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Amendment ID: $2454-1

Amendment 1

reimbursement of municipal assistance extended to

- 3 qrtial state
Providing P homeless veterans

o amend the bill by inserting after section 9 the following section:

» S appearing in the 2016 Official

Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following sentence:-

The commonwealth shall make payments 1o cities and towns equal to 100 per cent of the amount

of benefits paid by cities and towns to or on behalf of recipients living in permanent housing

located on real property owned by the federal government or living in institutions or transitional
housing as defined in 108 CMR 2.02 if such housing is located on real property owned by the

federal government; provided, however, that such payments shall be made to the city or town

“wherein the recipient resides only for 48 months of residence; and, provided further, that such

payments shall not be made for a recipient who has resided elsewhere in the city or town for the

<ix consecutive months immediately preceding his or her move into such housing.
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Amendment ID: $2454-3-R1

commissioner officers who ge
Health Services and NOAA

(r¥%) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, a member in service who: (i)

served in the United States Public Health Service Commissioned Corps or the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration Commissioned Officer Corps; (i1) has completed not less than 4
years of membership service; and (111) has retired or will retire on or after January 1, 1975 shall
receive full credit for the period of such service; provided, however, that such a member shall
receive credit for not more than 4 years of that service. Eligibility for the creditable service of

members in service shall be conditioned upon payment into the annuity savings fund of the

applicable retirement system, in 1 sum or in installments upon such terms as the applicable

retirement board may provide, of an amount equal to the contributions that a member would have

otherwise paid into the retirement system plus buyback interest thereon for the period of

commissioned corps service based upon the annual salary the member received in the first year

of membership service after the member's commissioned corps service.”.
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United States, to receive credit for active service in the armed services of the United States;

provided, however, that such creditable service shall not include service for more than 4 years;
provided further, that such creditable service shall not be allowed for any period of active service
for which the veteran has received credit pursuant to paragraph (h) of subdivision (1) of section 4
of chapter 32 of the General Laws; and provided further, that the amount shall not exceed the 80
per cent allowed to retire. Creditable service time, both enlisted and commissioned, may be

applied toward retirement on a ratio of 5 years guard service or 5 years active reserve Service

substitutable for each year of active service.

The department shall also examine the feasibility of including members of the nurse

cadet core in the definition of “veteran” under said section 7 of said chapter 4.

The study, along with any recommendations, shall be submitted to the clerks of the house

and senate, the joint committee on public service, the joint committee on veterans and federal

affairs and the house and senate committees on ways and means by December 31, 20138.7.
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tax bill shall not €X

SECTION 9B. Said section SN of said chapter 59, as 5o appearing, is hereby further amended by

striking out the third paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:-

A city or town, by vote of its legislative body and subject to its charter, may adjust the exemption
in this section by allowing an approved representative for persons physically unable to provide
such services to the city or town. The maximum reduction of the real property tax bill shall be
175 volunteer hours in a given tax year; provided, however, that a city or town may limit the

number of hours for which a person may receive a reduction to fewer than 175 hours in a given

tax year.”.
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The study shall investigate any impediments through state, county or federal policy, logistical

challenges, or otherwise, that veterans in custody may face when seeking to apply for benefits
under federal or state programs, or seeking to access medical evaluations for the purpose of

completing, revising or renewing such benefits applications.

The office shall submit a report on the study to the clerks of the senate and house, the chairs of

the joint committee on veterans and federal affairs, and the senate and house committees on ways

and means not later than March 1, 2019.
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Amendment ID: S2454-8-R1

«GECTION 17. The department of veterans’ serviceg jn coordings
10n with the
exeCUtiVe off
1C¢

for administration and finance and the military divig;o - —
Cutive office
of public s
af

vq *°1° d
and security, shall study the feasibility a0C COSts agsociqte with des: ety
eslgnating m

th the

Massachusetts national guard and the 1€S€TVe forces of the United Stae
tus ag

appearing in Clause 43 of section 7 of chapter 4 of the General Law
S.

