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HOUSE . - . . .....,,.

- - - . No. 4032
! —
The Commonmaltb of ﬁlassathusens
=
In the Ope Hundred ang Ninetieth General Court
(2017:2018)
. T
ARt elative whnguage opportunity for our kids.

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court bled. and by the auh, try
5 as follows:
‘f*m

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 69 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016

. 15 ) iki inli 3 and 4. the words “a limited English
Oﬁc!'- ‘al‘ Edition. is hereby amended by striking out, in lines

1 )
7 student as ned i i i ing in place thereof the fol\omng words;-
) ) ien dent deﬁnedmsgcnqnloi andmsemng

4

50 appearing, is hereby amended by
255, 258, 260, 269, 273 and 275,



learners™ and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following
13 the words

14 words= leamer.

SECTION 3. Said section 11 of said chapter 69, as S0 appearing, is hereby
15 further
amended by striking out, in line 237, the words “have limited English profici
16 '

ency™ and inserting
S g thereof the following words:- are English learners.

'SECTION 6. Said section 11 of saig chapter 69 as so appearing, is hereby further

Mo b)‘m OUL. in lines 246 and 265, the words “limited English proficient students”
r 5 oo Y i i X following words:- English \earners.
iy 5 in place thereof, in each instance. the

3 ng. i ¢ further
) - Qal tion 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing. is hereby
SECTION 7. Said section

e od by striking out, in lines 253 and 254 and in line 261, the words “limited English

out clause (j) and inserting in place thereof the
ral or state court or administrative agency
| federal or state minimum legal

ring and evaluation of an



D

| (k) opportunities that the district makes available 1o English leamers for ;
Ornstruction in

maintaining or developing proficiency in a student’s native language:
iption of the school district’s
36 (1) a descrip SHICLS plan 10 evalyate the i
: effectiveness of its Enol;
S 01 1ts English

relative to: (i) helping s inE
37 leamer programs PIng students areajp English Jan
Rl language proficiency and
) master

T s (i1) measuri . .
38 academic standards: (i1) urng student readiness 1o join maingiream cf
’ > classrooms; (jii)

30 evaluations and MEASUTEs provide i addition to department requirement
ents;

and (iv) a descri i
school district nl- eon
40 ofthe steps thatthe School district plans 1 take to address an identified defici
eficiency;
41 (m) a record of: (i) instances in which a parent or guardian requested 10 witha
= Taw a

42 swudent from orrefused a student’s participation in an English leamer program: and (ii) meetings

43 held with a parent or guardian regarding a student who is not making satisfactory progress

44 toward participating and learning in a mainstream classroom:

45 (n) a description of the training provided by the district to staff who work with culturally
and linguistically diverse student populations; and

(0) documentation detailing the participation of English leamers in the district’s regular
4 advanced educational programs and extracurricular activitics.

SECTION 10. Said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further

30 amended by striking out the Jast paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following

51 paragraph:-

2 Annually, the commissioner shall analyze and publish data reported by school districts
33 under this section regarding English leaner programs and English leamers. The published data
34 shall be on the department's website in a machine readable format, to the extent feasible. The
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F sha Hy submi he j " i
er shall ¥ submit to the joimt committee on educati 1 0
ducation g epo
i Lon the dat
1,

55 com
ek shall be disaggregated on a statewide and schoo] distriet e i
2 district basis and divided
o categories

. imited to, language grou, ‘Engli

including, but not limi 8¢ group and type of English learers
; glish leamers Program. The repory

include an analysis of the status of the ]
sg  shall also include a 5 atus of the progress of English 1o [
- Bress of English leamers, relerencing the
59 relevant data required to be collected in this section,
SECTION 11. Section 17 of said chapter 69, as s i

- pter 69, as so appearing, is hereby amended by

in lines 105, 146 ; 3 s
61  suiking out, in lines 146 and 147, 237, 241 435,494 and 495, 588 and 592 3 d
25 - ¥ =44, e words
“limited E,,gush.pmﬁcncm students™ and nserting in place thereof n each instance, v
2 0 stance, the

63 following words:- English learners.

SECTION 12. Said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
65 amended by striking out, in lines 120 and 121 and in lines 470 and 471, the words “limited
66  English-proficient. special education and low income™ and inserting in place thereof, in cach

67 instance, the following words:- English learners, special education students and low-income.

68 SECTION 13. Said section 1J of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 122, the words “limited English proficient students™ and
70 inserting in place thereof the following words:- English learners.

71 SECTION 14. Said section 1J of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
72 amended by striking out, in lines 471 and 472, the words “alternative English language learing
73 programs for limited-English proficient students™ and inserting in place thereof the following

74 words:- English language acquisition programs for English learners.
75 SECTION 15. Said section 17 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
76 amended by striking out subsection (x) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-

Sof24



(x) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, any underperforming o
Y. any v or

77
e s cally underperforming school operating a program for English learners shall establish an
79 English leamer parent advisory council pursuant 1o section 6A of chapter 71A
80 SECTION 16. Section 1K of said chapter 69, as sa appearing, is hereby amended b
5 v

: R 3 149 2151 a
g1 swikingout.in lines 17. 103, 142 and 143, 234 and 238, the words “limited English-proficient
" 1s” and inserting in place thereof; in each instance. the following words:- English leamers
& SECTION 17. Said section 1K of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further

84 amended by striking out. in lines 118 and 119, the words “limited English-proficient, special

85 education and low income” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- English learners,

86  special education students and low-income.

87 SECTION 18. Said section 1K of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
88 amended by striking out, in lines 120 and 121, the words “alternative English language learning
89 programs for limited-English proficient students™ and inserting in place thereof the following
words:- English language acquisition programs for English learners.
- ml9.saidduﬁet69mherehy further amended by inserting after section 1P, as
92 so appearing. the following section:-
9 .

3 Section 1Q. The board of elementary and secondary education shall establish a state seal
94 of biliteracy to be awarded by school districts to students who have attained a high level of
95 5 - « .

proficiency in English and not less than 1 other language in addition to English. To qualify for

96 the seal, a student shall meet criteria established by the board.

60f24



= ja shall include. but shall not be limited to attainment of 3 specified level of
on: (i) the tenth grade English language arts exams of the Massachusetts

jve Assessment System; and (ii) not less than | nationally recognized and readily

w that measure literacy in a language other than English or an equivalent

ent shall develop an insignia to be affixed to the diploma or transcript of a

een awarded a state seal of biliteracy and make the insignia available to school

onic format for the preparation of diplomas.



110

111
112
113
114
11s

116

117
118
119

120

121

English learer program (0 assess the academic achievemen of English Jearn
“ sh leamers and the

effectiveness of language acquisition programs.

Section 3. An English leamer enrolled in a PUblic schog including ¢
based i Mg @ charter school, shall
be educated through a comprehensive, research-based Instructiong Program that include
at includes subject

ton component. § rograms for En lish learners
age acquist ogram:
i !

matter content and a
mersion, dual language education ang transitional bilingual
: ingua

may include sheltered English im
education but shall not be limited to @ specific Program or instructional i ot
e ograms

shall be based on best practice:
hic characteristics of English learners in the school district. A school distriet may

s in the field, linguistic and educational needs and 1y
» c

demograp|

incorporate opportunities for students to develop and maintain native language proficiency as

part of a formal or extracurricular academic program.

An English learner shall receive English language development instruction at a level and
frequency that is appropriate for the English leamer’s level of English language proficiency and
educational need and shall be instructed by teachers qualified under state law. Each school
district shall employ a sufficient amount of teachers of English as a second language for

identified English learners; provided, however, that a school district shall employ at least 1

teacher licensed in English as a second language if that district has an English leamner.

A student who has exited an English leamer program and attained English proficiency

shall have access to English language support or development instruction, as needed, in order to

perform grade level classwork.

room if the level of

Schools may place English learners of different 28¢5 in the same class
milar. Schools shall be encouraged 10 integrate

English proficiency for those English learners is si



SECTION 29. The first paragraph of paragraph (3) of subsection (i) of said section §9
S s€ction 89 of
said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out clause (iv) and insert:
> Serting in
| 140  place thereof the following clause:- (iv) that are English leamers or of similar lan
guage

141 pmﬁcicnc_\' level as measured by a standardized English proficiency assessment ch by th
2 *losen by the

142  department.

143 SECTION 30. Said section 89 of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby further
144  amended by SKIng OUL in lines 252 10 254, inclusive, the words “limited English-proficient of
145 similar language proficiency as measured by the Massachuseus English Proficiency Assessment
146 examination” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- English leamers or of similar
147  language proficiency level as measured by a standardized English proficiency assessment chosen

148 by the department.

149 SECTION 31. Said section 89 of said chapter 71. as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in lines 270 and 271, the words “limited English-proficient students™
and inserting in place thereof the following words:- English learners.

'SECTION 32, Said section 89 of said chapter 71, as so appearing. is hereby further
53 amended by striking out, in line 818, the words “language learners™ and inserting in place thereof

154 the following words:- learner.

155 SECTION 33. Section 92 of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by

156 striking out,in lines 33 and 34,166 and 287 and 288, the words “Iimited English-proficient

157 students” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following words:- English leamers.
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Mvumonmofsaidd\amuﬂ,assoappearing,isbcrebyamendedby

the words “In this chapter, (a) “Bilingual
Age acquisition process for students in which all or Substantial portions

xtbooks. or teaching materials are in the child’s native language other than




m: aind provided further, that “2-way immersion” programs may begin in the early grades.
e » '“Wm and Kindergarten, and may continue through the secondary level,

“English as a second language™, instruction designed to help students become proficient

ish and learn content simullnncously by providing Systematic, explicit and sustained

1o develop the high level of English language proficiency needed for

Nt provided, that “English as a second language” instruction may focus on

d developing the ability of a student 1o listen, speak, read and write in

of social and academic CONtexts, 1o g ¢ language develop and

learning of the English leamer in grade-level academic classrooms,




' SECTION 40, Said section 2 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing,
.. wm out, in line 20, the figure “(¢)",

is hmhy ﬂlﬂ]ﬁf

'SECTION 41. Said section 2 of said chapter T1A, as s0 appearing, is hereby further
g the following definition:-

lingual education”, a program designed 1o allow English leamers 1o
academic success through English-medium ing
s howe

"..in_, | educati

ver, that the native language of the English leamer is used 1o uppon

t of English and content learmning and is then gradually phased owt of
English proficiency increases: and provided further, that “transitional

ated at any level, including middle and high school, but shall

shall annually ascertain, not earlier

Howing words:- School districts

is hereby further

and inserting in place



46. Said section 3 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing., is hereby further
g the following sentence:- School districts shall also track the academic

- 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further
the following words:- who are not

ng. is hereby further

ught in English and all



o _Wﬂ.Saidsacﬁonaofsniddmp:er7lA.assoappuﬁng_

is hereby further
241 amended by striking out, in line 6, the word

“during” and inserting in place thereof the following
pmgtamlhalmectslhcmquimnemsoffedm] and state

Ly, Saidsemiondofsaidchapmﬂr\.ssoappuﬁng.ishmbyﬁmber

d by SITRINE OUL, in lines 7 10 12, inclusive, the words “one school year, provided,

¢ in English language
but not limited 10, English as 4 second language, so-called™ and inserting

words:- the timelines established by the dep in benchmarks

n 11. Alternative instructional programs shall include. but shall not

on and dual language education. Programs shall be

nt and an English language acquisition
in the field and the linguistic and



202 A district that infends to offer a new sheltered English immersion or alternative

263 instructional English learner program in the next academic year shall submit, o Tater thag
204 January | of the current academic year, o the department and the district's Parent advisory
265 council, on o form prescribed by the department, a description of: (i) the new instrytjon
266 program selected; (ii) how the new sheltered English immersion or altemative jng o
267 program meets the needs of the population to be served; (iii) the number and cxpece

268 qualifications of the program’s educators; and (iv) the number, Dative Ianeuge ang gy,
lled in the program. The districy gy also

269 proficiency levels of I d to be

270 submit such description for any English learner programs it currently operates, If the department
271 finds that a proposed or current program fails to meet the requirements of federal o stae law. it
272 shall notify the district in writing within 90 days of recciving the description. The notice shall
273 cite the legal requirements with which the program would not comply and include corrective
274 steps that shall be taken to bring the program into compliance and the district shall have 30 days
275 1o adopt 'mcb steps. A district shall not commence a program that the department has determined
dmmﬂd«dmndmdsorthemndmﬂsmﬂus chapter, unless the district has

e department; provided, however, that in a district
g is not found to be in compliance, the proposed
279 program may operate for a period of 1 year, with a corrective action plan established to ensure
280 ] compliance and may continue to operate after that year if the corrective action plan was
281 implemented. Nothing in this section shall prevent the department from conducting an evaluation
' *mmug_e

e

ST P

acquisition program at any time. The district shall submit 10 the department a list

tors and their qualifications, as well as the number, native language and

the students enrolled in the new English learner program not later



286

287

288

291

than September 1 of the first year of the prograim. Thereafter, the program shall be subject 10 the
requirements of this chapter.
SECTION $5. Said chapter 71A is hereby further amended by striking out section . as
e and inserting in place thereof the following section:-
Section 5. (a) The parent or Jegal guardian of a student eligible to enroll in an English
Jeaner program may select any available English leamer program offereq by the school district:
provided, however. that the program shall be appropriate for the age and grade level of the
student: and provided further, that for any program selection that would require a student to
transfer to a different school within the district, the transfer request shall be approved by the
superintendent, in a form prescribed by the department. A school. under advisement of a teacher

or guidance counselor, may request a program transfer for an individual child in writing, with

notice of the transfer request provided to the child’s parents, in a form prescribed by the

he request. respond and provide: (i) a plan for implementation
al of the request. in writing, including an explanation of



S
'

313
! 314
315

316

317

Section 6A. A school district or charter school operating 4 language acquisition pr,
>c ORram

= English leamners or in vhic i
srving 100 or more Wwhich English leame .
" leammers serving camers comy,
for English Prise

S sharter school’s student i
" the district’s or charter s¢ § Population, whichever :
5 per cent of the . CVer is less, sha ||
at least 3 pe o

arel isory council: provided, | .
ngli or parent advisony + NOwever, that 5 .
i English leame At any other schoo)
establish an
is parent adVisory coune 1 -
§ ay establish a | = FOuneH pursuant 1g this coe
v -harter school may s section. The
district or chart
of volunteer parents or legal Buardians of sjudents who

council shall be composed are or have

2 e extent feasible 1he o )
been identified as English leamers and, to th le, the members of the council shal)
iden = -z
s ly spoken by the stude .
S ages Most common 3 udents of the distriet o “ha
. tive languages 1 EShasten
represent the na

| The duties of the council shall include. but not be limited 10: () advising the school

school. e

district. school committee and board of trustees on matters that pertain 1o English learmners: (i)
ISTICL, S

meeting regularly with school officials to participate in the planning and development of

programs designed to improve educational opportunities for English learners: and (iii)

318  participating in the review of school improvement plans under section 59C of chapter 71 and

319  district improvement plans under section 11 of chapter 69 as the plans relate 1o English learners.

320  Upon request from a parent advisory council, each school committee or school council within

E5l|
322
323

that parent advisory council’s district shall meet at least annually with the council; provided,
however. that if the parent advisory council advises a charter school the board of the charter

school shall. upon request from the parent advisory council, meet not less than annually with the

324 council. The council shall establish by-laws regarding officers and operational procedures. In the

325 course of its duties under this section. the council shall receive assistance from the director of

326 language acquisition programs for the school district or charter school or other appropriate

327 school personnel as designated by the superintendent. The department shall promulgate

328 regulations for the implementation of this section including, but not limited to, the process for

17 of 24



____
129  parents Of Jegal guardians 10 be notified of English leamer parent advisory councils and the
0 rocess for the appointment of volunteer parents or legal guardians 10 a counci)
33 Proces
61 f section 7 of said chs
SECTION 3. The first paragraph of section 7 o said chapter 71A, s 5o appearing, is
331 e . =
i first 2 sentences and inserting in place thereof the fi :
by striking out the Ol the following
332 hereby amended b £
| 332 ) :
1 icipate. consistent with secti
vt Tearmer shall participate. © section 11 of chapter 69,
.. Each English leamer s >7,In the
333 sentence:- Eac
334  statewide assessment system.
SECTION 32 Said section 7 of said chapter 71A. s 50 appearing. s hereby further
335 R ¥

136 amended by inserting after the word “learners™, in line 12, the following words:- and enrolled in
33 3

337 apublic school. including a charter school.
SECTION%Said section 7 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further
390 amended by striking out, in line 20, the words “on an internet web site” and inserting in place

" 340 thereof the following words:- online in machine readable format. to the extent feasible.

