SB2646 (Chapter 219 of 2018) - An Act to protect animal welfare and safety in cities and
towns
Sponsor: Conference Committee

Cosponsors: No Cosponsors
Related Bills: SB2347



Summary:

Filed Text PDF:

Amends various laws regarding animal cruelty in the
Commonwealth. in particular, the bill increases fines
imposed for violation of dog control laws, and adds a
fine of $50 for an initial offense; increases the penalty
for violation of laws related to the licensing and
registration of dogs, the operation of kennels and the
sale or delivery of unlicensed dogs from $50 to $500
for an initial offense, and for $1,000 for a subsequent
offense; requires employees of the Disabled Persons
Protection Commission, the Department of Elder
Affairs, or contractors for the departments, to report
suspected animal cruelty, abuse or neglect
discovered in the course of their duties.

The bill prohibits the euthanization of animals by
drowning and imposes criminal fines and terms of
imprisonment; amends the reporting of animal cruelty,
abuse or neglect by employees or contractors of the
Department of Children and Families discovered in
the course of their duties; changes numerous areas
of the criminal code regarding animal cruelty;
imposes fines for the listed crimes related to animal
cruelty, including willfully injuring police dogs and
horses, exhibition of wild animals, sale of foals under
five months, devocalization of cats and dogs and
cropping or cutting of dog ears; prohibits and
criminalizes sexual contact between humans and
animals in any way.

The bill requires apartment lessors and owners of
foreclosed properties to inspect the premises for
abandoned animals within 3 days of the property
being vacated; requires lessors and owners of
foreclosed properties to inform animal services of any
abandoned animals and imposes a fine up to $500
for a first offense and up to $1,000 for each
subsequent offense for failure to do so; amends
provisions regarding the seizure of animals intended
or engaged in animal fighting, by eliminating
provisions mandating their destruction and permitting
turning them over to an appropriate animal care
organization to determine if they are suitable for
adoption; establishes and regulates the membership
and operation of a special commission to determine
the feasibility and costs of having animal control
officers report known or suspected abuse of children
and elderly and disabled persons.

(New draft of SB 2347. The new language submits
the recommendations of the conference committee to
harmonize differences between SB 2347 and HB
4565. This language makes many technical and
grammatical changes. It additionally adds a new
requirement for owners of foreclosed properties to
inspect them within 3 days and report abandoned
animals. It also eliminates language requiring animal
control officers to report suspected child, elder and
disabled person abuse found in the course of their
duties and instead creates a commission to study the
issue. The new bill further eliminates provisions
barring insurance companies from providing
coverage for damage caused by certain dogs, and
instead requires collection of information relating to
dog-related insurance claims for a period of 3 years.)
http://instatrac.com/MA/2017_2018/pdfs/
SB2646.FIL.pdf
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