COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

THE GENERAL COURT

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1063

October 3, 2017

Honorable James B. Eldridge, Chair
Joint Committee on Financial Services
Statehouse Room 320

Boston, MA 02133

Honorable Aaron Michlewitz, Chair
Joint Committee on Financial Services
Statehouse Room 254

Boston, MA 02133

Dear Chairs Eldridge and Michlewitz,

We write today to provide testimony in support of $.499 and H.536, An Act Relative to
Advancing Contraceptive Coverage and Economic Security in Our State, and to request your
support for compromise language we will be providing today that has been endorsed by
reproductive rights advocates as well as the Massachusetts Association of Health Plans and Blue
Cross Blue Shield of MA.

In 2010, the Center for Disease Control placed birth control on its top ten list of public health
achievements in the last century. However, this achievement was not equally accessible to all:
Prior to the enactment of the 2010 Affordable Care Act (ACA), high co-pays and out-of-pocket
costs made contraception prohibitively expensive to many women. Therefore, before the ACA,
women’s access to contraception was significantly limited, and, by extension, so was their ability
to exercise control over their lives.

Under the ACA, 1.4 million women in Massachusetts and over 55 million women nationwide of
all socioeconomic backgrounds have been given access to affordable contraception that fits their
lives. This has helped to place women on a more equal footing with men, effectively allowing
them to plan the direction that their lives and families take. In spite of all this, President Trump,
through executive order, stands poised to weaken or remove the ACA’s contraceptive coverage
requirement leaving an extraordinary number of women stranded in the process.

The impact of no-cost-sharing birth contro! has been remarkable: from 2011 to 2014, the
percentage of contraception claims with cost sharing decreased from 98% to 6.5%, and average
out of pocket spending dropped by 89%. However, the progress that has been made is now under
severe threat and we must act to prevent the federal government from doing untold damage to the
|4 million women in Massachusetts who have benefitted from the contraceptive protections of




the ACA.

An Act Relative to Advancing Contraceptive Coverage and Economic Security in Our State not
only protects Massachusetts women from the ravages of the Trump presidency and a federal
government intent on rolling back contraceptive access, but it also builds on the ACA by filling
in the gaps in coverage to ensure that a/l women can access the form of birth control that works
for them without a copay. This bill will give women far greater control over their lives by
allowing them to directly choose the form of contraception they most prefer instead of being
forced to try one form of contraception before moving onto another form. The legislation leaves
the decision of which birth control is best for a woman up to her and her doctor, rather than
insurance companies. Finally, this bill creates a mechanism that will allow women to access
emergency contraception over-the-counter with no co-pay.

Massachusetts can and must take a stand against the encroachment upon women’s rights, and be
a guiding light to other state legislatures to advance women’s ability to exert control over their
lives. For that reason, we request that the Committee give a favorable report to 8.499 and
H.536, An Act Relative fo Advancing Contraceptive Coverage and Economic Security in Qur
State.
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