341 SECT ION%O. The first paragraph of said section 7 of said chapter 71A. as so appearing,
342 is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
343 sentence:- Results of assessments shall be used as a factor in determining the efficacy of an

344  English learner program offered by a school district but shall not be the sole basis for evaluation

345  ofadistrict, school, English learner program or individual educator.

346 SECTION ﬁi Said section 7 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further

347  amended by inserting after the word “The™, in line 39, the following words:- report cards and

348  progress.

18 of 24



(%) g )
1 349 SECHON)Z, Scetion 7A of said chapter 7) A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
{ 350 striking out. in line 2, the figure “5™ and inserting in place thercof the following figure:- 6.

351 SECTION % Said section 7A of said chapter 71 A, s so appearing, is .

, 352 amended by striking out the second and third sentences ung inserting in place thereof the

353 following 2 paragraphs:-

‘ 354 The evaluation shall include, but shall not be limited 1o (i) & review of individual student
355
356 leamners: (iii) a review of the dropout, gr duation, discipline and special education incid

(‘ . . P e . .
357 rates of the English leamer population in the district: (iv) using the best available data, a review

3s8
359  the English leamner education program within the 3 school years preceding the on-site visit for

records of English leamers; (ii) a review of the programs and services provided to English

of the dropout, graduation, discipline and special education rates of English leamers who exited

that 3-year period: (v) a description of the processes by which school-based teams, consisting of
* educators, administrators and support staff, monitor the progress of English learners and former

Lol {mview of the administration and coordination of English learer
$ il for bilingual education established under section 1G

ults of the department’s monitoring of English leamer

the department from conducting an evaluation of a

further amended by adding the following 3



. % e
371 Section 10, Teachers and 3 assigned o ) isition program shall

372 beproperly qualified under state law for the program type. The department shall establish

373 endorsements for educators who have completed coursework and field-based experience to

374  provide instruction within sheltered English immersion Programs, 2-way immersion programs

375  transitional bilingual programs and other Programs that meet the Fequirements of this chapter.

Annually, not later than June 1. the department shaj) Provide each district with

376 alist of all
377 educators who have current endorsements PUrsuant 1o this section, Prior 10 the beginning of cach
578  school year, districts, including charter schools shall verify that each of the educators in an

| 379  English leamer program is properly endorsed for that program.

380 Section 11. The department shall develop: (i) benchmarks for attaining English
381 proficiency for English learners, (ii) guidelines to assist school districts in the identification of
382  English learners who do not meet benchmarks and (iii) an English learning success template for

383  use by districts to assist English learners who do not meet English proficiency benchmarks.

ines shall include: (i) recommendations for school districts to identify and

»

387 benchmarks; { "') best practices for ensuring that English learners meet English proficiency
S Mmﬂludgoaisineludmg, but not limited to, methods to incorporate parental




303
394

305

406
407

409
410
411
412
413
414

English proficiency benchmarks and shall establish a process for the district 10 (i) identify areas
in which identified English leamers needs improvement and establish personalized goals for the
entified English learners (o attain English [\n-ﬁc:cnc_\, (i1) assess and track the progress of

. e o identified areas of improvement: (i: ’
English leamers in the ide SIMENt (iif) review resources and services

. o nlk ers that may assisy « N
available to identified English leamers + ASSISUsaid Teamners in the identified areas of

gk 3 from the pare
improvement; and (iv) incorporate input © PArents or legal guardian of the identified

English leamer..
The department shall solieit public comment prior to issuing the benchmarks,

guidelines and English learning success template. The department shall review the benchmarks.
guidelines and English learning success template not less than every 5 vears. The review shall
include a period of public comment. School districts shall provide a copy of the department
guidelines. materials describing the benchmarks and the English leamning success template to the
parent or guardian of each English leamner, in the English learner’s primary language, at the
beginning of each school year or upon enroliment of the child in an English learner program if

the enrollment is not concurrent with the beginning of the school year.

Section 12. School districts shall, at least annually, inform the parents or legal guardians
of English learners of their rights to: (i) choose a language acquisition program among those
offered by the school district under section 4; (ii) request a new language acquisition program
under said section 4: or (iii) withdraw a student from a language acquisition program. Notice

shall be sent by mail not Jater than 10 days afier the enrollment of the student in the school

district. The notice shall. to the extent possible: (A) be in a language that is understandable to the

Pparents or legal guardians; (B) contain a simple, easy to understand description of the purpose,

method and content of the available programs; (C) inform the parent or legal guardian of the
21 of 24



Hght 10 visit an English'leamer program in the school district; and (D) inform the parent or legal

416

417  guardian of available conferences or MEEHNgs 10 learn abyy the English leamner programs
418  offered in the school district.

419 If the school district recommends placing an English leamer i gn Bt

420  program, the parent or Jegal guardian of the student shall have the right a1 e me ofthe

nal notification under this section or at the close of @ marking periog, 1, witlidraw the

421  ongi
- 422 dent from & program by sendi written notice of the decision by mail or Slecirons
423  communication to the school authority designated by the school district in which the student is
:124 enrolled; provided. however, that written confirmation of the withdrawal shall be provided
425  annually to the school by the parent or legal guardian and such confirmation shall be retained in
426 the student’s cumulative folder: and provided further, that the student shall retain the right to

427  enter into an English learner program at any time.

SECHON%mm‘sball be a special commission established pursuant to section 2A of
§ the General Laws to investigate and study the current collection and dissemination

and sm te chairs of the joint committee on

- their designees who shall serve as the co-chairs: 1 person to be appointed by the

y the speaker of the house of representatives: |




School Committees or a designee; the toRiAL
c T ormc A T o1 m

439 School Principals’ Assoc., Inc. or a designee; the ¢ .
S\ r of the Massachusetts

440 Secondary Schools Administrators Association. Incorporateq x it =
esignee; the executive

441 director of the Administrators of Special Education, Inc. or 4 dec
) designee; and §
y persons 1o be

appointed by the govemor, | of whom shall be representative of e Vst
assachusetts Association

a2
443 of Teachers of Speakers of Other Languages, Inc.; 2 of whom shall be superintendents selected
selecl
444 from alist of 3 superintendents from school districts serving high concentrations of English
o 1

445 lang@e leamers nominated by the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, {
s ANC.

446  and 2 of whom shall be district-level English learner program di < selecied from alistof3
447  district-level English learner program directors inated by the M h Association of
448  School Superintendents. Inc.
449 The commission shall: (i) study, review and report on all existing school and district

-muhn!mmts;relaﬁve to English lapg@ge leamers including, but not limited to, annual
rey sirements relative to English lang®1ize learners as required under section 11 of

ii) consider how current data is collected and used to evaluate
and its effectiveness: (iti) review the parental choice and
eness and transparency of district and state reporting

v) consider improvements to data collection and

agencies. parents, guardians, teachers. school

chairs deem necessary for the purpose of filing its




A60
461

462

An

e commission shall file a report containing its finding and any recommendations with

erks of the senate and house of representatives not later than July 31, 2018.

the ¢l
SECTION %In developing the eriteria o qualify for the state seal of biliteracy under
cetion 1 ofchapier 69 of the General L&wS: the department of clementary and secondary
he work of national organizations and other states on such a scal. the

education shall consider ¢
work of the seal of bilitesacy Pl
department, Any assessment required t0 qualify for the scal shall be given by the school district
at no cost (o a low-income sudent as deseribed in the definition of low-i = i
seetion 2 of chapter 70 of the General Laws.

SECTION %Tl The department of elementary and secondary education shall establish and

lot project. 88 well as other information deemed relevant by the

publish on its website the benchmarks, guidelines and English learning success template
described in section 11 of chapter 71A of the General Laws not later than September 1, 2018.

 Districts shall adopt the procedures described in said section 11 of said chapter 71A not later

’
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5] district’s plan to evaluate the effectiveness of its English
(i) helping students attain English language proficiency
 measuring student readiness 10 join mainstream classrooms:

J ded. in addition to department requirements: and (iv) a
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23 chapter 69 and curriculum frameworks under section 1E of said chapter 69.

24 SECTION 3. Section 2 of chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting

d chapter 71A is hereby amended by striking out, in line 2.
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er 71A is hereby further amended by striking
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pgrfommncc of students who have exited an English leamer program 10 assess the acag,
Cademic
iveness of E nglish language classroom programming
. ement and effec ng
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{ said chapter 1A, as so appearing,
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the word * sduring” and inserting in place thereof the fo 3
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an alternative instructic 2 ‘:
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SECTION 9. Subscction (2) © =hast: apier 71A, as so appearing, is

hereby amended by striking out the third sentence and inserting in place thereof the following 2

sentences:- A school, under advisement of a teacher or guidance counselor, may request a waiver

for an individual child in writing, with notice of the waiver request provided to the child’s
parents, in a form prescribed by the department. If a parental or school-requested waiver has
been granted . the affected child may be transferred to an alternative instructional program,

which for the purposes of this chapter, shall include but shall not be limited to. classes teaching

ects through bilingual education techniques or other generally-recognized
- b'\\-‘\

51 SECTION 10. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing. is hereby further
52 amended by inserting after the word “waiver.” in line 18, the following words:- or school-

53 requested exception waiver.

54 SECTION 11. Said section S of said chapter 71A. as so appearing. is hereby further
55 ded bv striki I 5, " .
amended by striking out. in line 33, the word “and” and inserting in place thereof the following
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words:

and:

SECTION 12. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A, as so Appearing is herel
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SECTION 14. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A. as so appearing. is hereby further
amended by inserting after the word “pas sed.” in line 46, the following words:- | unless the child

has previously attended the school.

SECTION 15. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in line 47. the words “such an individual” and inserting in place

thqeodlhe word:- a.

A's' ECTION

Said section 5 of said chapter 71A. as so appearing. is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 51 and 52, the words “special individual needs” and inserting in

place thereofyfthe word:- circumstances.
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Section SA.

School districts shall annually inform the parents or legal
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§5  right to visit an English learner program in the school district: and (iv) inform the parent or lepal

x> gt 194 F

86  guardian of available conferences or meetings to leamn about the English leamer programs.

g

If a school dist.ricl recommends placing an English learner in an English leamer program,
the parent or legal guardian of the child shall have the right, at the time of the original
notification under this section, or at the close of any marking period, to withdraw the child from
nmogmhywndmgwnnen notice of the decision by mail or electronic communication to the :
schoolahority desigmated by th schooldisitin whichthe child memolled” ;

SECTION

19. Said chapter 71A., as so appearing, is hereby further amended by inserting i
afterfsection 6 the following section:- :

Section 6A. A school district operating a language acquisition program for English
leamers serving more than 100 English leamers or in which English learners are more than 5 per

96 cent of the district’s student population. whichever is less. shall establish an English learner
parent advisory i

‘e council shall be composed of volunteer parents or legal guardians
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106. Jearners. An English learner parent advisory council may meet at least once annually with s
107  school council established pursuant 1o said section 59C. The English leamer parent advisory
108 council shall establish by-laws regarding officers and operational procedures. In the course of its

109  duties under this section, the English learner parent advisory council shall receive assistance
110 from the director of language acquisition programs for the school district or other appropriate

111 school personnel as designated by the superintendent.

SECTION 20. The first paragraph of section 7A of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is
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2 sentences:- The evaluation shall include, but shall not be limited to: (i) a review of individual

sentence and inserting in place thereof the following

Viis ™

115 student records of all English leamers; (ii) a review of the number of waivers issued by the
116 school and when applicable, the type of alternative instructional program provided; (iii) a review
117 of the programs and services provided to English leamers; (iv) a review of the dropout,
118 graduation, discipline and special education incidence rates of English learners formerly enrolled
119 in the district within the prior 3 years; (v) a description of the processes by which school-based
120 teams consisting of educators. administrators and support staff, monitor the progress of English
|
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129 SECTION 22. Not later than July 1, 2018, the department of elementary and secondary

130 education shall establish guidelines for school districts to assist in supporting English learners, as
131  defined in section 2 of chapter 71A of the General Laws, who do not meet anticipated

132 benchmarks in attaining English proficiency. The guidelines shall include. but not be limited to:
133 (i) ways for school districts to provide individualized goals and plans for English leamers who

134  are not meeting anticipated benchmarks in attaining English proficiency: (ii) best practices for

135 ensuring that English learners meet individualized goals and plans to meet benchmarks in
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mﬁﬁmmﬁﬁmy;md(m) ways for school districts to share best practices among

137 each other in assisting English learners in attaining English proficiency.

138 SECTION 23. Not later than July 1, 2018 the department of clementary and secondary
139 education shall establish guidelines relative to English learner parent advisory councils created
140 pursuant to section 6A of chapter 71A of the General Laws. The guidelines shall include. but not

141 be limited to the process for parents or legal guardians to be notified of English learner parent
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SECTION 26. The department of elementary and secondary education shall promulgate
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chairs of e foint committee on education. of their designees. 1 member of the senate, sppoisted
Dy the senate president: 1 member of the house of represeniatives, appoinied by the speaker. |
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recelving such a Seal, including English Langusge Learners as well as native English speakers
The task force shall file a report containing its finding and any recommendations with the join

committee 00 education. and the clerks of the house and the senate not later than January |,

2018,
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By Mr. Sanchez of Boston, a petition (accompanied by bill, ”m{
and others relative to English language leamer programs in pllhht

chez
No. 2058) of Jeffrey San
hools. Education-

[SIMILAR MATTER FILED IN PREVIOUS SESSION
SEE HOUSE, NO. 4566 OF 2015-2016.)

The Commonwealtl of Massachusetts

In the One Hundred und Ninetieth General Court
(2017-2018)
An Act for language opportunity for our kids.

: authority
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the

of the same, as follows
SECTION 1. The nineteenth paragraph of section 11 of chapter 69 of the General Laws,
as appearing in the 2014 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after clause (j). the
following clauses:-

(k) a description of the school district’s plan to evaluate the effectiveness of its English
language learner programs relative to: (i) helping students attain English language proficiency
and master academic standards; (ii) measuring student readiness to join mainstream classrooms;
(iii) evaluations and measures provided in addition to department requirements; and (iv) a

description of the steps that the school district plans to take to address an identified deficiency;

(1) a record of: (i) instances in which a parent or guardian requested to withdraw a student

from or refused a student’s participation in an English learner program; and (i) meetings held

20f8



. isfactory pro;
I with parents regarding a student who is not making satisfactory p!

< -pajing
ard partic!
RICSS towi

12 and leaming in an integrated classroom;
ily and

17
18

19

24

jth culturd
(m) a description of training provided by the district to staff who work kg
linguistically diverse student populations; and
carict’s

(n) documentation detailing the participation of English language leamers in:the dls‘“ct
regular and advanced educational programs and extracurricular activities,

SECTION 2. The fifth paragraph of section 59C of chapter 71, as amended b"swﬁonz
of chapter 255 of the acts 0f 2016, is hereby amended by inserting after the first sentence the

following sentence:-

In school districts in which English language learners comprise more than 5 per cent ;L
the district’s student population, the plan to improve student performance shall include a
description of the educational program models and approaches offered by the school district to
ensure the progress of English language learners in attaining English speaking, reading. writing
and oral comprehension skills and in meeting academic standards under section 1D of chapter 69

and curriculum frameworks under section 1E of said chapter 69.

SECTION 3. Section 3 of chapter 71A, as so appearing, mhﬂebyamended by insertis
at the end thereof the following sentence:- School districts shall track the wadmeperfommge
of students who have exited an English learner program to assess the academic achievement and

effectiveness of English language classroom programming.

30f8



frer word
§ amended by inserting e
30 SECTION 4. Section 4 of said chapter 71A is hereby ved
S o . ! ernative instructional program
31 immersion”, in line 6, the following words:- , or an alternati
32 by the department of elementary and secondary education,.
= - cering after the Word
| 33 SECTION 5. Scction 5 of said chapter 71A is hereby amended by inserting
34 “visit™, in line 6, the following words:- or provide a written request 1o,
35 S - ) e out
SECTION 6. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A is hereby funther amended bywikms
36

the third sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentences:- A xahoolrnl)d“

37  advisement of a teacher or guidance counselor, may also request a waiver for an individual

38  student. If a parental or school-requested waiver has been granted by the department, the affecte

39 child may be transferred to classes teaching English and other subjects through bilingual

40 ducation techniques or other g lly-recognized educational methodologies permitted by law.

41 SECTION 7. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A is hereby further amended by inserting

42 after the word “parental”, in line 18, the following words:- or school-requested.

