of the state House of Representatives, and the President of the state
Senate would each appoint three members of the commission and, in
making these appointments, would seek to ensure that the commission

reflects a range of geographic, political, and demographic backgrounds.

The commission would be required to research and take
testimony, and then issue a report regarding (1) the impact of political
spending in Massachusetts; (2) any limitations on the state’s ability to
regulate corporations and other entities in light of Supreme Court
decisions that allow corporations to assert certain constitutional rights;
(3) recommendations for constitutional amendments; (4) an analysis of
constitutional amendments introduced to Congress; and (5)
recommendations for advancing proposed amendments to the United

States Constitution.

The commission would be subject to the state Open Meeting

Law and Public Records Law. The commission’s first report would be

mber 31, 2019, and the Secretary of the Commonwealth would
on’s report to the state Legislature,

resident of the United States.

due Dece Sex
be required to deliver the commissi

the United States Congress, and the P

f any of its parts were declared

osed law states that, 1
poforis ffect. The proposed law would

invalid, the other parts would stay In e
take effect on January 1, 2019.
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tary of the Commonwealth, the Attorney General and the citizens of Massachusetts on or

115  Secre
116  before December 31, 2013
17 c) ~ Within 5 days of receipt, the Secretary of the Commonwealth is instructed to

- cesident of the United States,

d) The Secretary
re of i e
121 the Commonwealth 1s directed to immediately deliver cop; £
| pies o

- €n € -
122 this law, when enacted, to the following persons: The Governor, the Attorney General, all current
s Iren

members of the General Court of Massachusetts, all current members of the United States

123
. (24  Congress, and the President of the United States.
125 e)  With the Act, the People hereby urge that Congress, the General Court of

126 Massachusetts, the Governor, Secretary of the Commonwealth, the Attorney General and other .
127 .public officials and bodies, and citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts carefully review
128  the Citizen Commission’s findings and take all constitutional and lawful actions to further the

129  proposal and ratification of the recommended constitutional amendment or amendments.

130 Section 5. Severability
131 The several provisions of this Act are independent and severable and the nv alidity, if

132 any, of any part or feature thereof shall not affect or render the remainder of the Act invahid or

133 inoperative.

134 Section 6. Effective Date

135

This act shall take effect on January 1, 2019.
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The Citizens Commission shall issue a Report of F indings and Recommendations,
a)
95 |
hich shall include the following:
9% W
) The nature and 1mpact of political and election spending in Massachusetts;

1
97

if) The limitations. if any, on the legal ability of the Commonwealth and IS c1tizens
98

uld be prudent for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to ratify under Article V of the
103 WO

104 United States Constitution;

\Y Y . ndmen \Y n intr din
V) An analysis of the constitutional amendments that have bee oduce
’ 1s1on 1n Citi ted v. FEC, an
Congress to date in response to the Supreme Court’s decision in Citizens Unite
106 ongr

> o. | . . . . A t; and
ent of their alignment with the policies and objectives set forth in this Ac
107  assessm .

| itut] amendment or
f th ommended constitutional
11 promotion proposal, and ratification ot the rec

112 amendments.

113 b)  The Citizens Commission shall deliver 1ts

h ‘ ives. the Governor, the
Presiden ouse of R entatives, the €
114 the Presi ent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Repres

7o0f11



11 applications for servi " o
74 d  Allapp rvice on the Citizens Commission shall be submitted within

75 60 days of the posting of the appointment opportunity on the official website of the

76 Commonwealth of Massachusetts, which posting the Governor shall cause to be made within 30
Inin

77 days of effective date of this Act.

82 have due regard for the non-partisan nature of the Citizens Commission, and shall seek to ensure

g3 that the Citizens Commission reflect a range of geographic, political, and demographic

84  backgrounds.

85 g) Appointees to the Citizens Commission shall serve without compensation.

86 h) Members of the Citizens Commuission shall elect a chair or co-chairs, in the

87  manner as the members of the Commission may decide by majority vote.

88 1) The Citizeris Commission shall meet on a regular basis to gather evidence,

89 testimony, and advice in the manner that the members of the Commission determine 1s most

9%  conducive to achieving the objectives of this Act, provided however, that the Citizen

91 Commission proceedings and activities shall be subject to the Open Meeting Law and the Pubhc

92 Records Law, and that all residents of Massachusetts have a reasonable opportunity o offer their

93 views and ideas related to the policies herein to the Commission.

9 . ‘
4 Section 4. Report and Recommendations

6o0fl1



a a)  The Citizens Commission shall be comprised of 15 United States citizens wh
' Who are

57 residents of Massachusetts, and shall be appointed as follows:

3 i) The Governor shall appoint 3 members;
" 1)  The Secretary of the Commonwealth sha]] appoint 3 members:
60 i) The Attorney Genera] shall appoint 3 members;
61 1v) The Speaker of the House sha]] appoint 3 members: and
6 V) The President of the Senate shall appoint 3 members
63 b) No person shall be appointed to the Citizens Commission who has not publicly

64 applied for such appointment, which applications the Governor shall cause to be posted on a
65  page established for the public knowledge and oversight of the appointment and operation of the

66  Citizens Commission on the official website of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

67 c) An application by any citizen whq s'eeks to serve on this Commission shall state:
63 1) The intent of the applicant to comply with and advance the poh'cy established by
69  this Act: |
" ii) The applicant’s qualifications and interest m serving on the Citizens Commission;
71_ iii) The political party offiliation, if any, of the applicant over the previous S years,
L Iv)  The city or town in which the applicant ?esides;
L . V) The employmentﬁof the applicant, if employed.

