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April 3, 2017
Committee on Marijuana Policy                                  Committee on Marijuana Policy                                        

Senator Patricia Jehlen, Chair                                      Representative Mark Cusack, Chair
State House, Room 424                                               State House, Room 554
Boston, MA 02133                                                      Boston, MA 02133
Dear Honorable Chairs and Committee Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to offer testimony in favor of H3194, An act relative to the use of cash assistance.
From 2011 through 2014 this legislature enacted into law various reforms to strengthen the cash and SNAP assistance programs.
Included in these reforms was language to prohibit the use of cash benefits for the purchase of certain items and services including alcohol, tobacco, lottery tickets, vacation services, tattoos, and jewelry.  Because gambling was legalized at that time, it was also included in the list of prohibited items.

The legislature passed these reforms with the best intentions in mind:  to ensure assistance is used for necessities, to ensure taxpayer money is used for its intended purposes, and to protect the integrity of the programs.
H3194 adds recreational marijuana to the list of prohibited items listed in Section 5I(b) of Chapter 18. Just as the legislature saw fit to include newly legalized gambling in the list of prohibited items, we have the opportunity to be proactive regarding the legalization of recreational marijuana. 

I respectfully request your favorable vote on H3194.

Sincerely,
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Shaunna O’Connell

State Representative 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
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