
AN ACT REDUCING GANG VIOLENCE. 

Whereas, The defeJTed operation of this act would tend to defeat its purpose, which is to 
forthwith reduce gang violence in the commonwealth, therefore, it is hereby declared to 
be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public safety and 
convenience. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, 
and by the authority of the same as follows: 

SECTION 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by adding after chapter 263, the 
following chapter:-

CHAPTER 263A. 
WITNESS PROTECTION IN CRIMINAL MATTERS 

Section 1. For the purposes of this chapter, the following words shall have the following 
meanings:-

"Board", the witness protection board established in section 2. 

"Prosecuting officer", the attorney general or a district attorney from each county. 

"Critical witness", any person who is paiticipating in a criminal investigation, or has 
received a subpoena or who is reasonably expected to give testimony that is, in the 
judgment of the prosecuting officer, essential to a criminal investigation or proceeding or 
such person's relatives, guardians, friends or associates who ai·e reasonably endangered 
by such person's participation in the criminal investigation or proceeding. 

Section 2. There is hereby established a witness protection board within the executive 
office of public safety consisting of the secretary of public safety, the attorney general, 
the auditor, a chief of police appointed by the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police 
Association, and a district attorney appointed by the Massachusetts District Attorney's 
Association, or any member's respective designees. The board shall oversee the 
commonwealth's witness protection program and coordinate the eff01ts of state, county 
and law enforcement agencies to protect the health, safety and welfare of witnesses 
including, but not limited to, the administration and approval of funding for witness 
protection services. The board shall promulgate rules and regulations for the 
administration of the commonwealth's witness protection program and establish 
procedures to maximize federal funds for witness protection services. 

Section 3. In any criminal investigation or proceeding, the prosecuting officer with 
jurisdiction over the investigation or proceeding may file a petition with the board 
requesting witness protection services for a critical witness if the prosecuting officer 
certifies that such witness's participation in the investigation or proceeding places the 
witness at risk of harm including, but not limited to, intimidation or retaliatory 
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