2019.”
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e t0 amend the pj])

t&S
ECTION 9p Section 2 of chapter 9(

ing, is hereb ,
of the General Laws, as SO appearing Y amended by ‘nserting after the worq « h
ve icle”, in

: ; the registr
line 507, the following words:- or 0 Sistrant of a motoy vehicle that is owneq b
Ya

. £ the moOtor vehj .
partnership, trust O corporation if th Icle otherwige meets the criteria of 4 e
a Private

motor vehicle.

SECTION 9E. Said section 2 of said chapter 90, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by

inserting after the word “person”, in line 512, the following words:- or for 1 motor vehicle that is
owned by a partnership, trust or corporation if the motor vehicle otherwise meets the criteria of a
private passenger vehicle, there is no distinctive promotional or advertisement marking visible

on the motor vehicle and the motor vehicle is principally used by that person.

SECTION 9F. Said section 2 of said chapter 90, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by

inserting after the word “person”, in line 517, the following words:- or for 1 motor vehicle that is

owned by a partnership, trust or corporation if the motor vehicle otherwise meets the criteria of a

private passenger vehicle, there is no distinctive promotional or advertisement marking visible

on the motor vehicle and the motor vehicle is principally used by that person.

SECTION 9G. Said section 2 of said chapter 90, as so appearing, is hereby further amended by

inserting after the word “vehicle”, in line 521, the following words:- or a motor vehicle that 1s

owned by a partnership, trust or corporation if the motor vehicle otherwise meets the critena ot a
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private passenger vehicle and there is no distinctive promotional or advertisement marking,

visible on the motor vehicle.”.



Amendment ID: .
Further Amend
me
Veterans Day off b

lr

cipate in such an exercise, parade or service in the

of absence of sufficient time to parti

e. The leave of absence shall be with or without pay, at the

employee’s community of residenc
discretion of the employee’s employer.

f a department of war veterans listed in said

' {f shall

be with or without pay, at the discretion of their employer.

This section shall not apply to employees Whose services are essential and critical to the public

be essential to the satety and security of such an employee’s

health or safety and determined to

employer or the property of the employer.”.
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Amendment 16

Indigent Veterans

O'Connofl, 3

8 Of Said Chap

"may

/'

eeney and Hin

ds move to amend the bill by inserting after SECTION

ter 115, as appearing in the 2016 official edition by

" and inSerting In place thereof the word "shall"
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1 of 1



.vﬁ..

Gection 2XXXX. (a) There shall beé €stablisheq and set up on the books of th
e

commonwealth a separate fund to be known as the Massachusetts Veterans and W arriors t
IS to

Agriculture Program Fund, in this section referred to as the fund. The fund shall be administereq

by the department of agricultural resources. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the

contrary, there shall be credited to the fund any revenue from appropriations or other monies

authorized by the general court and specifically designated to be credited to the fund, and any
gifts, grants, private contributions, or investment income earned on the fund’s assets and all other
sources. Monies deposited in the fund that are unexpended at the end of the fiscal year shall not
revert to the General Fund and shall be available for expenditure in the subsequent year and shall

not be subject to section 5C of chapter 29.

(b) The public purpose of the fund shall be to enhance the education, training,
employment, income, productivity and retention of veterans currently working or aspiring to
work 1n the field of agriculture in the commonwealth. The department of agricultural resources,

in consultation with the department of veteran services, shall establish, develop, and implement

the Massachusetts Veterans and Warriors to Agriculture Program in furtherance of this purpose.