43 SECTION 8. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A is hereby further amended by inserting
44 after the word “classroom”, in line 33, the following words:- or has a demonstrated need based
45  on his or her academic record from the previous year,.
e
S TV T r'=.
46 SECTION 9. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A is hereby funheramendedbyinseﬁng
47  after the word “provided”, in line 41, the following words:- by the parent or school. ,
48 SECTION 10. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A is hereby further amended by inserting
49  after the word “passed.” in line 46, the following words:- unless the student has previously
50 attended the school,.

4of 8



inserting after
51 SECTION 11. Chapter 71A, as so appearing. is
52 section 5 the following section:-
53 Section SA.
54 School districts shall annually inform the parents or legal guardians 0

55 their right to apply for a waiver and choose an alternative language acquisition program SEEE=

56 those offered by the school district, of to withd a student from a | aequim
L - L= 2

57  program. Notice shall be sent by mail not later than 10 days after the enroliment
58  the school district. The notice shall, to the extent feasible: (i)bcinalanguagedmi’_':
59 understandable to the parents or legal guardians; (i) contain a clear description of the PUTPOSe:
60  method and content of the available programs; (iii) inform the parent o legal guardian of the

right to visit an English leamer program in the school district; and (iv) inform the parent or legal

61
62  guardian of available conferences or meetings 10 leamn about the English learner programs.
63 If a school district recommends placing an English learner in an English learner program,
64 the parent or legal guardian of the student shall have the right, at the time of the original
65 notification under this section, or at the close of any marking period, to withdraw the student
66 from a program by sending written notice of the decision by mail or dewmemmmmedlonto
67  the school authority designated by the school district in which the st

68 'SECTION 12. Said chapter 71A is hereby further amended by ins
69 the following section:-
70

Section 6A.
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ok - English learn€
A school district operating a language acquisition program fortag
per cent of the

; ; an 5
more than 100 English learners or in which English leamners are more th @
t advisory

. Jlish learner paren!
district’s student population, whichever is less, shall establish an English |
| guardians of students
council. Any such council shall be composed of volunteer parents or legal g .
. col.lﬂc‘l
who are or have been identified as English leamers. The duties of the parent advisory
. ) of
shall include, but not be limited to: (i) advising the school district, school committee Of board
< 3 O
frustecs on matters that pertain to English leamers; (if) meeting regularly with school oﬁiclﬂlsl
participate in the planning and development of programs designed to improve t:due.ﬁw“
opportunities for English learners; and (iii) participating in the review of school or distriet
improvement plans established under section 39C of chapter 71 as they relate to English learners.

A parent advisory council may meet at least once annually with each school council within the
ding officers and

school district. The parent advisory council shall establish by-laws gar

operational procedures. In the course of its duties under this section, the parent advisory council
for the school district

shall receive assistance from the di of language acquisition prog;

or other appropriate school personnel as designated by the superintendent.
SECTION 13. Section 7A of said chapter 71A is hereby further amended by striking out
the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sentences:- The evaluation shall
include, but not be limited to: (i) a review of individual student records of all English learners;
(ii) a review of the number of waivers issued by school and the type of alternative instructional
method provided; (iii) a review of the programs and services provided to English learners; (iv) a

review of the dropout, graduation, discipline and special education incidence rates of English

learners formerly enrolled in the district within the prior 3 years; (v) a description of the

processes by which school-based teams consisting of educators, administrators and support staff,
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eamers; (vi) 8 review of the

94 monitor the progress of English leamers and former English | ii) a
nstruction: and (V1

. ; ;
95 amount, frequency and effectiveness of English as a second language o,
i s.
lination of English learner education program:
hapter 15 shall

96 review of the administration and ¢

97 advisory council for bilingual education established under section 1G of ¢ . :
98 annually review the results of the department's monitoring of English learner programs s
99 districts.
100 SECTION 14. Not later than July 1, 2018, the department of clementary and secondary
101 education shall establish guidelines for school districts to assist in supporting English 1eamers
102 who do not meet anticipated benchmarks in altaining English proficiency. The guidelines shall
103 include. but not be limited to: (i) ways for school districts to provide individualized goals and
104 plans for English leamers who are not meeting anticipated benchmarks in attaining English
105 proficiency; (ii) best practices for ensuring that English learners meet individualized goals and
106  plans to meet benchmarks in attaining English proficiency; and (iii) ways for school districts to

107 share best practices among each other in assisting English learners in gaining English
108  proficiency.

109 SECTION 15. Not later than July 1, 2018 the department of elementary and secondary
110 education shall establish guidelines relative to English leamer parent advisory councils created
111 pursuant to section 6A of Chapter 71A of the General Laws, The guidelines shall include, but not
112 be limited to the process for parents or legal guardians to be notified of English learner parent
113 advisory councils and the process for the appointment of volunteer parents or legal guardians to

114 the council.

- 7of8



115 SECTION 16, Notwithstanding any general or special law o the contrsry, Mmﬁ:
116 shall provide a copy of department of elementary snd secondary education guidelines

117 supporting English learners who do not meet anticipated benchmarks M‘WNW‘?
I8 proficiency o the parent or guardian of each English leamer, in m;W"““ZW"-“"

H19 primary language, ot the beginning of each school year or upon enrollment of the
120 English learner pr

ram i the I innot
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SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 69 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016

Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 3 and 4, the words “a limited English

proficient student™ and inserting in place thereof the following words:- an English learner.
SECTION 2. Section 1A of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby amended by

striking out. in lin¢ 57, the words “conducted pursuant to the provisions of section 3 of chapter

71B".
SECTION 3. Section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby amended by

striking out, in line 279, the word “and™.
SECTION 4. The nineteenth paragraph of said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so
appearing, is hereby amended by striking out clause (j) and inserting in place thereof the
following 6 clauses:-
(j) whether there were complaints filed with a federal or state court or administrative
agency since the program's inception concerning compliance with federal or state minimum \egal

requirements, the disposition of the complaint and the monitoring and evaluation of an

15 agreement or court order relative to the complaint;

L e —
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22
23 (m)lrooondof:(i)ins!anminwhichapmnlorgmmianmq\medlowilhdnwa
24 dent from or refused a student’s participation in an English 1 guage lcarner program; and (i)
25 ings held with p ling a student who is not king satisf Y progress toward

26 participating and learning in an integrated classroom;

(n) a description of training provided by the district to staff who work with culturally and
28  linguistically diverse student populations; and

(0) documentation detailing the participation of English language learners in the district’s
30  regular and advanced educational programs and extracurricular activities.

SECTION 5. The last paragraph of said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is

31
32 hnebyammdedbysuikingom!helmsemenceandinseninginplacelhereoflhcfollowingz
33 sentences:- The commissioner shall annually submit a report to the joint committee on education

34  on the data, which shall be disaggregated on a statewide and school district basis and into
categories including, but not limited to, language group and type of English leamers program.

35
The report shall also include an analysis of the status of the progress of English leamers,

36
37 referencing the relevant data required to be collected in this section.
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58

Thedq)uﬁﬂentofelmymdmndaryedumionsban develop an insignia to be

dent who has been awarded a state seal of biliteracy

affixed to the dipl or iptofa

and make the insignia available to school districts in an electronic format for the preparation of
diplomas. A school district that chooses to award the state seal of biliteracy to qualifying
students under this section shall maintain appropriate records in order to identify students who

have eamed a state seal of biliteracy and affix the appropriate insignia to the diploma or
transcript of a student who earns a state seal of biliteracy.
SECTION 7. Section 59C of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016

Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 44, the figure “3” and inserting in
place thereof the following figure:- 4.

SECTION 8. The fifth paragraph of said section 59C of said chapter 71, as so appearing,

is hereby amended by inserting after the first sentence the following sentence:-
In school districts with English learners, the plan to improve student performance shall

include a description of the educational program models and approaches offered by the school
district to ensure the progress of English learners in attaining English speaking, reading, wnting

_ I‘.-
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77
78

meanings unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

“Commissioner™, the commissioner of el y and dary

“Department”, the department of el y and dary ed

“Dual language education” or “2-way bilingual”, a program that integrates language
learning and academic instruction for native speakers of English and native speakers of another
language with the goals of high academic achievement, first and second academic language

proficiency and cross-cultural understanding.

“English language development” or “English as a second language”, a specially designed
course of study that focuses on the acquisition of the English language consistent with a student's
English proficiency, performance and developmental level.

“English learner”, a student who does not speak English or whose native language is not
English and who is not currently able to perform ordinary classroom work in English.

“Foreign language”, a language other than English, which shall include American sign

language.
s



83 o S {
84 support, using English as the primary language of instruction; and (ii) English language

85  development instruction.

86 “Transitional bilingual education”, a program for an English learner that follows a
87  bilingual approach to learning in which the native language of the English leamer is used to

88  support a student’s development of English and content learning and then is gradually phased out
89  ofinstruction as a student’s English proficiency increases to assist a student in attaining oral
90  comprehension, speaking, reading and writing skills in English and in meeting academic

91  standards of curriculum frameworks established under sections 1D and 1E of chapter 69.

92 Section 2. A school district shall annually identify the number of English learners within
93 the school district in grades pre-kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive, for districts that have a pre-
94  kindergarten program and in grades kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive, for districts that do not

95  have a pre-kindergarten program, and shall classify an English learner according to: (i) grade

96 level: (ii) the language in which the English learner possesses a primary speaking ability; and

97  (iii) the type of English learner program in which the English learner is enrolled. The informatio
98  shall be made publicly available for each school and the school district on the district’s website

99 A school district shall also track the academic performance of the students who have exited

e
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ednuﬁomlnwdnddnllbehsmmadbywbqsqmﬁﬁedmdusmelaw.ﬁxhschool
Mahﬂmbyasﬁdmmmofmsof&glishasaswondhnguageror
ﬁeﬂiﬁd&gﬁsﬁhﬂmmvided,hom.mmasehooldisﬁashdlmploymlml
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Awdaxwmme(hedanEnglishleamerpmgmmmmminedEngﬁshpmﬁciemy
thmwﬁngliﬂ:hngmgcmpponudevelomnemmsmnﬁomasneed&moﬁu\o
perform grade level classwork.
: i in the classroom if the level of
Schools may place English learners of different ages in the same
English proficiency for those English learners is similar. Schools shall be encouraged 1o integrats
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. 10 enroll in an English learner

program may select any available English leamer program offered by the school district.

A parent or legal guardian may refuse to enroll a student or may remove a student from
an English learner program. The parent or legal guardian shall provide written confirmation of
the decision, which shall be retained in the student’s cumulative folder. The student shall

continue to be designated as an English learner, receive the support necessary to overcome
language barriers within the general academic program setting and retain the right to enter into

an English learner program at any time.
A school district may join with other school districts to provide an English learner

program under this chapter.

legal guardian of a student may request a new language acquisition

The parent or
gram and if a school district or charter

program for a student enrolled in an English learner pro
school receives requests from the parents or legal guardians of not less than 20 students to
1 in that school district or charter

implement a specific program to provide language instructio
school, the school district or charter school shall, not later than 90 days after receiving the
request, respond and provide: (i) a plan for implementation of the requested program; O ya

dm“°f'b°wqminwﬁﬁng,thmincludesanexplanaﬁonofmeduﬁa\.



shall include, but not be limie vising the school district, school committee or board of
150 trustees on matters that pertain to English learners; (if) meeting regularly with school officials to
151 participate in the planning and development of programs designed to improve educational

152 opportunities for English leamers: and (iii) participating in the review of school or district

tablished under secti 59C of chapter 71 as they relate 1o English leamers,

153 improvement plans

154 Upon request from a parent advisory council, each school committee within the school district or
155 the board of trustees of the charter school shall meet at least annually with the parent advisory
156  council. The parent advisory council shall establish by-laws regarding officers and operational
157 procedures. In the course of its duties under this section, the parent advisory council shall receive
158  assistance from the director of language acquisition programs for the school district or other

159 appropriate school personnel as designated by the superintendent,

Section 5. Communication to the parents and legal guardians of English leamers by the

161 school district shall, at least annually, inform the parents or legal guardians of their rights to: (i)

choose a language acquisition program among those offered by the school district including,
transitional bilingual education and 2-way bilingual

but

163 not limited to, sheltered English immersion,
or dual language education; (ii) request a new language acquisition program under section 4: ot

(iii) withdraw a student from a language acquisition program. Notice shall be sent by mail not

165
166 later than 10 days after the enrollment of the student in the school district. The notice shall, \o




1f the school districtrecom s viacing an English leamer in an English leamer
program, the parent or legal guardian of the student shall have the right, at the time of the
original notification under this section or at the close of any marking period, to withdraw the

ding written notice of the d by mail or

175 dent from a program by
communication to the school authority designated by the school district in which the student is

176
177  enrolled.
178 Section 6. Each English learner shall participate, with section 11 of chapter 69,

179  in the statewide assessment system.

A statewide standardized criterion referenced test of English language proficiency that

180
181  assesses the achievement of English language oral and literacy skills shall be administered
182  annually to students who are English learners in kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive, and enrolled
183 ina public school, including a charter school.
184 Assessment scores of individual students shall not be made publicly available and shall
185  be provided in a confidential manner to a parent or Jegal guardian of the student. Aggregated
online in

schools and school districts shall be made publicly available
data of students classified as English

186 assessment data for
mwhhemdablefommmaggmgmedmmml
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209  processes by which school-based teams, consisting of educators,

The district shall send report cards and progress reports including, but not limited to,

progress in becoming proficient in using the English language and other school communications,

{ in the English learners programs. Such report cards

to the p or legal guardians of
and progress reports shall be completed in the same manner and with the same frequency as

report cards and progress reports to other students enrolled in the district. The report cards and

progress reports shall, to the maximum extent possible, be written in a language understandable

to the parent or legal guardian of a student.

Section 7. The department shall conduct an on-site visit in every school district at least
once every 6 years to evaluate the effectiveness of programs serving English learners. The
evaluation shall include, but not be limited to, a review of the individual student records of
English leamers, a review of the programs and services provided to English learners and a
review of the dropout, graduation, discipline and special education incidence rates of the English
Jearner population in the district. Using the best available data, the department shall provide a

monitoring report of the dropout, graduation, discipline and special education rates of English
learners who exited the English learner education program within the 3 school years preceding

the on-site visit for that 3-year period. The report shall also include: a description of the

administrators and support sta
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231

Section 8. Upon receipt of success templates and guidelines from the department as
described in this section, districts shall adopt procedures to identify English learners who do not
meet benchmarks in attaining English proficiency established by the department and shall

establish a process for the district to: (i) identify areas in which an identified English learner
needs improvement and set individualized goals for the identified English learner to attain
English proficiency; (ii) assess and track an English learner’s progress on the areas of
improvement; (iii) review resources and services available to an identified English learner that
may assist the identified English learner in the identified areas of improvement; and (iv)
incorporate input from a identified English learner’s parents or legal guardian. .

The department shall develop an English learning success template for use by districts to
assist an English learner who does not meet benchmarks in attaining English proficiency.

Districts that implement the template may use the template to develop a plan for a student who

does not meet benchmarks in attaining English proficiency.

The department shall establish guidelines for school districts to assist in the identification
of an English learner who does not meet benchmarks in attaining English proficiency. The
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240
241
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244
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247

The department shall solicit public comment before issuing the benchmarks, g
and English learning success template. The department shall review the benchmarks, guidelines

and English learning success template every S years and may update them as appropriate. The

review shall include a period of public comment.

Upon a student’s enrolling in an English learner program, and at the beginning of cach
subsequent school year during which the student remains enrolled in an English learner program,
materials describing the benchmarks, English learning success template, and guidelines shall be
provided to the student’s parent or legal guardian in a language that the parents or legal guardian
and the student understand.

Section 10. Teachers and administrators assigned to a language acquisition program shall
be properly qualified under state law for the program type. A core academic teacher of English
learners, as defined in regulation, including a core academicteacher in a vocational-technical
education program under chapter 74, shall meet the requirements under section 38G of chapter

71 and relevant regulations for certification in the teacher's subject area and endorseraent Ot

certification in content instruction of English learners.
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263

of chapter 69 of the General Laws.

SECTION 12. The department of clementary and secondary education shall establish and
idelines and English leaming success template

Mlich on i hei o
P on its the ks, g

described in section 8 of chapter 71A of the General Laws not later than September 1, 2018.
Districts shall adopt the procedures described in said section 8 of said chapter 71 A not later than
6 months after the establishment by the department of the benchmarks, guidelines and English
learning success template described in said section 8 of said chapter 71A.

