techniques can be
used to demonstrate that a conviction that predates the develop-
i ment of such techniques was based on incorrect factual findings,
and these forensic and scientific techniques provide a more reli-
able basis for establishing a factually correct verdict than the evi-
dence available at the time of the original conviction. It is further
i found that in recent years, there have been a significant number of
il cxonerations based on the results of newly developed forensic and

* scientific techniques. Therefore, the purpose of this chapter is to
¥ remedy the injustice of wrongful convictions of factually innocent
4 persons by allowing access to analyses of biological material with
A newer forensic and scientific techniques.
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10 SENATE — No. 178 [January 1068
313 Any appeal from such an order shall be claimed by filing o noiig
314 of appeal within 30 days of the court’s entry of the written oy
315 upon the docket. *
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