Amounts credited to the fund shall be used, without further appropriation, for the costs

associated with administering and implementing the program and may also be used to provide
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25 on a competitive basis to public, private, and charitable entities to finanee

grants Or loa
projects in furtheranc® of this public purpose. Expenditures from the fund for such purpose shall

isting local,

state, pri
ment and not replace €% Private or federal funding for relateq training

comple

and educational programs.
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words:- ,

clause forty-third of section 7 of chapter 4, who resides in a town not offering such
uch permits a fee

greater than the fee charged to a resident of such city or town."
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Mr. Tarr moves o

following:-

Amendment 20
Continuity of care

serting in like

end the bill by in 209 after the word "reimbursements" the

insure Proper c - : "
aps to 10 PET continuity of care
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Amendment ID: §2454-23 R

| Redraft Amendment 23
Access to Higher Education

d ‘ ;
Ross and O'Connor move 0 amend the bill by adding the following section:-

universities in the commonwealth; (i1) current residency requirements for in-state tuition
eligibility in the commonwealth and in other states; (iii) the societal impact of an exemption for

veterans and their families; and (iv) the effect of such a policy on the finances of the

commonwealth. The department shall submit a report on the study to the clerks of the senate and

house, the chairs of the joint committee on veterans and federal affairs and the chairs of the joint

committee on higher education not later than December 31, 2019.”.
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> by striking oul.

in section 15, by striking out, 1n line 193, the word “other” and inserting in place thereof the

following word:- “unpaid™.

1 of |



SENATE . -« - - - -~ -+ . .. .No.2454
///——\\;

The Conumonivealtl of fHlassachugetty

SENATE, April 19.201%

The committee on Ways and Means to whom was referred the Senate Bill relative to
veterans' benefits, rights, appreciation, validation and enforcement (Senate, No. 2326),-- reports,
recommending that the same ought to pass with an amendment substituting a new draft with the

same title (Senate, No. 2454) [This legislation will have an estimated fiscal impact to the
Commonwealth of $800,000 in fiscal year 2019]..

For the committee,
Karen E. Spilka




SENATE . « « « - . . .

The Commonivealty ¢ I

assachugptty

- tiet
(2017-2013, " General Court
|

2 I5FFFFFF the following 2 sections:-

3 Section 15GGGGGG. The governor shall annually issue a proclamation setting apart the
4  fifth day of April as Gold Star Wives Day and recommending that the day be observed in an
S

appropriate manner by the people, including prominent display of the Gold Star Flag on the

6  property of the State House.

7 Section 1SHHHHHH. The governor shall annually issue a proclamation setting apart the
8  last Saturday in September as Gold Star Mothers and Families Day and recommending that the
9

day be observed in an appropriate manner by the people, including prominent display of the Gold

10 Star Flag on the property of the State House.

11 SECTION 2. The third paragraph of section 26 of chapter 31 of the General Laws, as

12 appearing in the 2016 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and

13 inserting in place thereof the following 2 sentences:- Notwithstanding the administrator’s Tight 10



14 require a physician’s certificate in the case of a disabled Veteran, an appointing auth
authority shaj

request or accept an individual’

15 not require, s military medical record or military pe
I'sonne]

16 service record for the purpose of emploYMENt; provideq, however, that ap, a

PPointing authar
dividual’g Ority
17  may require, request or accept the 11 DD-214 form. An 4ppointing ayth
Vi uthority sh
individual ag Y shall not
18 impose a term Orf condition on an 4 Condition of obtamlng Or reta
nt

2 O n thlS paragraph.
21 pr ovided, however, that an appointing allthonty may impose a term Or condition re
QUirng the
22  individual to present the individual’s DD-214 form.
23 SECTION 3. Section 59 of chapter 33 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby

24  amended by striking out, in lines 6 and 7, the words “34 days in any state fiscal year and not

25  exceeding 17” and inserting in place thereof the following figure:- 40.

26 SECTION 4. Subsection (a) of said section 59 said chapter 33, as so appearing, is hereby
27  amended by adding the following sentence:- For the purposes of this subsection, “day” shall

28 mean any 24-hour period regardless of calendar day.

29 SECTION 5. Said section 59 of said chapter 33, as so appearing, is hereby further

30 amended by adding the following subsection:-

31 (f) For the purposes of this section, “base pay for military service” shall not include any

32  housing, incentive, bonus, skills pay, allowance or other stipend or benefit paid to the employee

33  for the employee’s military service.