SECTION 13. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the department
of elementary and secondary education shall report on the teaching of civics in secondary or
intermediate public school districts. The report shall include, but shall not be limited to, the
number of school districts requiring the completion of a civics section before graduation.

The report shall be submitted to the clerks of the senate and house of representatives and
the joint committee on education not later than December 31, 2017.

SECTION 14. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the department
of elementary and secondary education shall report on the teaching of United States history in



29 SECTION 15, This act shall apply to school years beginning on and after the 2018-2019

280  school year.
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H.R., August 3, 2017.
The House non-concurred with the Senate in its amendment; and

appointed a committee of conference on the disa reeing votes of the
two branches. Representatives Peisch of Welles%ey. Moran of Lawrence
and Ferguson of Holden are appointed the committee on the part of the
House.

Sent to the Senate to be joined.

)7 , Clerk.

SENATE, AUGUST 3, 2017

ena d in the
insgsted on its amendment abd comcirre
oi:tme:: of a emmmimkk committee of conference on the
ggga reeing votes $f the two branches. Senators Chang-szz,
Dibogenico and O'Copner were appointed the committee on the

part of the Senate.
b&ao,fqmalﬁ Clerk.

Retarned to the Houise.
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214

215

of rep ives, appoi

by the speaker; | member of the senate, appointed by the minority leader: 1 member of the house

Association of Teachers of Sp

d by the minority leader; | rey ive of the M h
} of Other | 1 rep ive of the M h
ive of the M h Foreign Languag,

Association for Bilingual Ed

Alliance for Education; and 2

I "

ive from the Mi

Association; 1 rep

superintendents, appointed by the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, Inc.,

one of whom shall be from a school district that serves high concentrations of English language

leamers, and one of whom shall be from a school district that currently operates a program for

recognizing students who have attained Biliteracy.

The task force shall examine: (i) criteria or guidelines that would need to be established

to award a state Seal of Biliteracy; (ii) the academic benchmarks that would need to be met in

order fo

such a Seal: (iv) the need for any additional assessments, state

students of receiving such a Seal,

speakers.

r a student to be awarded such a Seal: (iii) potential costs associated with implementing

or local; and (v) the benefits 10

including English Language Leamners as well as native English

110f12
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22
23 (m)lrooondof:(i)ins!anminwhichapmnlorgmmianmq\medlowilhdnwa
24 dent from or refused a student’s participation in an English 1 guage lcarner program; and (i)
25 ings held with p ling a student who is not king satisf Y progress toward

26 participating and learning in an integrated classroom;

(n) a description of training provided by the district to staff who work with culturally and
28  linguistically diverse student populations; and

(0) documentation detailing the participation of English language learners in the district’s
30  regular and advanced educational programs and extracurricular activities.

SECTION 5. The last paragraph of said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is

31
32 hnebyammdedbysuikingom!helmsemenceandinseninginplacelhereoflhcfollowingz
33 sentences:- The commissioner shall annually submit a report to the joint committee on education

34  on the data, which shall be disaggregated on a statewide and school district basis and into
categories including, but not limited to, language group and type of English leamers program.

35
The report shall also include an analysis of the status of the progress of English leamers,

36
37 referencing the relevant data required to be collected in this section.
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136

137

138
139

of the programs and services provided to English leamners: (iv) a review of the dropout,
id rates of English learners formerly enrolled

9 )

graduation, discipline and ¥
in the district within the prior 3 years: (v) a description of the processes by which school-based

teams consisting of educators, administrators and support staff. monitor the progress of English
learners and former English learners; (vi) a review of the amount, frequency and effectiveness of
English as a second language instruction: and (Vi) a review of the administration and
coordination of English learner education programs. The advisory council for bilingual education
established pursuant to section 1G of chapter 15 shall annually review the results of the
department’s monitoring of English leamer programs in school districts.

'SECTION 21. Section 8 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby amended. by
striking out, in line 17. the words “Department of Education™ and inserting in place thereof the
following word:- department.

lementary and secondary
SECTION 22. Not later than July 1, 2018, the department of elementary

education shall establish guidelines for school
defined in section 2 of chapter 71A of the General Laws,

districts to assist in supporting English lcarmes
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170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183

minority leader of the house of representatives: 1 of whom shall be the commissioner of the
desi 1 of whom shall be the

fary ed Som: ora or

y and sec
h A

department of ¢l
of School Superintendents, Inc. ora

h Association of School

ive di of the M

designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive director of the M.
Committees or a designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive director of the Massachusetts

Elementary School Principals’ Association, Inc. or a designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive
director of the Massachusetts Secondary School Administrators’ Association, Incorporated, or a
designee; 1 of whom shall the executive director of the Massachusetts Administrators of Special
Education. Inc., or a designee; 1 of whom shall be representative of the Massachusetts
Association of Teachers of Speakers of Other Languages. Inc.; and 4 of whom shall be appointed
by the governor: 2 of whom shall be selected from a list of 3 superintendents from school
districts serving high concentrations of English language leamers nominated by the
Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, Inc. and 2 of whom shall be selected from
a list of 3 district-level English language learner directors nominated by the Massachusents

Association of School Superintendents, Inc.
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196
197

198

199
200

201
202
203
204
205
206

The commission may meet with state agencies, parents, guardians, teachers, school

administrators, and any person the chairs deem necessary for the purpose of filing its repornt

The commission shall file a report containing its finding and any recommendations with

the clerks of the house of representatives and the senate not later than February 1, 2018,

SECTION 25A. Section 3 of chapter 71A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016
Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 5, the word “Kindergarten™ and
inserting in place thereof the following word: “Pre-Kindergarten™.

SECTION 26. The department of elementary and secondary education shall promulgate
regulations to implement this act no later than March 1. 2018.

SECTION 27. Section 7A of Chapter 71A of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016

Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking the first sentence and replacing it with the

following sentence:— The department shall conduct on-site visits to level 1 and 2 school districts

at least once every 5 years, and in all other school districts at least once every 3 years, for the
tiveness of programs serving English leamers and 1o validate

purpose of evaluating the effec

evidence of educational outcomes.

"

100f12
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SECTION 23. Not later than July 1, 2018 the department of elementary and secondary

relative to English leamer parent advisory councils created
I Laws. The guidelines shall include, but not

e deli

ducation shall establ

pursuant to section 6A of chapter 71A of the G
dians 10 be notified of English leamer parent

be limited to the process for parents or legal g
advisory councils and the process for the appointment of volunteer parents or legal guardians 10

the council.
SECTION 24. Notwithstanding any general or special law 1o the contrary. school districts

shall provide a copy of department of elementary and secondary education guidelines relative to
supporting English leamers, as defined in section 2 of chapter 71A of the General Laws. who do

not meet anticipated benchmarks in attaining English proficiency to the parent or guardian of
each English leamer, in the parent’s or guardian’s primary. language, at the beginning of each
school year or upon enrollment of the child in an English leamer program if the enroliment is not
concurrent with the beginning of the school year.

SECTION 25. There shall be a special commission 1o investigate and study the current
collection and dissemination of school district and statewide data relative 10 school-age k0




the senate; 1 of whom shall be a member of the house of representatives, appointed by the
minority leader of the house of representatives: 1 of whom shall be the commissioner of the
+ 1 of whom shall be the

170 department of o v and § dary education, or a d

171 executive director of the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents. Inc. ora

172 designee; | of whom shall be the executive director of the M ¥ A 1ation of School
173 Committees or a designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive director of the Massachusetts
174 El ¥ School Principals® A ion, Inc. or a designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive

director of the Massachusetts Secondary School Administrators® Association, Incorporated. or 4

175

176 designee; 1 of whom shall the executive director of the Massachusetts Administrators of Special
177 Education. Inc., or a designee; 1 of whom shall be representative of the Massachusetts

178 Association of Teachers of Speakers of Other Languages, Inc.; and 4 of whom shall be appointed
179 by the govemor: 2 of whom shall be selected from a list of 3 superintendents from school

180  districts serving high concentrations of English language leamers nominated by the

181  Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, Inc. and 2 of whom shall be selected from
182 alist of 3 district-level English language learner directors nominated by the Massachuseus

183 Association of School Superintendents, Inc.

e

The commission shall: (i) study, review and report onallm
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and inserting in place thereof the following

amended by striking out, in line 33, the word “and™
words:- or has 2 demonstrated need based on the child’s academic record from the previous year,

and.
SECTION 12. Said section 5 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by inserting after the word “provided.” in line 41, the following words:- by the parent

or school.

SECTION 13. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in line 44, the word “waivers” and inserting in place thereof the

following words:- (¢) Waivers.

SECTION 14. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing. is hereby further
amended by inserting after the word “passed,” in line 46, the following words:- , unless the child

has previously attended the school.
is hereby further

SECTION 15. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing,
“such an individual” and insering in place theres

amended by striking out, in line 47 the words

the word:- a.
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SECTION 6, Sai i it
Smdsecnon?oofmdchapterﬂkassoapmring. is hereby further
amended by adding the following sentence:- School districts shal] track the academic
performance of students who have exited an English learner Program to assess the academic

achievement and effectiveness of English language classroom programming.
SECTION 7. Section 4 of said chapter 71A., as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out. in line 6. the word “during” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- | or

an alternative instructional program approved by the department, during,

SECTION 8. Section 5 of said chapter 71A. as so appearing, is hereby amended by
inserting after the word “visit,” in line 6, the following words:- or provide a written request to,

SECTION 9. Subsection (a) of said section 5 of said chapter 71A. as so appearing, is
hereby amended by striking out the third sentence and inserting in place thereof the following 2
sentences:- A school. under advisement of a teacher or guidance counselor. may request a waiver

for an individual child in writing, with notice of the waiver request provided to the child’s

parents, in a form prescribed by the department. If a parental or school-requested waiver has

granted affected child may be transferred to an '
* = | not be limited 10. ¢
which for the purposes of this chapter,
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118

leamers savhg'meﬁ'fﬁwidt learners or in which English leamers are more than 5 per

1 hinh

is less, shall establish an English learner

cent of the district’s student poy
parent advisory council; provided, however, any school district may establish an advisory

council pursuant to this section. The council shall be composed of volunteer parents or legal

guardians of students who are or have been identified as English leamers and 10 the extent
native | ge or

feasible. the members of the council shall represent the predc
languages spoken by the students of the district. The duties of the English leamner parent advisory

council shall include. but not be limited to: (i) advising the school district, school committee or
board of trustees on matters that pertain to English leamers; (ii) meeting regularly with school
officials to participate in the planning and development of programs designed to improve
educational opportunities for English learners: and (iii) participating in the review of school or
district improvement plans established under section 39C of chapter 71 as the plans relate 1o
English learners. An English learner parent advisory council may meet at least once annually

with its school council established pursuant to said section 59C. The English learer parent
In the

advisory council shall establish by-laws regarding officers and operational procedures.
advisory council shall reeeive

course of its duties under this section, the English learner parent

60f12
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thereof;, the following sentence: .
19 committee on education on such data on a statewide and school district basis, including, but not

20 limited to, by language group and type of English language learners program and an analysis of

21 the status of English language leamers progress in the ¢ ealth, referencing the data

22 collected in clauses (a) through (n), inclusive, of this section.

23 SECTION 2. The fifth paragraph of section 59C of chapter 71, as so appearing. is hereby

24 amended by inserting afier the first sentence the following sentence:-

25 In school districts in which English language learners comprise more than 5 per cent of
26 the district’s student population, the plan to improve student performance shall include a

27  description of the educational program models and approaches offered by the school district to

ensure the progress of English language leamers in attaining English speaking, reading, writing

-and oral comprehension skills and in meeting academic standards under section 1D of said

s v

chapter 69 and curriculum frameworks under section 1E of said chapter 69,

31 SECTION 3. Section 2 of chapter 71A. as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting
32 after subsection (a) the following subsection:-

33 (a%) “Department”, the department of elementary and secondary education.
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An Act relative to language Opportunity for our kids.

Be it enacred by the

Senate and House of Represematives in General Court assembled and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

f SECTION 1. The nineteenth paragraph of section 11 of chapter 69 of the General Laws,

as appearing in the 2016 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following 4 clauses:-

(k) a description of the school district’s plan to evaluate the effectiveness of its English
language leamer programs relative to: (i) helping students attain English language proficiency
and meeting academic standards; (ii) measuring student readiness 10 join mainstream classrooms;
(iu) evaluations and measures provided, in addition to department requirements; and (iv) a

that the school district plans to take to address any identified deficiency:
: ol Je
mon of the steps v ¢

% b E & . o ithdra
rd of (1)1 Wi puardian rcqucs1ed a waiver 10 wil W
a recol . i) instances in hich a parcnt org ¢ th

from or refused a student’s participation in an English leamer program; and (i)
a student

meetn, he‘d Wﬂh palel'ﬂs regﬂldlll a S‘udel’lt who oY TORICSS \Q\Va‘ﬁ
h 15 not makmg Sa“sfm P
2
gs

participating and learning in an integrated classa'?om;




English learners of their right 1o apply for a waiver and choose an altemative instructional

program among those offered by the school district, or to withdraw a child from an altemnative

instructional program. Notice shall be sent by mail not later than 10 days after the enrollment of
ible: (i) be in a language that is

the child in the school district. The notice shall, 10 the extent fi
understandable to the p. or legal g : (i1) contain a clear description of the purpose,

method and content of the available programs: (jii) inform the parent or legal guardian of the

right to visit an English learner program in the school district; and (iv) inform the parent or legal

guardian of available conferences or meetings to learn about the English leamer programs.
If a school district recommends placing an English learner in an English learner program,

the parent or legal guardian of the child shall have the right, at the time of the original
notification under this section, or at the close of any marking period, to withdraw the child from
a program by sending written notice of the decision by mail or electronic communication 10 the

school authority designated by the school district in which the child is enrolled, provided that

written confirmation of any such request is retained in the student’s cumulative folder.
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An Act relative to language Opportunity for our kids.

Be it enacred by the

Senate and House of Represematives in General Court assembled and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

f SECTION 1. The nineteenth paragraph of section 11 of chapter 69 of the General Laws,

as appearing in the 2016 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following 4 clauses:-

(k) a description of the school district’s plan to evaluate the effectiveness of its English
language leamer programs relative to: (i) helping students attain English language proficiency
and meeting academic standards; (ii) measuring student readiness 10 join mainstream classrooms;
(iu) evaluations and measures provided, in addition to department requirements; and (iv) a

that the school district plans to take to address any identified deficiency:
: ol Je
mon of the steps v ¢

% b E & . o ithdra
rd of (1)1 Wi puardian rcqucs1ed a waiver 10 wil W
a recol . i) instances in hich a parcnt org ¢ th

from or refused a student’s participation in an English leamer program; and (i)
a student

meetn, he‘d Wﬂh palel'ﬂs regﬂldlll a S‘udel’lt who oY TORICSS \Q\Va‘ﬁ
h 15 not makmg Sa“sfm P
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participating and learning in an integrated classa'?om;




thereof;, the following sentence: .
19 committee on education on such data on a statewide and school district basis, including, but not

20 limited to, by language group and type of English language learners program and an analysis of

21 the status of English language leamers progress in the ¢ ealth, referencing the data

22 collected in clauses (a) through (n), inclusive, of this section.

23 SECTION 2. The fifth paragraph of section 59C of chapter 71, as so appearing. is hereby

24 amended by inserting afier the first sentence the following sentence:-

25 In school districts in which English language learners comprise more than 5 per cent of
26 the district’s student population, the plan to improve student performance shall include a

27  description of the educational program models and approaches offered by the school district to

ensure the progress of English language leamers in attaining English speaking, reading, writing

-and oral comprehension skills and in meeting academic standards under section 1D of said

s v

chapter 69 and curriculum frameworks under section 1E of said chapter 69,

31 SECTION 3. Section 2 of chapter 71A. as so appearing, is hereby amended by inserting
32 after subsection (a) the following subsection:-

33 (a%) “Department”, the department of elementary and secondary education.
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SECTION 6, Sai i it
Smdsecnon?oofmdchapterﬂkassoapmring. is hereby further
amended by adding the following sentence:- School districts shal] track the academic
performance of students who have exited an English learner Program to assess the academic

achievement and effectiveness of English language classroom programming.
SECTION 7. Section 4 of said chapter 71A., as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out. in line 6. the word “during” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- | or

an alternative instructional program approved by the department, during,

SECTION 8. Section 5 of said chapter 71A. as so appearing, is hereby amended by
inserting after the word “visit,” in line 6, the following words:- or provide a written request to,

SECTION 9. Subsection (a) of said section 5 of said chapter 71A. as so appearing, is
hereby amended by striking out the third sentence and inserting in place thereof the following 2
sentences:- A school. under advisement of a teacher or guidance counselor. may request a waiver

for an individual child in writing, with notice of the waiver request provided to the child’s

parents, in a form prescribed by the department. If a parental or school-requested waiver has

granted affected child may be transferred to an '
* = | not be limited 10. ¢
which for the purposes of this chapter,




63

65
66
67

68
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and inserting in place thereof the following

amended by striking out, in line 33, the word “and™
words:- or has 2 demonstrated need based on the child’s academic record from the previous year,

and.
SECTION 12. Said section 5 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by inserting after the word “provided.” in line 41, the following words:- by the parent

or school.

