CLERK #2

Health Insurance Continuation Coverage

Mr. McGee moves that the Senate Bill 2047 be amended by adding at the end thereof the following: --

SECTION __.  Notwithstanding the provisions of any general or special law to the contrary, every carrier offering continuation coverage under a health benefit plan issued under chapter 176J to any qualified beneficiary eligible for the COBRA premium assistance benefit set forth in section 3001 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 shall offer the extended election period available therein to each qualified beneficiary who does not have an election of continuation coverage under a health benefit plan issued under chapter 176J in effect on the date of the enactment of this Act, but who would be an assistance eligible individual under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act if such election were so in effect.  Such a qualified beneficiary may elect such continuation coverage under chapter 176J during the period beginning on the enactment of this Act and ending 60 days after the date on which the notification required under this section is provided to such qualified beneficiary.  Coverage elected in this extended election period commences with the first period of coverage beginning on or after the enactment of this Act.  For purposes of this section, carriers or their designees under section 9(j)(5) of chapter 176J shall also comply with any applicable notice requirements under ARRA, except that such notice shall be made within 60 days after the enactment of this Act.