34 SECTION 6. Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby amended by mserting afier

35  section 22AY; the following section:-




Section 22%. (a) A municipality

may designate a nark;
) y gnate a parking Space at the City or town hall

37 for the parking of a veteran in a motor vehicle that is owned ang OPcrated by the yet
ran and that
T issued pursuy: T
38 displays a veteran registration plate 1SSUEE PUSUant to sectjon 2 of chapter 90, T
’ C parking space

_ 2] business he .
39  shall be available during the normal bt S hours of {he City or town ha|] for use b
UsC by such

icipality shall ara ,
40  veteran without charge. The municiP | erect ang Maintain a sign Jeg;

gnating such q

42 who t The Vehicle Owner's Expense”

43  The parking space shall only be used by a veteran that meets the requirements of this sub
ubsection.

44 (b) A violation of subsection (a) shall be punished by a fine of $100 and the City or town

45  may provide for the removal of a vehicle in the manner provided in section 22D. The penalty

46  shall not be a surchargeable offense under section 113B of chapter 175.

47 SECTION 7. Section 5 of chapter 59 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016
48  Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 595, 651, 676, 725, 770 and 842, the

49  word “five” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following figure:- 2.

50 SECTION 8. Said section 5 of said chapter 59, as so appearing, is hereby further

51  amended by striking out, in lines 817 and 881, the figure “5” and inserting in place thereof, in

52 each instance, the following figure:- 2.

53 SECTION 9. Said section 5 of said chapter 59 of the General Laws, as so appearing, 1s
54  hereby further amended by striking out clause Twenty-second G and inserting in place thereof

55  the following clause:-

56 T'wenty-second G. In any city or town that accepts this clause, real estate that is the

57  domicile of a person but 1s owned by a trustee, conservator or other fiduciary for the person’s



sg  benefit if the real estate would be eligible for exemption under clause Twent
y-second, Twent
’ y..

Twenty-second B, Twenty -second C, Twenty.-

nd A, se ‘
7 5D B, ['wenty-second E or Twenty

60 second F if the person were the owner of the rea] estate.

SECTION 10. Section 6B of chapter 115 o the General |

61 J'
aws, as so appearing, is hereby

62 amended by adding the following paragraph:-

66 service funded or provided by the commonwealth. Notwithstanding the forgoing, such an annuity
67 payment may constitute income if not doing so would, under federal law, prohibit eligibility or
68 otherwise negatively impact the recipient’s benefits under the program or service; provided,

69 however, that the commonwealth or a political subdivision shall seek a waiver from any federal

70  law with such an eligibility requirement.

71 SECTION 11. Section 8 of said chapter 115, as so appearing, is hereby amended by

72 striking out the first sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- If a deceased
73  person’s estate has insufficient resources to pay for the cost of the funeral and burial of a

74  deceased person covered by this chapter, the burial agent under section 7 shall expend not more

75  than $4,000 for the funeral and burial; provided, however, that the cost of the funeral and burial

76  shall be not more than $5,000.

77 SECTION 12. The first paragraph of section 25 of chapter 118E of the General Laws, as

78  so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting after clause (4) the following clause:-



(4Y5) the entire amount of a monthly payment to a veteran or o« wiiowed
- Spouse of a

79
80 veteran, including pension, aid and attendance and housing benefits, from ghe (e
; nited States
81  Department of Veterans Aftairs if the veteran or widoweq SPOuse would not 1
ave received an
y

g2  payment fro

88 CHAPTER 276C.
89 DIVERSION FOR VETERANS.
90 Section 1. (a) The district courts and, in the city of Boston, the municipal court of the city

91 of Boston, shall have jurisdiction to: (i) if the district attorney or attorney general consents, divert
92  prior to arraignment; or (ii) if the district attorney or attorney general does not consent, place on

93  pre-trial probation after arraignment, a veteran who: (1) is on active service in the armed forces

94  of the United States or has a history of military service in the armed forces of the United States;

95  and (2) is charged with an offense against the commonwealth for which a term of imprisonment

97  placement on pre-trial probation shall be done without regard for the veteran’s age.