SECTION 13. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in line 44, the word “waivers” and inserting in place thereof the

following words:- (¢) Waivers.

SECTION 14. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing. is hereby further
amended by inserting after the word “passed,” in line 46, the following words:- , unless the child

has previously attended the school.
is hereby further

SECTION 15. Said section 5 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing,
“such an individual” and insering in place theres

amended by striking out, in line 47 the words

the word:- a.




English learners of their right 1o apply for a waiver and choose an altemative instructional

program among those offered by the school district, or to withdraw a child from an altemnative

instructional program. Notice shall be sent by mail not later than 10 days after the enrollment of
ible: (i) be in a language that is

the child in the school district. The notice shall, 10 the extent fi
understandable to the p. or legal g : (i1) contain a clear description of the purpose,

method and content of the available programs: (jii) inform the parent or legal guardian of the

right to visit an English learner program in the school district; and (iv) inform the parent or legal

guardian of available conferences or meetings to learn about the English leamer programs.
If a school district recommends placing an English learner in an English learner program,

the parent or legal guardian of the child shall have the right, at the time of the original
notification under this section, or at the close of any marking period, to withdraw the child from
a program by sending written notice of the decision by mail or electronic communication 10 the

school authority designated by the school district in which the child is enrolled, provided that

written confirmation of any such request is retained in the student’s cumulative folder.
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114
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leamers savhg'meﬁ'fﬁwidt learners or in which English leamers are more than 5 per

1 hinh

is less, shall establish an English learner

cent of the district’s student poy
parent advisory council; provided, however, any school district may establish an advisory

council pursuant to this section. The council shall be composed of volunteer parents or legal

guardians of students who are or have been identified as English leamers and 10 the extent
native | ge or

feasible. the members of the council shall represent the predc
languages spoken by the students of the district. The duties of the English leamner parent advisory

council shall include. but not be limited to: (i) advising the school district, school committee or
board of trustees on matters that pertain to English leamers; (ii) meeting regularly with school
officials to participate in the planning and development of programs designed to improve
educational opportunities for English learners: and (iii) participating in the review of school or
district improvement plans established under section 39C of chapter 71 as the plans relate 1o
English learners. An English learner parent advisory council may meet at least once annually

with its school council established pursuant to said section 59C. The English learer parent
In the

advisory council shall establish by-laws regarding officers and operational procedures.
advisory council shall reeeive

course of its duties under this section, the English learner parent

60f12
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135
136

137

138
139

of the programs and services provided to English leamners: (iv) a review of the dropout,
id rates of English learners formerly enrolled

9 )

graduation, discipline and ¥
in the district within the prior 3 years: (v) a description of the processes by which school-based

teams consisting of educators, administrators and support staff. monitor the progress of English
learners and former English learners; (vi) a review of the amount, frequency and effectiveness of
English as a second language instruction: and (Vi) a review of the administration and
coordination of English learner education programs. The advisory council for bilingual education
established pursuant to section 1G of chapter 15 shall annually review the results of the
department’s monitoring of English leamer programs in school districts.

'SECTION 21. Section 8 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby amended. by
striking out, in line 17. the words “Department of Education™ and inserting in place thereof the
following word:- department.

lementary and secondary
SECTION 22. Not later than July 1, 2018, the department of elementary

education shall establish guidelines for school
defined in section 2 of chapter 71A of the General Laws,

districts to assist in supporting English lcarmes
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SECTION 23. Not later than July 1, 2018 the department of elementary and secondary

relative to English leamer parent advisory councils created
I Laws. The guidelines shall include, but not

e deli

ducation shall establ

pursuant to section 6A of chapter 71A of the G
dians 10 be notified of English leamer parent

be limited to the process for parents or legal g
advisory councils and the process for the appointment of volunteer parents or legal guardians 10

the council.
SECTION 24. Notwithstanding any general or special law 1o the contrary. school districts

shall provide a copy of department of elementary and secondary education guidelines relative to
supporting English leamers, as defined in section 2 of chapter 71A of the General Laws. who do

not meet anticipated benchmarks in attaining English proficiency to the parent or guardian of
each English leamer, in the parent’s or guardian’s primary. language, at the beginning of each
school year or upon enrollment of the child in an English leamer program if the enroliment is not
concurrent with the beginning of the school year.

SECTION 25. There shall be a special commission 1o investigate and study the current
collection and dissemination of school district and statewide data relative 10 school-age k0




the senate; 1 of whom shall be a member of the house of representatives, appointed by the
minority leader of the house of representatives: 1 of whom shall be the commissioner of the
+ 1 of whom shall be the

170 department of o v and § dary education, or a d

171 executive director of the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents. Inc. ora

172 designee; | of whom shall be the executive director of the M ¥ A 1ation of School
173 Committees or a designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive director of the Massachusetts
174 El ¥ School Principals® A ion, Inc. or a designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive

director of the Massachusetts Secondary School Administrators® Association, Incorporated. or 4

175

176 designee; 1 of whom shall the executive director of the Massachusetts Administrators of Special
177 Education. Inc., or a designee; 1 of whom shall be representative of the Massachusetts

178 Association of Teachers of Speakers of Other Languages, Inc.; and 4 of whom shall be appointed
179 by the govemor: 2 of whom shall be selected from a list of 3 superintendents from school

180  districts serving high concentrations of English language leamers nominated by the

181  Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, Inc. and 2 of whom shall be selected from
182 alist of 3 district-level English language learner directors nominated by the Massachuseus

183 Association of School Superintendents, Inc.

e

The commission shall: (i) study, review and report onallm
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minority leader of the house of representatives: 1 of whom shall be the commissioner of the
desi 1 of whom shall be the

fary ed Som: ora or

y and sec
h A

department of ¢l
of School Superintendents, Inc. ora

h Association of School

ive di of the M

designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive director of the M.
Committees or a designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive director of the Massachusetts

Elementary School Principals’ Association, Inc. or a designee; 1 of whom shall be the executive
director of the Massachusetts Secondary School Administrators’ Association, Incorporated, or a
designee; 1 of whom shall the executive director of the Massachusetts Administrators of Special
Education. Inc., or a designee; 1 of whom shall be representative of the Massachusetts
Association of Teachers of Speakers of Other Languages. Inc.; and 4 of whom shall be appointed
by the governor: 2 of whom shall be selected from a list of 3 superintendents from school
districts serving high concentrations of English language leamers nominated by the
Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, Inc. and 2 of whom shall be selected from
a list of 3 district-level English language learner directors nominated by the Massachusents

Association of School Superintendents, Inc.




Senatc

£ NO. 2125 r’

r]c?(t of the Senate amendt >
live to language opportun
No. 3740 o

———

REcoomended (W&M)

No. 3740 (alsolbi

No. 20701
Order relative to
adopted

[Orders of the Da:
Jaly 27, 2

UU[272017 - Cor
Amd (1) (Keena
Amd (3) ((Tarz

Amd (5) (Kee
Rmadx¥x
Sibstitated
for Hou
[For bill,



ud \/

IS

4
Senate, . July 20, 2017 19

and Means, to whom
‘nd Was committeq ¢h,

ter the enacting clause and
- Senate document numbered



M i .305))
mm




A : B

Ghe Commnmwealth of Massachusptg

Hoamefn ives, May 18, 2017
o Education

'
. mﬂwﬁepeddont‘*wum\ﬂvw\&

- The

. n itterf (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2058) of Jeffrey
' "Sinchez and others relative to English language learner programs in public schools

— / )

bill (House, No. 3705)



: -..».,0"°°°"'N0.2070

Commonwealth of fassachusers
@he SO

SENME‘“““‘“V'MW 82017
: m&ﬂﬂd the Ppetitions (mm“med by bil,
ncore, Thomas M. McGee, Jack Lewis
relative to language Opportunity for our



.0""°°"N0.20‘70

—

The Eonmontwealth of Massachusers

e T
gred and Nineticth General Coury

o the One ! l"'”"’

N deuts attain English languag®

i w»,@dinesstojom
cons and



partment qui andwa ) ‘

" OFthe steps thay e

!a.a!—&:ea.ci—i..s%
(o overcome any

13 measures
school district will take

@ areel
v-—.nomuoag in, an Engli

deficiencies encountered:

sy instanees in Which parents deci
parents decided 1o Withdraw yy,
ir child
Tom.

sh learner pro
gra
m and Meetingg With
Parents

o that @.x.%hﬂ.ﬁ..?fgo& forai
rall stafr
m workin
£ with

o g 8 ’%Oﬂ ve
. : mow___-aouu. and

cutrurally nd Jinguistically diverse student |
(©) ..8..93!.3 detailing mua__-__ leamers’ participation in e g
2 ¢ o
21 and &i..aa%..onn_ programs and extracurricular activities. S Tegulas

'SECTION 4. The fifth paragraph of section 59C of chapter 71 of the General 1a
ol e gl O i . .o . WS, as
in the 2014 official edition, 1S hereby amended by inserting after the word

ers , the plan to improve student performance shall
s and approaches to be provided by the
sloping oral comprehension, speaking,

Sdards of the curriculum

appearing in the 2014 Official

h 8 and inserting in place thereof the



mmissioner of clementary and secondary education

1 y and 4

ary education

lled two-way bilj
way ﬁ_—:—@cws any %—.cg that
; ¢ _%05 i i
nﬂ‘.ﬂvﬂn— .‘ for Native M—vnmrn_‘m of m:r__mr and native
_Ui 3 D..hﬁn—n:-mn achiey 0]
: um chie tment, first and sec nd

ural understanding

_u.:oans (ELD) or “English as a second language”

i age pevelo
@ ~Engl o oraudy that focuses on the acquisition of the English
pecially designed €©
(ESL). 3 English proficiency.

. sistent with a students
language ive language acquisition programs, and explicit, systematic,
: A.noﬂuounn%u:.o% it
Jtisaco i e m&_mr language and literacy are the primary content.

performance and developmental level.

t who does not speak English or whose native language

ordinary classroom work in English.
ish, and includes American Sign

ional program that i B

are
acquisition programs



itional pilingual education.” an English leamer oo
that follg,
WS a

55
56
57 i) “Transt
- in which the native language of the Engj;
i biingualappeosh 01 8° STthe English leamey .
P sl he %n.muoﬁ_ovana of Engli it IS initialy
T e student’s Engli tlearni
" E%&%u?% €8S EBlsh profiiene 8 and theq
QUSRS mm L rogram < is English prog . "Icreases. The
s E&a&w%&.u?n!nﬁu_ v 1NSY and oy b
= 3 _—_ﬂﬂcﬂw.ﬂs.
63 Local school districts S ly not earlier than the firsy Sy i
54 sumber of English leamers within their school system i grades pre-Ki E
& fordishi 5.«.:.» . ndergarten through twelve
65 districts that h ve pre-Kindergarten and i 2
: programs and in grades Kindergarten through twelve e

66 districts that do not have pre-Kindergarten programs, and shall classi 000!
o Kinder| sify th i
) N = N AL S oy il
a primary speaking ability, and the English leamer

includes subject matter contert and an



mited to any sPecific progrem o instrctionsl design provided that any
| include the acauisiton of the English language. Districts may n.soxu,,.sy
that requirements ol " OF more
79 programs &:%QS— pceds, and {he demographic characteristics of their ¢
vdents. Distriety

mauau.u to develop and maintain native |
81 academic POE” am. B proficiency
. ¢ o formal OF uan%aa-_
82 : devel
- English 1anguage “*Velopmen ;
Ei__ ceive : ol ent Nstruction at alevel
for their level of Eng! ish language proficiency ang eq i
Neational

nceds and instructed by teachers properly qualified under state law. Each sehool distriet shay

85
86 employ <ufficient ESL teachers for identified English language leamers, provided, however, thay

gistrict shall employ at

£ this section based on best practices in the fie)
eld, the

1
i

g7 each school least one teacher licensed in English as a Second Language
Any student who has exited an English learner program and attained English proficiency

:h language support and/or development instruction, as needed, in

ace in the same classroom English
y is similar. Schools shall be

from different native-

8 tesular scbool W ork in English and

ide test of English language POI™



102 am!n.—af enroll
a st
pareats ﬁin% may refuse udent or May remove thej
ﬁw\ pareats g , . 4 that % i Confirmay; T Student
i wﬂ-&%gﬂiﬂu ML srudent shal 1on of any such reque
108 .‘,,r..s ¢ cumulative folder. The _83._,,55{5@..8 ;
o = ) 0 .
- " student (o overcome language B e " ®wan
retained pports necessary feneral

r programs for English feamers

s ,Bﬁnaong.%,,&?n

“parents or legal guardians of gl




offi ;als to participat in the planning and devel

ik school pment or

" regularly Sl sl opportunities for Englist

122 prog®? : = 1 plans establi 1 paricipue
(he revi of school o district improvemer ished under section so¢ of chapter

TLE : ‘

- 35@2. . ) Any parent advisory council may, a1 jig S Hiatom, n
they .1 ithin its district. )

o4 astheYP § council witi it St The Parent vy o, -

schoo 1l shal)

‘ procedure
and oeﬂ.-noﬂn_ Tes. In the course of jis
officers s duties unge,

- pih 5.*12&3&3 .. %—-Bo&iraws:nn from the g
this con the parent § —udv‘m-»n school S8 ozgmﬁwa
jz7 s seco e disetes OF 0107 P Personnel as dess
e programs for e ¢ designated by e
¥ 129 K_ﬁﬁgg
130 Section 5. Parental NOtce
b by ¢ shall issue regulations regarding additional communication 1o parents of

, : with all state and federal requirements. Any such communication

et gacet on,_omn_ guardians of their rights to choose any language
oﬂﬂ.& at the school district, including, but not limited

132  English leamersin

education and two-way or dual language

ler Section 4, or to withdraw their

ce shall be sent by mail not later

ct. The notice shall.© the

parents or legel guardians, shall

oses, method and content of the carious

ﬁv. uardian that they have the right © visit English
trict. They shall also be notfied that 1Y may come

d rious English language |earner programs-

—



el

the school district issue a recommendation
10 place an English
F.—Gﬁmn

BEEE&Q%%@.?EEQFE guandian
of such
Student
shal]

at the ime of the original notification under this seer:
“Hon, or a1 the
close of

ot the educational progress of English language lcamers
iS monitored i

151 To ensure
152 leami English and in mastering the standards for other academic subjects, cach
. 1 P ¥ - . s public)
153 funded English language learner must participate as in the statewide assessmen y
t system ado
pted

154 %.8_8&8._—.5.”%,%,

e 1 s 3 . Sre .
wide standardized criteri on-referenced test of English language proficiency shall

ssment data for individual schools



165
i Bttt E _83_ sh T under this section shall
. i ¢ this section shall not be
7 %ﬁ—ﬁg g ‘Oﬁ_o—oaoz et e the sole basis for evaluay
16 goglish camer programs or individual educators. tons of
168 %%F
‘ and ProETess FEPOTLs inclygj
The district shall send report 415 > including, but ny iy
8 | 3 .E.um&u,mamv..u__ language ang oy, fed to,
%E%—ﬂm‘@ﬂo—ga ish ©r school COMMun;cat:
ds uﬁ“—% in the a—w —050_4 Nicationg
the parents ° tega! u:&.&-au,o*. : th ProRrams in the same
y “ aoe!.%. as report cardS and progress reports 10 OTET Students entolled in e ey _.Eas .
iy | i i written i N The
173 repors shall, to the maximunm extent possible: be en in a language understandabie 1o the
i ts.
174 gni?ﬁ_m%omﬂora&g
175 Section 7. Evaluation of Programs
176 The %wmvu__..oou%oﬁ on-site visits t0 school districts at least once every 6 years
eness of programs serving English leamers. The

1o limited to, a review of individual student records of all
S 53&&& to English learners, and a
: sation incidence rates of the English

he department chall include in its

2 ‘. o g:a@ga«v@&ﬁgos rates of English earme®
e d the English language learner education program within the tree .
1h &.mua report shall also describe the
o of educators, administralors and support &