50f1l



43 vi)  Whereas, the United States Supreme Court’s ruline in (is: -

44  presents a serious and direct threat to our democracy:

45 vil)  Whereas, the people of the United States have previously used the constitutional

46 amendment process to correct those egregiously wrong decisions of the United States Supreme

47  Court that go to the heart of our democracy and self-government.”

43 b)  The People find and declare that the establishment of a non-partisan Citizens
49  Commission as provided herein will ensure prudent consideration of such a constitutional

)0 amendment by the Masséchusetts Congressional delegation and by the citizens and the General

)1 Court of Massachusetts during the ratification process to follow Congressional approval.

32 c) The Citizens Commission shall research, take testimony, report, and make such
53 recommendations as may be of assistance in drafting, promoting, proposing, and ratifying such a

34  constitutional amendment.

S - . .
~ 5 Section 3. Composition, Appointments, and Deliberative Process
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To further this intent and .
14 C. advance the constituti
onal amendment(
s) and the

cies described herein, an independent, non

) ) o »
. partisan Citizens Commission is hereby

16 established for the purpose of reporting and makin
10ns as may be of

- tance in drafting, promoti .
17 assis g, promoting, proposing and ratifying such constitutional .
. 10na aInCndant(S)

20 Section 2. Establishment of Citizens C
> Lommission Concerning a C

¢ for G onstitutional
1 Amendmen overnment of the People
77 a) This Act establishes a Citizens Commission Concerning a Constitutional
73  Amendment for Government of the People to advance the policies of the Commonwealth of
14  Massachusetts, (1) that inalienable Constitutional rights are the rights of individual living human
75  beings and not of artificial entities or aggregations of people, and (2) as set forth in a Resolution

26  passed by the General Court of Massachusetts in 2012, which resolved that “the Commonwealth

v7  of Massachusetts hereby calls upon the United States Congress to pass and send to the states for

2% ratification a constitutional amendment to restore the First Amendment and fair elections to the

29 people” based on the following:

¢ Amendment to the United States Constitution was designed 10

30 1) «Whereas, the Firs
31  protect the free speech rights of people, not corporations;

-vided United States Supreme Court hgs

2 11) Whereas, for the past three decades, a d
tool for corporations seekin

g to evade and

33 transformed the First Amendment into a poW erful

34  invalidate democratically-enacted reforms;

30f 11




1 Section 1. Policy and Purpose

7 a. Thig Act establishes a non-partisan Citizens Commission to advance the policy of
3 Massachusetts in favor of amending the Constitution of the United States (i) to affirm that

4 artificial entities do not possess the inalienable Constitutional rights of the People, and (ii) in

-

5  order to eliminate the undue influence of concentrated money on elections and on governmental

6 policy, campaign contributions and spending may be regulated and limited.

L b. Tt is the intent of this Act that the proposed federal constitutional amendment or

8  amendments that are the subject matter of this Act shall be drafted and construed so as 10 protect

9 the integrity and fairness of elections and government; prevent corruption; secure the right of all

10 Americans to be represented and to participate in self-government as equal citizens; protect the

I freedom of speech, of the press and other rights of all Americans over the privileges of artificial

12 peration of corporations and

entities; and ensure the constitutionality of sound regulation and 0

13 -
ot.her cconomic entities by the people:

20f1l



Steven T. James

Clerk of the House of Representatives
- State House

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Sir: - I herewith transmit to you, in accordance with the requirements of
Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, an Initiative Petition for

An Act for a Law Relative to Establishing a Citizens Commission Concerning a
Consitutional Amendment to Secure Government of the People, signed by ten
qualified voters and filed with this department on or before December 6, 2017,
together with additional signatures of qualified voters in the number of 86,199,
being a sufficient number to comply with the Provisions of said Article.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.

AN INITIATIVE PETITION.

Pursuant to Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the

Commonwealth, as amended, the undersigned qualified voters of .the
Commonwealth, ten in number at least, hereby petition for the enactment Into

law of the following measure:

1 of 11



January 3, 2018

steven T. James _
Clerk of the House of Representatives k( ! l D
State House

Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Sir. — | herewith transmit to you, in accordance with the requs -
’ quirements of Articl
XLVIII of the Amendments to the Constitution, “An Initiative Petition for a La\f/: ;

Relative to Establishing a Citizens Commission Concerning a Constitutional
Amendment to Secure Government of the People,” signed by ten qualified voters
and filed with this department on or before December 6, 2017, together with
additional signatures of qualified voters in the number of 86,199, being a
sufficient number to comply with the Provisions of said Article.

' tgerely,
‘ / »4 /
WILLIAM FRANCIS/GALVIN

Secretary of the GOmmonwealth
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Initiative petition of Matthew W. Patsky and

Others for the passage of An Act relative 10

ks establishing a citizens commission concerning

constitutional amendment to secure government

of the people.

R —

H.R., January 3, 2018. , .
Received in the office of the Clerk from the

Secretary of the Commonwealth, 1n accordance
with Article XLVIII of the Amendments 10 the

Constitution.

Jan.uary 11,2018.
Read; and referred to the committee on.

VETERANS AND FEDERAL AFFAIRS.
Sent to the Senate for concurrence.
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November 6, 2018,-- Approved by the

voters at the {md—odmih¢ biennial state
election.



