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Governor Patrick

Well welcome everyone | am very pieased lo be joined by President Murray, by Speaker DiMas!, by
Secretary Burke:, by the ‘members of the House and Senate who are here. To aII of you, fo sing a bill that
sirikes an appropriate belance between the freedom of choice and the freedom of expression. We had, for a
long time now, asenesoflaws that have been moslly un-enforceable to enable women to get the reproductive
heaith services to wmch they are entitled and to which they so desperately need. We have had to find a
‘better balance than the cunent past law allowed so there was not the level of harassment and intimidation in
the exercise of that ngl:nll but, so there was also a reasonable opportunity for peopie who have a different view
to express that view. We believe that with the legislation, we have struck that better balance. The freedom of
choice is secure herel this Commonwealth, and we are all proud of that and we mean for it to be exercised
without intimidation anr.t harassment. We also mean to respect the reasonable right to express themselves of
peo'ple who have a dlﬂ'erent view. | want to say thank you to the main sponsors of this bill, Senators Fargo
and Chandler and Tmllny and Tisel, all of whom are here. Representative Walsh could not be here,
Representative Sclomra? showed great leadership indeed, as all here did. They championed this bill and got
it through our legls!alure with averwhelming support. | also want to recognize and thank the Planned
Parenthood League of Massachuseus NARAL Pro Choice Massachusetts, the Massachusetts chapter of the
National Orgamzatlon for Women, and the Massachusetls Women's Political Caucus for pushing so hard to
get this done and for their continued advocacy for women's heatth and the ﬂghg to choose.

Senate President Humy

it's amazing, a few shorl years when we did the first clinic, the first Buffer Zone Bill, there was great
constemation, and Ihemwasqreatdebateandﬂnerewasgraatwonyabmﬂwheﬁmwewerewkmg people's
mmwwmmammmmmmwmmmmvwmmmm
everyone got it. Muﬂemtarﬂﬂmyouhavehmveﬁeedomdnmmemmm&eedmndspeech
but you can't pose yourlpamwtar brand of freedom on somebody else. So you should all be commended on
your efforts to ensure that the health and rights of women and healthcare providers remain a priority. And |
atso want to thank Senatons Timilty, Chandler, and Fargo and Senators for thetr hard work on the bill. Patients
havemenghtseekmdicalm Health pmiassaonalshavethenghtﬁoassstmirpabems And they bath
havemengmtnpmmnsudnzmwmmbmngharased humiliated; or threatened. It is simple common
mmmumwmmwmdmwmmmmwm
the area around entrances and driveways to create a fixed, clearly defined, and enforceabla 35 foot buffer
zone. It provides the pmtecﬁon the patients and healthcare staff deserve. And the signing of this bill today
represents our commitment. The Governor, the House, and the Senale, 1o women's reproductive health.

]
House Speaker DiMasi

It's an important piece of legisiation because everyone knows that the current law was un-enforceable,
-un-workable, and it |nfnnged upon, as everybody said, the rights of people fo get medical assistance and to
have the right of chotctlelhera in Massachusetts. To me, this in no way infnnges upon free speech. And |
“know the courts have ypheld laws that are similar to this, so I'm very confident that this will be upheld, in any
oourloﬂawhllassadwuseﬂsonnme Federal Courts. lwanlbﬂ'mkalofmy members who were very
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gOVERNOR PATRICK SIGNS BUFFER ZONE BILL (11-13-07)

Gov. Deval Patrick

Contact: Cyndi Roy (G()V)61§-725-4025/ David Guarino (SPEAKER) 617-722- 2500 David Falcone (SEN.
PRES)617-722-1500

Nov. 13, 2007

GOVERNOR PATRICK SIGNS BUFFER ZONE BILL
Increases safety of women seeking reproductive health services

BOSTON - Monday, November 13, 2007 -- Governor Deval Patrick today signed into faw a bill expanding the protected
area around reproductive health facilities in Massachusetts.

The legislation, supported by Senate President Therese Murray and Speaker of the House Salvatore DiMasi, establishes a
fixed 35-foot buffer zoné around the entrances and driveways of all reproductive health facilities in Massachusetts.

"Women in the Commonwealth have the right to obtain medical care free from violence, harassment or intimidation and
this new law will guard lhat right,” said Governor Patrick. "By wrdemng the buffer zone around reproductive clinics we
will protect patients frolh the harassment that so many have encountered as they seek care.”

The prior buffer zone law enacted in 2000, established a 6-foot "bubble zone" within an 18-foot buffer zone outside of
reproductive health ca.re facilities. A person could not knowingly approach another person within the 6-foot bubble zone
unless he obtained that person s consent. That law had been difficult to enforce, however, because it was unclear how to
prove that a patient did ' or did not give consent to a protmter Although violations of the law were reported to be frequent,
there had not been a succcssful prosecution under the law since ils enactment.

E
The new law attempts to remedy the problem by establishing a fixed 35-foot buffer zone around the entrances and
driveways of all of the Eeﬂproductrve health facilities in the state, ther¢by ensuring safe access, without interfering with the
ability of protestors to express themselves outside of the protected area.

"Patients have the nght to seek medical care; health professionals have the right to assist their patients; and they both have
the right to pursue care wrthout being harassed, humiliated of threatened,” Senate President Murray (D-Plymouth) said.
*The new, improved Butl’fer Zone law is enforceable, common-sense legislation to protect the rights and well-being of
women and their health care providers.”

"Women seeking health ;.ewrces and the people who provide them should be free to do so without fear of assault,
harassment or mumrdatron said Speaker DiMasi (D-Boston). "This expanded buffer zone provides much-needed
lmprovemenls to pub[rc safcty and | commend everyone who worked so hard to see this bill become [aw."

"The ].zgrslature s and Governor's quick work in passing the Buffer Zone Legislation addresses an important public safety
issue,” said Altorney General Martha Coakley. "Over the years, reproductive health care facilities have been the scene of
mass démonstrations, congcstron blockades, and disturbances. This legislation will help to ensure greater safety on our
public ways and sidewalks and prevent violence, harassment and mum:da[ron of women who are attempting to excrcise
their fundamental right 1o access healthcare.

"Planned Parenthood supports this new law because it will protect the privacy, dignity and safety of patients who are just
trying to get to their doctor's appointments and staff who are just trying to do their jobs,” said Dianne Luby,
President/CEO Planned Parenthood League of Massachusetts. "This is an important public safety measure and we
commend Governor Patrick for signing it into law today."

The lead sponsors of the legislation - which had broad support in both the Senate and the House - were Senators Susan
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