‘ ; D
er English learners and a review of the amP



B

effectiveness of ESL instruc il
i tion. The ELL/Bilingual Aq.
Visory Co
uncil

frequency and

—iﬂﬁ zc—h Ch. 15, Section 1G
U-& shall Dgg——! review tk
'S of the de
ent’s

188 cstbli
A £ ish language Jearner pro. i
|g9  monitoring @ Engl programs in the school districts
190 Ifa significant aumber of students ina district fail o make pro
2ress in |
N ~ 21 m 1 el
jor  proficiency: e janguage acquisition programs must be evaluated by, .o b g
e WNN e . determin® how to tlied exter;
192 éaﬁs‘.sﬁois.a&%aﬁars 10 improve ingirye Bk
. s X 2 S . : :c:m
193 \he distrct’s English 1earne? population: Nothing in thiS section shay o e
; A ent
104 from conducting % evaluation of the program if it 50 chooses, e deparimen;
195 Section 7A. Supplemental Programs
196 School districts shall
deve i i i
lop an intensive English learning suce
ess plan for any English

197 learners whom the district determines fai i
o oawe””“ﬁ% fails to achieve scores on English proficiency assessments
benchmarks by the department, reflect sufficient progress towards achievin

.mo:&i..ﬂm.ﬁo student’s first year in any English leamer program m

ﬁ%ﬁﬂ.‘nﬂo»ﬁ&g and approval of the student’s parents a.z

the services necessary to progress the

Such services may include, butare

¢ before school progrums:

rts that will assistthe sudentin

28 BE e updated annually as Jong as the student
proficiency, allowing the student 0 reach

lowing the student’s second year in SU¢ -



ficiency assessments that, per benchmarks establisheqy
pro!

ish
schicve 5c0res 8 Engl ficiency that will enable the student 16 perforn,
©

jent pro’ . ! X
reflect sufficl tion is given only in English, may Temain or be placed in
%B ich instruc
by the whi

in classes i in revised intensive plan for an additional time per; 0 be
211 u:oaﬂ&.ﬁ& plan, Of be v_wnon val of the student’s parents o legal uardian,
such intet ict, with the 8PP pa
specified bY the district ermined BY 1€ Sehool disyricy limited Engjigp
213 . ol anguage leamner Program 1 4 regular education
214 sransferred from an Bf m»,. English proficiency, sueh Student, with the approvay
& student ed by & lack O

y be 50 reenrolled subject 10 specific leaming goals
rdian, ma;
ﬂ:nnﬂ—h-r
> “ o 3 -
5 pe articulated by the district
218 1o

o d Endorsement
fication an
Educator Certi

219 Section 8.

isition programs shall be
s assigned to language acquis
rs assigned

Jucators who have completed

S tor —mnﬂbwo.



. Chapter 71A of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby fi

2 g

following new sections:-

aotion - Language Acquisition Program Administrator
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Amendment 1D: $2125-1-R1
Redraft Amendment 1

Ensuring Receipt of DESE Guidelines
Mr. Keenan moves to amend the bill in section 9, in proposed section 8 of chapter 71A of the

General Laws, by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following
paragraph:-

“Upon receipt of success templates and guidelines from the department as described in this

section, districts shall adopt procedures to identify English learners who do not meet benchmarks
in attaining English proficiency established by the department and shall establish a process for
the district to: (i) identify areas in which an identified English learner needs improvement and set
individualized goals for the identified English learner to attain English proficiency; (i1) assess
and track an English learner’s progress on the areas of improvement; (iii) review resources and

services available to an identified English learner that may assist the identified English learner in

the identified areas of improvement; and (iv) incorporate input from a identified English

learner’s parents or legal guardian.”; and

in said section 9, in the third paragraph of said proposed section 8 of said chapter 71A, by
striking out the last sentence; and
in said section 9, by inserting after said third paragraph of said proposed section 8 of said chapter
71A the following paragraph:-
“The department shall solicit public comment before issuing the benchmarks, guidelines and

English learning success template. The department shall review the benchmarks, guidelines and

1of2



publiﬂ:mimwebdtemcbmdmuks,»guideﬂnesmdﬁngﬁshlmmgmmm
described in section 8 of chapter 71A of the General Laws not later than September 1, 2018.

Districts shall adopt the procedures described in said section 8 of said chapter 71A not later than
6 months after the establishment by the department of the benchmarks, guidelines and English

learning success template described in said section 8 of said chapter 71A..




Amendment 1D; §2125-3

Amendm
Teaching of Civiceg onta

Mr. Tarr moves to amend the bill by inserting at the €nd thereof the foljowing..

SECTION... Notwithstanding any general 0F Special law 1o the contrary the department of
elementary and secondary education shall report on the teaching of civicy in secondary or
intermediate public school districts. The report shall include but not be limited 1o number of
school districts requiring the completion 0f  civics section before graduation,

‘Said report shall be submitted to the clerks of the house and senate and the joint committee on
education by December 31, 2017,




: w 1D: 521254
T s, Hisoey Amendment 4

W.Tﬂmwwmw by wawmmfﬂw following:

SECTION.. Notwithstanding a0 SEREtslor special 12w 10 the cotrary the departmentof
elementary and secondary cducation shall report on the teaching of united states hiswry:n
5 m“ WM The report shall include but not be limited to number of
;m“mmoﬁmiwd states history section before graduation.

sdd shall be submitted to the clerks of the house and senate and the joint committee on

education by December 31, 2017.




Amendment ID: $2125-5

Amendment 5

for Additional Language Acquisition Program Choices
W‘Mum bill in Section 9 in line 12g and 129 by striking out the words

vagen. an moves to amend the

“and ‘maymw‘m

a the words in lin¢ 138 “If a school district or charter school receives
- out

nd further by striking out

o ﬁllowingwords:-
+ o in place thereof the
inserting in place

acquisition Program for 5 student enrolled in an English

ardian of a student may request a new language acquisition program for a
legal guardian
“The parent or

ish learner program, and if a school district or charter school receives
ed in an English
student enroll




1t the One Hundred and Ninetieth General Court
(2017-2018)

SENATE, July 20, 2017

The committee on Ways and Means to whom was referred the House Bill relative to
language opportunity for our kids (House. No. 3740) ,-- reports, recommending that the same
ought to pass with an amendment striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place
thereof the text of Senate document numbered 2125 (also based on Senate, No. 2070)

For the committee,
Karen E. Spilka




SENATE . ¢ s == = - « . & o JaEH

The Conunontwealth of Massachusetts |‘

In the One Hundred and Ninetieth General €.
(2017-2018) y-tig

SECTION 1. Section 1 of ¢hapter 69 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016
2 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 3 and 4. the words “a limited English

3 proficient student™ and inserting in place thereof the following words:- an English learner,
4 SECTION 2. Section 1A of said chapter 69. as so appearing, is hereby amended by
5 striking out, in line 57, the words “conducted pursuant to the provisions of section 3 of chapter

6 T7IB.

ON 3. Section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby amended by

said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so

(j) and inserting in place thereof the

vith a federal or state court or administrative
mpliance with federal or state minimum legal

‘monitoring and evaluation of an




1%
17

18
144

22
2

m.mmmwhmlm‘m guardian requested to withdray,
v A

2%
refusad a student’s participation in an English |
24 student from or anguage leamer program; and (i

2 ctin ’wﬁmmastndemwhoismlnmkingsaﬁsfmmwpmmssmwnm
% Mdlﬂﬁﬂ‘hmh@mcw

27 (n) a description of training provided by the district to staff who work with culturally and

al programs and extracurricular activities.

ph of said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is

st sentence and inserting in place thereof the following 2

| annually submit a report to the joint committee on education
sgated on a statewide and school district basis and into

ed to, language group and type of English learners progran.

of the status of the progress of English learners,

be collected in this section.




chapter 69 is hereby further amended by inserti
ng after secti
on 1P the

S SECTION 6. Said

39 following section:”

Section 1Q. The commissione? of elementary and secondary educaty
100 shall devel,
op

40
41 criteria and guidelines O
& highschool graduates who have
more languages in addition 1© English.
tary and secondary education shall develop an §

an insigniato be

Sa'l Ofbllltemcy varded by school
: 10 be aw districts to recognize
Mlc bcncllmarks dclcrmined by the de lor
partment in

43

The department of elemet
10 the diploma or transcript ©

4

45 affixed
46  and make the insignia available to school districts in an electronic format for th
€ preparation of

47  diplomas.
students under this section shall mai i i
n maintain appropriate records in order to identify students wh
0

fa student wh
0 has been awarded a state seal of biliteracy

A school district
ot that chooses to award the state seal of biliteracy to qualifying

48

49  have earned a state il
seal of biliteracy and affix the appropriate insignia to the diploma or

50 transcript of a student who earns a state seal of biliteracy.

SECHO i 6
S L N 7. swuon 5” ofchapter G neral LaWS, as appm.ring in the 2!
7. 71 of the Ge m 01

, the plan to improve student performance shall

am models and approaches offered by the school

sers in attaining English speaking, reading, writing



59

61
62

63

69
70
7

—_—

75

76

77

78

1d in meeting academic standards under section 1D of chapter 69

and oral comprehension skills ar
section 1E of said chapter 69.

and curriculum frameworks under

i o 71A of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
4550 appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following 9

sections 1t0 8, inclusives

sections:-

Section 1. For the purposes of this section, the following words shall have the following

ly requires otherwise:

. (he context clear vise:
meanings unless

«Commissioner”, the commissioner of elementary and secondary education.
“Department”, the department of elementary and secondary education.

“Dual language education™ or “2-way bilingual”, a program that integrates language
learning and academic instruction for native speakers of English and native speakers of another

language with the goals of high academic achievement, first and second academic language
proficiency and cross-cultural understanding.

“English language development” or “English as a second language”, a specially designed
course of study that focuses on the acquisition of the English language consistent with a student’s

English proficiency, performance and developmental level.

“English learner”, a student who does not speak English or whose native language is not

English and who is not currently able to perform ordinary classroom work in English.

“Foreign language”, a language other than English, which shall include American sign

language.



79
80

81

82
83
84

85

86
87
88
89

91

93

95

97
98

1 {hat inclides Enslishi}

“Language acquisition program™, un i triict
ins progr

instruction for English learners (0 gain flucncy ag 4 component, but which shall not be limited to
a single program design or pedagogical styje.

“Shelte English i rsion”, ;
Sheltered English immersion™, a progran, Composed of the following 2 instructional
components: (i) content instruction that focuses on teaching academic content with language

support, using English as the primary language of instruction; and ( ii) English language

development instruction.
“Transitional bilingual education”, a program for an English learner that follows a
bilingual approach to learning in which the native language of the English learner is used to

support a student’s development of English and content leamning and then is gradually phased out
of instruction as a student’s English proficiency increases to assist a student in attaining oral
comprehension, speaking, reading and writing skills in English and in meeting academic
standards of curriculum frameworks established under sections 1D and 1E of chapter 69.
Section 2. A school district shall annually identify the number of English learners within
the school district in grades pre-kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive, for districts that have a pre-
kindergarten program and in grades kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive, for districts that do not

have a pre-kindergarten program, and shall classify an English leamer according to: (i) grade
level: (ii) the language in which the English learner possesses a primary speaking ability; and

(iii) the type of English learner program in which the English learner is enrolled. The information
shall be made publicly available for each school and the school district on the district’s website.
A school district shall also track the academic performance of the students who have exited an



100  English learner program 0 assess the academic achicver,
ent of English leamn
. amers and the
101  effectiveness of language acquisition programs.

Section 3. An English leamer enrolled in a public schoy including a chart
4 charter school, shall

7 ch-based instrucy;
103  be educated through a comprehensive, rescarch IStructiona) Program that includes suby
i s subject

= nisition component. p.
ent and an English language acq 0t Programs for Engli
S ‘nglish learners

104  matter cont
include sheltered English im

mersion, dual la Ruag Aalion gua
. nguage educatic N and transitional bilingu: |

105 may
106  education but shall not be limited to a specific Program or instructional design. The pro

: Ograms
107  shall be based on best practices in the field, linguistic and educational needs and the

ographic characteristics of English learners in the school district. A school district may

108  dem

109 incorporate opportunities for students to develop and maintain native language proficiency as
110  part of a formal or extracurricular academic program.
111 An English learner shall receive English language development instruction at a level and
112  frequency that is appropriate for the English leamer’s level of English language proficiency and
113  educational need and shall be instructed by teachers qualified under state law. Each school
114  district shall employ a sufficient amount of teachers of English as a second language for

115 identified English learners; provided, however, that a school district shall employ at least 1
‘116 teacher licensed in English as a second language if that district has an English leamer.

117 A student who has exited an English learner program and attained English proficiency

118  shall have access to English language support or development instruction, as needed, in order to

119  perform grade level classwork.
Schools may place English learners of different ages in the same classroom if the level of

120
milar. Schools shall be e

ncouraged to integrate

121  English proficiency for those English learners is si



122
123
124
125

126

127

128
129

130
131
132
133
134
135

136
1137
138
139
140
141
142

143

English learners from different native-language groups who have e
t same level of Enal;
English

proficiency in the same classroom. 1f an ENglish leamer reaches proficiency i
; e i ey in English, j
do grade level classwork in English and achieves a seor o proficient or ly e
or mm—.n_. on the
Slatewide

evaluation of English language proficiency Under section 6, he g1 qeny hal
shall no longer be

classified as an English leaner.

Section 4. The parent or legal guardian of a student eligible to enrof jn gn §
an English leamer

program may select any available English leamer program offered by the schoo g
00l district and ma
) — y
wst a new language acquisition program for a student enrolled in an English \eq
< IMEE program.

b

A parent or legal guardian may refuse to enroll a student or may remove a student from
an English leamer program. The parent or legal guardian shall provide written confirmation of
the decision, which shall be retained in the student’s cumulative folder. The student shall
continue to be designated as an English learner, receive the support necessary to overcome

language barriers within the general academic program setting and retain the right to enter into
an English learner program at any time.

A school district may join with other school districts to provide an English learner
program under this chapter.

If a school district or charter school receives a request from the parents of legal guardians

of not less than 20 students to implement a specific program (o provide language instruction in
that school district or charter school, the school district or charter school shall, not later than 90
days after receiving the request, respond and provide: (i) a plan for implementation of the
requested program; or (ii) a denial of the request, in writing, that includes an explanation of the

denial.



147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158

159

160

161
162
163
164
165

166

A school distri ] isit
istrict of a lang quisition program for English learners serving

&

more - » . = <
ore than 100 English learners or in which English leamers are more than 5 per cent of the
3 o
district’s student population, whichever is less, shall establish an English | . —_
- carner parent advisory

council. The parent advisory council shall be COMPOsed of parents or legal guardians of stud
S| ents

who are or have been identified as an English leamers. The duties of the parent advisory council
shall include, but not be limited t0: (i) advising the school district, school committee or board of
trustees on matters that pertain to English leamers; (ii) meeting regularly with school officials to
Eo..in i the v—bbb..-_m and nna—ovan-: of programs designed 10 improve educational

ities for English learers: and (iii) participating in the review of school or district

improvement plans established under section S9C of chapter 71 as they relate to English leamers.

Upon request from a parent advisory council, each school committee within the school district or

the board of trustees of the charter school shall meet at least annually with the parent advisory

council. The parent advisory council shall establish by-laws regarding officers and operational

procedures. In the course of its duties under this section, the parent advisory council shall receive
assistance from the director of language acquisition programs for the school district or other
appropriate school personnel as designated by the superintendent.

Section 5. Communication to the parents and legal guardians of English leamners by the

school district shall, at least annually, inform the parents or legal guardians of their rights to: (i)

choose a language acquisition program among those o
not limited to, sheltered English immersion, transitional bilin
or dual language education; (ii) request a new language acquisition pro;

(iii) withdraw a student from a language acquisition program- Notice shall
liment of the student in the school district. The notice

ffered by the school district including, but
gual education and 2-way bilingual
gram under section 4; or

be sent by mail not
later than 10 days after the enro shall, to the



167

168
169
170

171

178

179

180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187

extent possible: (1) be in a language that i understandable to the parents or legal guardians: 2)

and description of the purpose, method and content of the

contain a simple, casy to underst
) inform the parent orlegal guardian of the right 10 visit an Engligh |
“nglish leamner

available programs: (3
and (4) inform the parent or legal guardian of availabl
it

program in the school district:
o learn about the English leamner programs,

conferences Of meetings
oy ie lacing halta -
If the school district _dnc_:_:a:am placing an English learner m an English learner

program, the parent of legal
nder this section or at the close of any marking period, 1o withdraw th
* <

guardian of the student shall have the right, at the time of th
5 e

original notification u
from a program by sending written notice of the decision by mail or electronic

student
communication to the school authority designated by the school district in which the student is

enrolled.

