
SUMMARY OF ANTI-GANG BILL AS AMENDED IN THE SENATE 

• Adds an emergency preamble.

• Creates a Witness Protection Board within the Executive Office of Public Safety to
consist of the Secretary of Public Safety or his designee; the Attorney General or
his designee; the Auditor or his designee; a District Attorney appointed by the
Massachusetts District Attorneys Association; and a Chief of Police appointed by
the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association.

• Establishes a Witness Protection Program to assist law enforcement officials in
protecting the health, safety and welfare of witnesses and their family members.

• Appropriates $2 million for the operation of the Witness Protection Program.

• Designates a liaison to work with federal government to maximize witness
protection measures.

• Provides that a prosecutor or law enforcement agency that determines that an
imminent threat to a witness's safety exists may take specified temporary action
necessary to protect the witness and such costs may be reimbursed by the witness
protection board. Protection services may include:

► Armed protection or esc01t, surveillance or periodic visits prior, during or
subsequent to a criminal proceeding

► Relocation to an alternate residence
► Payment of housing or basic living expenses
► Petition for a protective order against a person who is a threat to a witness.

• Provides that the witness protection board shall oversee the witness protection
program and reimburse prosecutors for program expenses via applications which
comply with the board's regulations and guidelines.

• Exempts records of the witness protection board from. the public records law and
certain functions of the board from the open meeting law.

• Punishes whoever knowingly discloses information relative to the witness
protection program if such disclosure poses the risk of harm to a program
participant or the disclosure of a program pmticipant, or which jeopardizes the
objectives of the program by up to 2 ½ years in the house of correction.

• Requires the witness protection board to make an annual report to the House and
Senate Ways and Means Committees and the Joint Committee on Criminal Justice
on the fiscal and operational status of the program.

• Applies penalties of pe1jury to any defendant who has knowingly made two or more
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