98 Such a veteran shall be eligible for diversion or pre-trial probation under {his section i\t

09  the veteran: (i) has not been previously convicted of a violation of a law of the commonwealth,



another state or of the United States in any criminal

100 court Proceeding after having reached th
e

101  age of 18 years, except for traffic violations for which no tep of Imprisonment m, h
; a4y have been
ding warr .
. (i t have an outstan ant, continug
102 imposed; (i1) does no AC€, appeal or crim;
ing

h, another st
he commOrlwealt ’ ale or the U it
103  before a court of t nited States: an g (iii) h
’ as a writtep

: f section 2 o
104 report pursuant to subsection (d) © determmmg that the Veteran would h fi
enef;

treatment plan t from

105 participation in an . dividualized

108 to this chapter.

109 Section 2. (a) A probation officer of a district court or, in the city of Boston, the

110  municipal court of the city of Boston, when gathering information in accordance with section 85
111 of chapter 276, shall, prior to arraignment of a defendant on a criminal complaint, inquire of the
112 defendant if the defendant is a veteran and use best efforts to establish the defendant's status as a

113  veteran eligible for diversion or pre-trial probation under section 1. If a probation officer or the
114  court reasonably believes that the defendant is a veteran or the defendant self-identifies as a

115  veteran, the probation officer shall inform the defendant of the diversion program for veterans

116  under this chapter.

117 (b) If, on the scheduled date for the arraignment of a defendant on a criminal complaint,
118 the probation officer or the court reasonably believes that the defendant 1s a veteran eligible for

119  diversion or pre-trial probation under section 1, the court may offer to continue the case for 30

120  days for the defendant to be assessed pursuant to subsection (d).



. - ith th .
123  assessment prior {0 arraignment with the consent of ¢, district attorney

125 defendant before continuing the

continu
126 The court shall not offer to © the case undey this subsection if (1) th
- \1) the defendant

127  has been charged with an offense pursuant to section 24G, section 241 Section 24V of
’ O Chapter

128 90 or section 8A or section 8B of chapter 90B or a second or subsequent offense pursuant 1
\

129  section 24 of chapter 90 or section 8 of chapter 90B or (ii) the court or the commonwealth
130 intends to move, based on dangerousness, for an order of pretrial detention or release on

131  conditions pursuant to section 58A of chapter 276.

132 (¢) During a 30-day continuance under subsection (b), the probation department shall
133  provide the defendant’s information to the United States Department of Veteran Affairs for

134  verification of veteran status and determination of eligibility for veteran’s benefits.

135 (d) During the 30-day continuance under subsection (b) and if the defendant’s veteran

136  status is confirmed, the defendant shall be assessed by an independent licensed clinician of the

137  United States Department of Veterans Affairs or an independent licensed clinician of another
138  state or federal agency who has suitable knowledge of and experience with veterans’ affairs. If
139  the independent licensed clinician determines that the defendant has demonstrated

140  symptomatology that is connected to the criminal complaint for which the defendant has been

141  charged and could benefit from participation in an individualized treatment plan designed an



145 ashowing of good cause.

146 Qection 3. (a) 11,

147  defendant 1s not

148  defendant’s case shall proceed on the oOriginal charges as provided by law.

149 (b) If, after a continuance under section 2, the court determines that the defendant: (1) is a

150  veteran eligible for diversion or pre-trial probation under section 1 and (ii) would benefit from
151  participation in an individualized treatment plan recommended pursuant to subsection (d) of

152 section 2, the court may place the defendant on pre-trial probation for not more than 1 year and

153  order that the defendant participate in the recommended individualized treatment plan.

154 (¢) Unless otherwise ordered by the court, the independent clinician providing treatment
155  to the defendant shall submit to the court a report concerning the defendant’s participation in the

156 individualized treatment plan every 90 days during the period in which the defendant’s case is

157  continued pre-arraignment or the defendant 1s placed on pre-trial probation under subsection (b).