Section 6. Each English learner shall participate, consistent with section 11 of chapter 69,
in the statewide assessment system.

A statewide standardized criterion referenced test of English language proficiency that
assesses the achievement of English language oral and literacy skills shall be administered
annually to students who are English learners in kindergarten to grade 12, inclusive, and enrolled

in a public school, including a charter school.

Assessment scores of individual students shall not be made publicly available and shall
be provided in a confidential manner to a parent or legal guardian of the student. Aggregated
assessment data for schools and school districts shall be made publicly available online in

machine readable format. The aggregated assessment data of students classified as English



200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208

209

learners shall be separately sub-ag8re#ated and made publicly available, with the data further

sub-aggregated based on the English 199mer program i which the student is enrolled

be used as o £
Results of assessments shall b€ Used as a factor of the efficacy of an English learn:
2 er
jstrict but shg
program offered by a school distr all not be the sole basis for evaluation of a district
school, English learmner program OF individual educator,
The district shall send report cards and progress reports including, but not limited to

proficient in using the English language and other school communicati
ons,

progress in becoming
to the parents or legal guardians of students in the English learners programs. Such report cards
and progress reports shall be completed in the same manner and with the same frequency as

report cards and progress reports o other students enrolled in the district. The report cards and

progress reports shall, to the maximum extent possible, be written in a language understandable

to the parent or legal guardian of a student.
Section 7. The department shall conduct an on-site visit in every school district at least
once every 6 years to evaluate the effectiveness of programs serving English leamers. The

evaluation shall include, but not be limited to, a review of the individual student records of

English learners, a review of the programs and services provided to English learners and a
review of the dropout, graduation, discipline and special education incidence rates of the English

learner population in the district. Using the best available data, the department shall provide a

monitoring report of the dropout, graduation, discipline and special education rates of English

learners who exited the English learner education program within the 3 school years preceding

the on-site visit for that 3-year period. The report shall also include: 2 description of the

processes by which school-based teams, consisting of educators, administrators and support staff



monifor the progress of English leaMers and former English learners; a review of the amount,
frequency and cffectivencss of Engllish as a second language instruction; and a review of the

- 3 .. of English e: 3 ”
administration and coordination glish learer education programs. The advisory council for
bilingual education om_hc:h_x& under section 1G of chapter 15 shall annually review the results
of the department's monitoring of English leamer programs in school districts.

Nothing in this section shall prevent the department from conducting an evaluation of a

language acquisition program atany R

ion 8. Districts shall adopt procedures to identify English learners who do not meet
benchmarks, established by the districts, in attaining English proficiency and shall establish a

process for the district to: (i) identify areas in which a student needs improvement and set

individualized goals for an identified English learner to attain English proficiencys (ii) assess and

track an English learner’s progress on the areas of improvement; (iii) review resources and

services available to the student that may assist the student in the identified areas of

improvement; and (iv) incorporate input from a student’s parents or legal guardian.
The department shall develop an English leamning success template for use by districts to

assist an English learner who does not meet benchmarks in attaining English proficiency.
Districts that implement the template may use the template to develop a plan for a student who

does not meet benchmarks in attaining English proficiency-

The department shall establish guidelines for school districts to assist in the identification

of an English learner who does not meet benchmarks in attaining En
guidelines shall include: (i) recommendations for school districts 10

glish proficiency. The
identify and monitor an

English learner’s progress in English proficiency; (ii) Ways for school districts to provide



232 gi&:ﬂ:i%i!ﬁ—.ﬂsﬂg-u—- who is not g benct
; (iii) best practices for ensuring that an English | 4 4

233  English proficiency
Enonvn:n—_:..e.ru in attaining English prof, et .
V) ways for school

234  goals and plans @
i w&‘o&ooan.uo:wgoro&ﬁ. isti
235  districts 10 share r e 1N assisting an English learner in gaining
. . v, The department shall solicit public ¢
236 English proficieny ; Prior 1o issuing the guidelines

a s s enrolling in an English learner program, and at the beginni
student . ] nning of each
¢ school year during which the student remains enrolled in an Engli
nglish learner program,

238
o7 benchmarks. English learning Py
P , and guideli shall be
or legal guardi

materials describing the
provided to the student’s parent or legal guardian in a language that the

and the student understand.

241
Section 10. Teachers and administrators assigned to a language acquisition program shall

242
be properly qualified under state law for the program type. A core academic teacher of English

learners, as defined in regulation, including a core academicteacher in a vocational technical
%.ﬁuﬂ.gqa shall meet the requirements under section 38G of chapter

 instruction of English learners.

reate an endorsement for educators who have completed

cperience to provide instruction within dual-language programs.
nent of elementary and secondary education may issue

ent this act.
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e ™ or Language Instruction Educationg) Program

v @ “Lang progr
30 referstoani ional program that includes English languags inition for English leamers
e are not

Progx

Hmitad

e o q 10 any single program design or

3l

12 W‘i"d style.

3 (v)  “English leamer” (also called an “English language leamer”) meany o chilg ypo
S o Engli s or whose native language is not English, and wh i$ not currently abje (o
35 perform ondinary classroom work in Enish

36 ()  “Sheltered English i ion!" a program COMposed of two instructional

that focuses on teaching academic content using

d 1 Instr

37 components: shel
38  English as the primary language of instruction and English language development instruction

30 that focuses on explicit and systematic English language instruction.

40 (d)  “English Language Development” (ELD) or “English as a second language”




T itional bilingual ed ion," an English leamer program that Sllowss

50 N
bilingual approach to Jcarning in which the native language of the ELL is used 1o e

51 ili

52 scaffold the student’s development of English and then gradually phase instruction in the i

53 language out while delivering content instruction.

(® “Foreign Janguage” means a Janguage other than English, and S .

54

55  Sign Language.

56 Section 3. Census
37 Local school districts shall annually ascertain, not earlier than the firs S P

5§ regulations preseribed by the Department of Education, the number of English learners within

59 their school system in grades pre-Kindergarten through twelve, and shall classify them according
60 to grade level, the language of which they possess a primary speaking ability, and the English
61  learner program type in which they are enrolled, with all such information being made publicly

available by school and school district on a website. Districts shall also monitor students who

when assessing the academic achievement of English

66 English learners enrolled in a Massachusetts public school district or charter school shall
&V ibe oducatod elditroog ,g comprehensive, re

tion of subject matter content and a language
on of the English language. The programs

nersion, dual language education or




72 design provided that any such programs shall include the acquisition of the English langug
Re.

73 The department shall promulgate regulations to allow districts to choose one or more P
© Programs

74  that meet the requirements of this section based on best practices in the field, the linguistic and
75 educational needs, and the demographie character istics of their stud Districts may
76 incorporate opportunitics for students to develop and maintain native language proficiency g
77 partofa formal o extracuriculer academic Prograft

78 The department shall also promulgate regulations g cnsure;that English language

o lomanigesdve English language development instruction at a level and frequency that is

§0  appropriate for their Jevel of English language proficiency and educational needs and instructed

| s byteacher holding an Engli
e teacher licensed in English as a Second Language.

sh as a second language license. Each school district shall employ at
82  leaston

Any student who has exited an English learner program and attained English proficiency

?s:_,l termined by the Department regulations and guidelines shall have access to tutoring,

eemats of diYesont agos but Whose dogree of En glicth e
ages but whose degree of English proficiency is similar. Local schools shall

(o mix together in the same classroom English learners from different native-



Foreign language programs and sp o pro for physically or mentally

93

< naired students shall be unaffected.

94
95 Section 5. Parental Choice
; —) = i
9% Parents or legal & dieny cf et B eligible to enroll in 4 English

07 language leamer program shall have the rightto select any available English langyqge 1,
“amer

08 program offered within the district

. ch 1 I
parents or legal guardians may refuse enrolling €1 or removye iy child from g
99 ny

100  English language leamer prog!
101 retained in the student’s cumulative folder. The student shall continue to be designated as Timited

provided that written confirmation of any such request
SLAS

102  English proficient and retain the right to return to an English language learner program at any

103 time.
104 A school district may allow a nonresident English language learner to enroll in or attend
105 itanghshhnguage learner programs. The tuition for such student, which shall be established by

.~§ % JOCRIIET R .
he depart hall be paid by the school district in which the student resides. Any school

to provide English language learner

20 or more parents or legal 1808 OF BUBIIS Within  snile distictor charterschoo)
lmymw e sp L .-ﬁ s : )
i 18 designed to provide language instruction. The parents or
111 legal guardians of gned to provi

ils or more in any grade may request a specific program within a single




Fhiie gram for English leamers shall establigyy
» ing a lang q
(PE] ALIS i

council. The parent advisory council shal) be comprised of
t advisory

ish learner paren

an Engli

116 tudents who are enrolled in language acquisition Programs within
jans of studen '
17 parentsor| yal guardians o tricted to parents or legal guardians of students enrolled in
l ip shall be restn
istrict. Membership
he district. ed
18

programs or other language acquisition Programs within
dual language

3 grams,

sh learner pro

119  Engli

isory council shall include, but not pe limited 1o, advising
t advisol
ies of the paren
istrict. The duties
the district.

. students in languygg, ACquisition programs,
120 ain to the education of | Progran
on matters that poct icipate in the Planning 4nq development or
121 the school J officials to participa _
3 larly with schoo! rtunities for English leamers, and 1o participate
L2 FABODtO8 e to improve educational oppo
s designed to
123 programs desi,

i 71 asth
nt plans established under section 59C of chapter 71 as they
| improveme:
i iew of schoo
124  inthe revi

erS. t adVISOI'y council may, at its request, meet at least once
i . Any paren!

i Enghsh learn

pertain to

26 annually with the ry i ish by- egardi
' schoo! il. The parent advisory council shall establish by-laws regar ng
i ] council. | . |
'27 oﬂ;ml and operational procedures. In the course of its duties under this section, the parent
. s &
l coun Vi istance from the director of language acquisition programs for
) dvi cil shall receive assi:
128  advisory

school personnel as designated by the superintendent.
@t Ko S

ication
: equi . Any such communic
] i i i te and fedeml-requnemcms

o

s or language
i ir rights to choose any

! infor legal guardians of their righ

133 shall annually inform such paren| egal

Brs
Sraa

language

¢ that are offered at the school district, to request a new langud

l i anguage

to withdraw their child from a particular languag,

Vs 7 i lace an
' district i mmendation to p

school district issue a reco

student
y jan of such
program, the parents or legal guardi

.:_ 8 =g -




138

139

140

141

142
143

144
145
146
147

148

156

have the right, cither at the time of the original notification, or at
J any point theres
fler, 10

shall

ithd the

5 5
by 4 written notice of such decision by mail
i3 o

fent from such progr
the school authorities of the school district in which the student is enrolled

Section 7. Monitoring Language Acquisition Programs

A nationally-normed test of English proficiency shall similarly be adminis cred
Siered at least

once cach year 1o all M
crs. English learmners classifi
particular tests (o be used shall be selected by the Boarg of Element

ementary and

assachusetts schoolchildren in grades Kindergarten g4 high
- Sher who are
learing dj
English learn: ed o severely "8 disabled may be exemped
e pled from

these tests. The
Sy and it is intended that the tests shall usually remain the same §
SAME Irom year 1o
year. The I per le scores of shall be confidentially provided to individual
vidual

parents. and the aggregated percentile scores and distributional data for individual schools and
5 S an
school districts shall be made publicly available on an internet web site; the scores for stud
» students
classified as English lcarners shall be separately sub- aggregated and made publicly availabl
e

there as well, with further sub- aggregation based on the English learner program type in which

— unsshnll be used as evidence of efficacy of programs.
ts of any single i
gle annual assessment of English proficiency under this section are

considered inappropriate fc i i
P! or use in the evaluations of districts, schools or individual teachers.

m’:e ::m: ::lm ::d e::n enrds and progress reports including, but not limited to,

| i nt in using the English language and other school communications
or legal guardians of students in the English learners programs in the same manner
2y as report cards and progress reports to other students enrolled in the district. The
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161 parcnts and legal guardians of such students.

162 Section 7A. Evaluation of Programs

63 The department shall conduct on-site visits to school districts at least once e
:64 for the purposes of evaluating the effiectiveness of POETAMS serving English leamers and 1o
165 Mﬂm“w outcomes. The evaluation shall include, by not be limited 1o,

-dﬂameﬁ- areview of the
A JGaacy student M’Ofl“ Engli © programs and
166 review of individual f

services provided to English learners and arey
in the district within the prior 3 years. The ELL/Bilingual Advisory Council

- ew of the dropout rate of English learners

1
168 formerly enrolled

169  established under MG

170 on-sitevisiswsdnoolsdistrias.

L Ch 15, Section 1G shall annually review the policies and procedures of

171 Section 8. Community-based English Tutoring

In furtherance of is_.oonstiwtional and legal obligation to provide all children with an

family members and others to provide personal
Eﬂﬂlﬁ‘[‘@mﬁs, and support these efforts by
@m community. Subject to

»"77 enacted and for each of the nine fiscal years following thereafter, a sum of five million dollars

ge tutoring to Massachusetts school children who
n shall be provided through schools
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183 Department of Education, and shall be disbursed at the discretion of the local s Sl
mittees
184  ineach district, under ble guideli lished by, and subject 10 the review of, the
185  Board of Education.
186 SECTION 2. Chapter 71A of the General Laws, as 50 appearing, is hereby further
187  amended by adding the following new sectionsi=
188 Section 9. Educator Certification and Endorsement
189 All teachers and administrators assigned to 1angUAEE 4cquisition programs shall hold
) ©
190  appropriat I and endorsements for the program type.
191 The Department shall promulgate regulations creating a pathway to for endorsement of

192  educators who have completed coursework and field-based experiences in providing instruction

193  within dual-language programs.
m‘mp artment ‘shallpmmul@te regulations creating a Language Acquisition Program
y. Educators qualifying for such licensure shall have demonstrated
zrams, experience engaging parents and
level comséwbﬂ( in education administration and
198 field-based experiences in meeting local, state and federal requirements for language acquisition
199 programs.
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Jointly appoint
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211  the department,

212 administrator of English language leamers.
213 Section 11. State Seal of Biliteracy
214 (a) Chapter 69 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section 1P th
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ment shall develop an insieni
e op an insignia to be affixed to the diploma or transcript of a
0. _ state seal of biliteracy and make the insignia available to school

preparation of diplomas. A school district that chooses to

lents pursuant to this section shall maintain




0 identify students who have eamed a state seal of biliteracy and to afty
ipts of those stud offix e

appropriate records
appropriate insignia to

the diplomas or

sac'rIONz.Thedep tof el tary and G et
J Shl“ mdet the

ccommendations of the language 0pPortunity coalition in developing the guidelines f

——. o 1 m or “m aa

seal of biliteracy pursuant 0 Se<K0™ > ‘°

ris act shall apply to school ¥ years bEEANNIng on and after the 201
-2020

Q-ofchapla' 69 of the General Laws




HOUSE .............. No.4032

The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two branches with reference
to the Senate amendment (striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof
the text contained in Senate document numbered 2134) of the House Bill relative to language
opportunity for our kids (House, No. 3740), reports recommending passage of the accompanying
bill (House, No. 4032). November 14, 2017.

Alice Hanlon Peisch Sonia Chang-Diaz
Frank A. Moran Sal N. DiDomenico
Kimberly N. Ferguson Patrick M. O’Connor

1 of 24



10

11

12

FILED ON: 11/14/2017

HOUSE ............... No.4032

The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

In the One Hundred and Ninetieth General Court
(2017-2018)

An Act relative to language opportunity for our kids.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 69 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2016
Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 3 and 4, the words “a limited English
proficient student as defined in section 1 of” and inserting in place thereof the following words:-

English learners, as defined in.

SECTION 2. Section 1A of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in lines 16 and 17, the words “language learners” and inserting in place thereof the

following words:- learner.

SECTION 3. Said section 1A of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 19, the words “limited English proficient students” and inserting

in place thereof the following words:- English learners.

SECTION 4. Section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby amended by

striking out, in lines 51, 242 and 243, 245, 247, 249, 254 and 255, 258, 260, 269, 273 and 275,
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the words “language learners” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following

words:- learner.

