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The AAMR Definition of Mental Retardation

Mental retardation is a disability characterized by significant
limitations both in intellectual functioning and in adaptive
behavior as-expressed in conceptual, social, and practical
adaptive skills.

This disability originates before age 18.

New York State:
Office of Mental Retardation & Developmental Disabilities
(25 years ago name was changed)

Developmental disabilities are a variety of conditions.that:
become apparent during childhood and cause mental or physical 4
limitation. These conditions include autism, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, Ei
mental retardation, and other neurological impairments.

California:
Department of Developmental Services

These disabilities include mental retardation, cerebral’
palsy, epilepsy, autism, and disabling conditions closely related
to mental retardation or requiring similar treatment.

Wisconsin: )
Bureau of Long-Term Support

This department covers everything from mental
retardation to elder services. The state recently created this new
department (2006) and it has been divided by age not disability.




NEW YORK:

135,000 people with developmental disabilities are receiving services in
New York State as of February 2004.

Call legislator mental health & hygene in NY state to get further
information

CALIFORNIA:

Mental Retardation
Mental Retardation is characterized by significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning (i.e., an™®
1Q of approximately 70 or below} with concurrent deficits or impairments in adaptive functioning.
Cerebral Palsy
Cerebral Palsy includes two types of motor dysfunction: {1} nonprogressive lesion or discrder in the brain
occurring during intrauterine life or the perinatal period and characterized by paralysis, spasticity, or
abnormal control of movement or posture, slich as poor coordination or tack of balance, which is manifest
prior to two or three years of age, and {2} other significant motor dysfunction appearing prior to age 18.; g
Autism
Autism is a neurodevelopmental disorder with multiple causes or origins. It is defined as a syndrome
causing gross and sustained impairment in social interaction and communication with restricted and
stereotyped patterns of behavior, interests, and activities that appear prior to the age of three. Specific
symptoms may include impaired awareness of others, lack of social or emotional reciprocity, failure to
develop peer relationships appropriate to developmental level, delay or absence of spoken language and
abnormal nonverbal communication, stereotyped and repetitive language, idiosyncratic language,
impaired imaginative play, insistence on sameness (e.g., nonfunctional routines or rituals), and i
stereotyped and repetitive motor mannerisms.
Epilepsy
Epilepsy is defined as recurrent, unprovoked seizures.
Other Developmental Disabilities
Other Developmental Disabilities are those handicapping conditions similar to mental retardation that
require treatment (i.e., care and managemenl) similar to that required by individuals with mental
retardation. This does not include handicapping conditions that are solely psychlatrlc or physical in = &
nature. The handicapping conditions must occur before age 18, result in a substantial handicap, be likely
to continue indefi nltely, and involve brain damage or dysfunctlon Examples of conditions might includé’
intracranial neoplasms, degenerative brain disease or brain damage associated with accidents. '

"a disability which originates before an individual attains age 18, continues, or can be expected to
continue, indefinitely, and constitutes a substantial disability for that individual. As defined by the Director of .
Developmental Services, in consultation with the Superintendent of Public Instruction, this term shall include
mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and autism. This term shall also inciude disabling conditions found to
be closely related to mental retardation or to require treatment similar to that required for mentally retarded r
individuals, but shall not include other handicapping conditions that are solely physical in nature.”

Infants and teddlers {age 0 to 36 months) who are at risk of becoming developmentally disabled or who have a
developmental delay may also qualify for services. The criteria for determining the eligibility of infants and toddlers
is specified in Section 95014 of the California Government Code:

§

The term "eligible infant or toddler” for the purposes of this title means infants and toddlers from birth through two
years of age, for whom a need for early intervention services, as specified in the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act {20 U.S.C. Sec. 1471 et seq.) and applicable regulations, is documented by means of assessment
and evaluation as required in Sections 95016 and 95018 and who meet one of the following criteria:
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(1) Infants and toddlers with a developmental delay in one or more of the following five areas: cognitivet
development; physical and motor development, including vision and hearing; communication
development; social or emotional development; or adaptive development. Developmentally delayed
infants and toddlers are those who are determined to have a significant difference between the expected
level of development for their age and their current level of functioning. This determination shall be made
by qualified personnel who are recognized by, or part of, a multidisciplinary team, including the parents!

{2) Infants and toddlers with established risk conditions, who are infants and toddlers with conditions ofs,
known eticlogy or conditions with established harmful developmental consequences. The conditions shall
be diagnosed by a qualified personnel recognized by, or part of, a multidisciplinary team, including the ,
parents. The condition shall be certified as having a high probabitity of leading to developmental delay if
the delay is not evident at the time of diagnosis.

(3) Infants and toddlers who are at high risk of having substantial developmental disability due to a
combination of biomedical risk factors, the presence of which is diagnosed by qualified clinicians =
recognized by, or part of, a multidisciplinary team, including the parents. 2

WISCONSIN:

Beth Wroblewski 608-266-7469 wroblmbm@dhss.stste.wi.us

www.dhfs.wisconsin.gov