158  If the independent clinician providing treatment has reason to believe that the defendant is non-

159  compliant with the individualized treatment plan, the independent clinician shall promptly report

160  such belief to the court.

161 (d) I, at the conclusion of the period set for pre-trial probation under subsection (b), the

162  court determines that an additional period of pre-trial probation is necessary, it may extend and



163

164 of time of the pre

165 If, at the conclusion of the period setfor pre.trig) Probation under sa;q b
a1d subsection (b), th
, the

: entations fro -
166 court determines, based on repres M the Independent clinician provid
roviding treat
ment,

mplet ST
hat the defendant has successfully comple ed the Individualized treatment plan. th
an, the court sha|]

167
. ing again
168  dismiss the original charges P ending agaist the defendant; Provided, however. th
; I, that the court
‘ til after argument from co
169  shall not so determing Uil unsel for both parties and ¢
e opportunity £
or

170 any victim to address the court.

171 (e) The court shall not place a defendant on pre-trial probation under subsection (b)

172  unless the defendant consents in writing to the terms and conditions of the pre-trial probation and

173  knowingly executes a waiver of the right to a speedy trial.

174 (f) If a defendant is charged with a subsequent criminal offense in any jurisdiction during
175  pre-trial probation under this section, the court shall issue whatever process is necessary to bring

176  the defendant before the court and the district attorney or attorney general may proceed on the

177  original charges as provided by law.

178 (g) If there is reason to believe the defendant has failed to comply with or complete any
179  part of the individualized treatment plan during the pre-trial probation, the court shall, on 1ts own
180 or at the request of the district attorney or attorney general, issue such process as 1s necessary 10

181  bring the defendant before the court. If, after inquiry, the court finds that the defendant has failed

182  to comply with or complete the individualized treatment plan, the court may terminate the pre-

183 trial probation and the district attorney or attorney oeneral may proceed on the original charges



as provided by law or the court may refer the veteran to a specia]

184 Session of the coyrt working

185  with veterans.

186 Section 4. Nothing in this chapter shall limit the availability of diyersio | def
O a defendant

A nor limit the eligibility of a def; :
187  pursuant {0 chapter 276 endant to participate in
d COmmunity-

188  based restorative justice prograinl pursuant to chapter 276B.

189
190  striking out subsection (d), inserted by section 4 of chapter 167 of the acts of 2005, and ; ,
3 msel'tmg

SECTION 15. Section 16 of chapter 130 of the acts of 2005 is hereby amended b
n
y

/ 191 in place thereof following subsection:-

192 (d) If a person died while in active service, a sum of $1,000 shall be paid in the manner
193  provided by subsection (c¢) in addition to any other amount the person would have been eligible

194  to receive pursuant to subsection (a).

195 SECTION 16. The executive office of health and human services, in conjunction with the
196  department of veterans’ services and the center for health information and analysis, shall conduct

197  astudy on the transportation of veterans in emergency medical situations to facilities that are not
198 facilities of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. For the purposes of this section,

199  “veteran” shall mean a veteran who is receives benefits under the TRICARE program, as defined

200 in 10 U.S.C. 1072(7).

201 The study shall: (i) identify, after seeking consultation with the United States Department
202  of Veterans Affairs, reimbursement guidelines for ambulance services for transportation ol

203  veterans to facilities that are not facilities of the United States Department of Veterans Affairs m

204 emergency medical situations; (ii) identify gaps in reimbursement payments where the

205  commonwealth may be eligible for payments to health care facilities or for ambulance services,



206 (iii) determine the associated costs and the reimbursements that are available to veterans when

207 transporied to facilities that are not facilities of the United States Department of Veterans

208 Affairs; and (iv) recommend potential notification procedures by medical facilities to advise

209 veterans regarding the process of secking state or federal medical reimbursements. The office

210 shall submit a report on the study to the clerks of the senate and house, the chairs of the joint

211  committee on veterans and federal affairs, the chairs of the joint committee on health care

212 financing and the scnate and house committees on ways and means not later than March 1, 201
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