SECTION 5. Said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 237, the words “have limited English proficiency” and inserting

in place thereof the following words:- are English learners.

SECTION 6. Said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 246 and 265, the words “limited English proficient students”

and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following words:- English learners.

SECTION 7. Said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 253 and 254 and in line 261, the words “limited English
proficient student” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following words:- English

learner.

SECTION 8. Said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in line 279, the word “and”.

SECTION 9. The nineteenth paragraph of said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so
appearing, is hereby amended by striking out clause (j) and inserting in place thereof the

following 6 clauses:-

(j) if there were complaints filed with a federal or state court or administrative agency
since the program's inception concerning compliance with federal or state minimum legal
requirements, the disposition of the complaint and the monitoring and evaluation of an

agreement or court order relative to the complaint;
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(k) opportunities that the district makes available to English learners for instruction in

maintaining or developing proficiency in a student’s native language;

(1) a description of the school district’s plan to evaluate the effectiveness of its English
learner programs relative to: (i) helping students attain English language proficiency and master
academic standards; (i1) measuring student readiness to join mainstream classrooms; (iii)
evaluations and measures provided in addition to department requirements; and (iv) a description

of the steps that the school district plans to take to address an identified deficiency;

(m) a record of: (i) instances in which a parent or guardian requested to withdraw a
student from or refused a student’s participation in an English learner program; and (ii) meetings
held with a parent or guardian regarding a student who is not making satisfactory progress

toward participating and learning in a mainstream classroom;

(n) a description of the training provided by the district to staff who work with culturally

and linguistically diverse student populations; and

(o) documentation detailing the participation of English learners in the district’s regular

and advanced educational programs and extracurricular activities.

SECTION 10. Said section 11 of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out the last paragraph and inserting in place thereof the following

paragraph:-

Annually, the commissioner shall analyze and publish data reported by school districts
under this section regarding English learner programs and English learners. The published data

shall be on the department's website in a machine readable format, to the extent feasible. The
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commissioner shall annually submit to the joint committee on education a report on the data,
which shall be disaggregated on a statewide and school district basis and divided into categories
including, but not limited to, language group and type of English learners program. The report
shall also include an analysis of the status of the progress of English learners, referencing the

relevant data required to be collected in this section.

SECTION 11. Section 1J of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in lines 105, 146 and 147, 237, 241, 455, 494 and 495, 588 and 592, the words
“limited English-proficient students” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the

following words:- English learners.

SECTION 12. Said section 1J of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 120 and 121 and in lines 470 and 471, the words “limited
English-proficient, special education and low income” and inserting in place thereof, in each

instance, the following words:- English learners, special education students and low-income.

SECTION 13. Said section 1J of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 122, the words “limited English proficient students” and

inserting in place thereof the following words:- English learners.

SECTION 14. Said section 1J of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 471 and 472, the words “alternative English language learning
programs for limited-English proficient students” and inserting in place thereof the following

words:- English language acquisition programs for English learners.

SECTION 15. Said section 1J of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out subsection (x) and inserting in place thereof the following subsection:-
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(x) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, any underperforming or
chronically underperforming school operating a program for English learners shall establish an

English learner parent advisory council pursuant to section 6A of chapter 71A.

SECTION 16. Section 1K of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in lines 17, 103, 142 and 143, 234 and 238, the words “limited English-proficient

students” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following words:- English learners.

SECTION 17. Said section 1K of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 118 and 119, the words “limited English-proficient, special
education and low income” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- English learners,

special education students and low-income.

SECTION 18. Said section 1K of said chapter 69, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 120 and 121, the words “alternative English language learning
programs for limited-English proficient students” and inserting in place thereof the following

words:- English language acquisition programs for English learners.

SECTION 19. Said chapter 69 is hereby further amended by inserting after section 1P, as

so appearing, the following section:-

Section 1Q. The board of elementary and secondary education shall establish a state seal
of biliteracy to be awarded by school districts to students who have attained a high level of
proficiency in English and not less than 1 other language in addition to English. To qualify for

the seal, a student shall meet criteria established by the board.
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The criteria shall include, but shall not be limited to attainment of a specified level of
performance on: (i) the tenth grade English language arts exams of the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System; and (ii) not less than 1 nationally recognized and readily
available assessments that measure literacy in a language other than English or an equivalent

alternative that the board may establish.

The department shall develop an insignia to be affixed to the diploma or transcript of a
student who has been awarded a state seal of biliteracy and make the insignia available to school

districts in an electronic format for the preparation of diplomas.

A school district that awards the state seal of biliteracy shall maintain appropriate records
to identify students who have earned a state seal of biliteracy and affix the appropriate insignia to

the diploma or transcript of a student who earns a state seal of biliteracy.

SECTION 20. Section 2 of chapter 70 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
amended by striking out, in line 74, the words “language learners” and inserting in place thereof

the following words:- learner.

SECTION 21. Said section 2 of said chapter 70, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 75 and 76, the words “limited English proficient students” and

inserting in place thereof the following words:- English learners as defined in chapter 71A.

SECTION 22. Section 34H of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
amended by striking out, in line 9, the words “language learners” and inserting in place thereof

the following words:- learner.
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SECTION 23. Section 38G of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in line 328, the words “language learners” and inserting in place thereof the

following words:- learner.

SECTION 24. Said section 38G of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in line 329, the words “for limited English proficient students”.

SECTION 25. Section 38Q of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in lines 21 and 31, the words “limited English proficient students” and inserting in

place thereof, in each instance, the following words:- English learners as defined in chapter 71A.

SECTION 26. Section 59C of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by

striking out, in line 44, the figure “3” and inserting in place thereof the following figure:- 6A.

SECTION 27. The fifth paragraph of said section 59C of said chapter 71, as so appearing,
is hereby amended by inserting after the first sentence the following sentence:- In schools
serving 10 or more English learners or in which English learners comprise at least 5 per cent of
the student population, whichever is less, the plan to improve student performance shall include a
description of the educational program models and approaches offered by the school district to
ensure the progress of English learners in attaining English speaking, reading, writing and oral
comprehension skills and in meeting academic standards under section 1D of said chapter 69 and

curriculum frameworks under section 1E of said chapter 69.

SECTION 28. Section 89 of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in lines 83 and 84, the words “limited English-proficient students” and inserting in

place thereof the following words:- English learners.
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SECTION 29. The first paragraph of paragraph (3) of subsection (i) of said section 89 of
said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out clause (iv) and inserting in
place thereof the following clause:- (iv) that are English learners or of similar language
proficiency level as measured by a standardized English proficiency assessment chosen by the

department.

SECTION 30. Said section 89 of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 252 to 254, inclusive, the words “limited English-proficient of
similar language proficiency as measured by the Massachusetts English Proficiency Assessment
examination” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- English learners or of similar
language proficiency level as measured by a standardized English proficiency assessment chosen

by the department.

SECTION 31. Said section 89 of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 270 and 271, the words “limited English-proficient students”

and inserting in place thereof the following words:- English learners.

SECTION 32. Said section 89 of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 818, the words “language learners” and inserting in place thereof

the following words:- learner.

SECTION 33. Section 92 of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in lines 33 and 34,166 and 287 and 288, the words “limited English-proficient

students” and inserting in place thereof, in each instance, the following words:- English learners.
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SECTION 34. Section 94 of said chapter 71, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in line 85, the words “language learners” and inserting in place thereof the following

words:- learners as defined in chapter 71A.

SECTION 35. Section 2 of chapter 71A of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby
amended by striking out, in lines 2 to 6, inclusive, the words “In this chapter, (a) “Bilingual
education” means a language acquisition process for students in which all or substantial portions
of the instruction, textbooks, or teaching materials are in the child's native language other than

English.” and inserting in place thereof the following words:-

As used in this chapter, the following words shall have the following meanings unless the

context clearly requires otherwise:

“Commissioner”, the commissioner of elementary and secondary education.

“Department”, the department of elementary and secondary education.

“District”, the school department of a city or town or regional school district, including

charter schools.

“Dual language education” or ‘“2-way immersion”, a program designed to promote
bilingualism and biliteracy, cross-cultural competency and high levels of academic achievement
for both native English speakers and English learners from a single language background;
provided, however, that students shall develop and maintain their first language while adding a
second language and shall receive the same core curriculum as all students in the state; provided

further, that the instruction for such students shall be provided in 2 languages throughout the
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program; and provided further, that “2-way immersion” programs may begin in the early grades,

including pre-kindergarten and kindergarten, and may continue through the secondary level.

“English as a second language”, instruction designed to help students become proficient
in English and learn content simultaneously by providing systematic, explicit and sustained
language instruction to develop the high level of English language proficiency needed for
academic achievement; provided, that “English as a second language” instruction may focus on
academic language and developing the ability of a student to listen, speak, read and write in
English across a variety of social and academic contexts, to promote language development and

support content area learning of the English learner in grade-level academic classrooms.

SECTION 36. Said section 2 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in line 7, the figure “(b)”.

SECTION 37. Said section 2 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by striking out, in line 13, the figure “(c)”.

SECTION 38. Said section 2 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 17, the words “(d) “English learner” means a child” and

inserting in place thereof the following words:- “English learner”, a student.

SECTION 39. Said section 2 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by inserting after the definition of “English learner” the following 2 definitions:-

“Foreign language”, a language other than English.

“Language acquisition program”, an instructional program for English learners that

includes English language instruction as a component to achieve fluency.
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199 SECTION 40. Said section 2 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further

200  amended by striking out, in line 20, the figure “(e)”.

201 SECTION 41. Said section 2 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further

202  amended by adding the following definition:-

203 “Transitional bilingual education”, a program designed to allow English learners to

204  achieve long-term academic success through English-medium instruction in general education
205 classrooms; provided, however, that the native language of the English learner is used to support
206  the student’s development of English and content learning and is then gradually phased out of
207  instruction as a student’s English proficiency increases; and provided further, that “transitional
208  bilingual education” may be initiated at any level, including middle and high school, but shall

209  not be intended as a method of instruction for a student’s entire academic career.

210 SECTION 42. Section 3 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
211  striking out, in line 2, the words “Local school committees shall annually ascertain, not earlier
212 than the first day of April” and inserting in place thereof the following words:- School districts

213 shall annually ascertain.

214 SECTION 43. Said section 3 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further
215  amended by striking out, in line 3, the words “Department of Education” and inserting in place

216  thereof the following word:- department.

217 SECTION 44. Said section 3 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further
218  amended by striking out, in line 5, the word “Kindergarten” and inserting in place thereof the

219  following word:- pre-kindergarten.
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SECTION 45. Said section 3 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 9, the words “a website” and inserting in place thereof the

following words:- on the district’s website in machine readable format, to the extent feasible.

SECTION 46. Said section 3 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by adding the following sentence:- School districts shall also track the academic
performance of students who have exited an English learner program to assess the academic
achievement of English learners and the effectiveness of English language classroom

programming.

SECTION 47. Section 4 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
striking out, in line 2, the words “Subject to the exceptions provided in Section 5 of this chapter,

all” and inserting in place thereof the following word:- Al

SECTION 48. Said section 4 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by inserting after the word “schools”, in line 3, the following words:- who are not

proficient in English.

SECTION 49. Said section 4 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 3 to 5, inclusive, the words “by being taught in English and all

children shall be placed in English language classrooms”.

SECTION 50. Said section 4 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 5, the word “Children” and inserting in place thereof the

following words:- Subject to the exceptions in section 12, children.
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SECTION 51. Said section 4 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 6, the word “during” and inserting in place thereof the following
words:- or an alternative instructional program that meets the requirements of federal and state

law, during.

SECTION 52. Said section 4 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 7 to 12, inclusive, the words “one school year, provided,
however, that kindergarten English learners shall be educated either in sheltered English
immersion or English language mainstream classrooms with assistance in English language
acquisition, including, but not limited to, English as a second language, so-called” and inserting
in place thereof the following words:- the timelines established by the department in benchmarks
established pursuant to section 11. Alternative instructional programs shall include, but shall not
be limited to transitional bilingual education and dual language education. Programs shall be
research-based and include subject matter content and an English language acquisition
component. Programs shall be based on best practices in the field and the linguistic and
educational needs and the demographic characteristics of English learners in the school district.
A school district may join with other school districts to provide an English learner program

pursuant to this chapter.

SECTION 53. Said section 4 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in lines 17 and 18, the words “a good working knowledge of English”

and inserting in place thereof the following words:- English proficiency.

SECTION 54. Said section 4 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further

amended by adding the following paragraph:-
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A district that intends to offer a new sheltered English immersion or alternative
instructional English learner program in the next academic year shall submit, not later than
January 1 of the current academic year, to the department and the district’s parent advisory
council, on a form prescribed by the department, a description of: (i) the new instructional
program selected; (i) how the new sheltered English immersion or alternative instructional
program meets the needs of the population to be served; (iii) the number and expected
qualifications of the program’s educators; and (iv) the number, native language and English
proficiency levels of students expected to be enrolled in the program. The district shall also
submit such description for any English learner programs it currently operates. If the department
finds that a proposed or current program fails to meet the requirements of federal or state law, it
shall notify the district in writing within 90 days of receiving the description. The notice shall
cite the legal requirements with which the program would not comply and include corrective
steps that shall be taken to bring the program into compliance and the district shall have 30 days
to adopt such steps. A district shall not commence a program that the department has determined
does not meet federal standards or the standards in this chapter, unless the district has
implemented the corrective steps laid out by the department; provided, however, that in a district
whose existing English learner programming is not found to be in compliance, the proposed
program may operate for a period of 1 year, with a corrective action plan established to ensure
compliance and may continue to operate after that year if the corrective action plan was
implemented. Nothing in this section shall prevent the department from conducting an evaluation
of a language acquisition program at any time. The district shall submit to the department a list
of the program’s educators and their qualifications, as well as the number, native language and

English proficiency level of the students enrolled in the new English learner program not later
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than September 1 of the first year of the program. Thereafter, the program shall be subject to the

requirements of this chapter.

SECTION 55. Said chapter 71A is hereby further amended by striking out section 5, as

so appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 5. (a) The parent or legal guardian of a student eligible to enroll in an English
learner program may select any available English learner program offered by the school district;
provided, however, that the program shall be appropriate for the age and grade level of the
student; and provided further, that for any program selection that would require a student to
transfer to a different school within the district, the transfer request shall be approved by the
superintendent, in a form prescribed by the department. A school, under advisement of a teacher
or guidance counselor, may request a program transfer for an individual child in writing, with
notice of the transfer request provided to the child’s parents, in a form prescribed by the

department.

(b) If a school district or charter school receives requests from the parents or legal
guardians of not less than 20 students to implement a specific program to provide language
instruction in that school district or charter school, the school district or charter school shall, not
later than 90 days after receiving the request, respond and provide: (i) a plan for implementation
of the requested program; or (ii) a denial of the request, in writing, including an explanation of

the denial.

SECTION 57. Said chapter 71A is hereby further amended by inserting after section 6

the following section:-
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Section 6A. A school district or charter school operating a language acquisition program
for English learners serving 100 or more English learners or in which English learners comprise
at least 5 per cent of the district’s or charter school’s student population, whichever is less, shall
establish an English learner parent advisory council; provided, however, that any other school
district or charter school may establish a parent advisory council pursuant to this section. The
council shall be composed of volunteer parents or legal guardians of students who are or have
been identified as English learners and, to the extent feasible, the members of the council shall
represent the native languages most commonly spoken by the students of the district or charter
school. The duties of the council shall include, but not be limited to: (i) advising the school
district, school committee and board of trustees on matters that pertain to English learners; (ii)
meeting regularly with school officials to participate in the planning and development of
programs designed to improve educational opportunities for English learners; and (iii)
participating in the review of school improvement plans under section 59C of chapter 71 and
district improvement plans under section 11 of chapter 69 as the plans relate to English learners.
Upon request from a parent advisory council, each school committee or school council within
that parent advisory council’s district shall meet at least annually with the council; provided,
however, that if the parent advisory council advises a charter school the board of the charter
school shall, upon request from the parent advisory council, meet not less than annually with the
council. The council shall establish by-laws regarding officers and operational procedures. In the
course of its duties under this section, the council shall receive assistance from the director of
language acquisition programs for the school district or charter school or other appropriate
school personnel as designated by the superintendent. The department shall promulgate

regulations for the implementation of this section including, but not limited to, the process for
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parents or legal guardians to be notified of English learner parent advisory councils and the

process for the appointment of volunteer parents or legal guardians to a council.

SECTION 58. The first paragraph of section 7 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is
hereby amended by striking out the first 2 sentences and inserting in place thereof the following
sentence:- Each English learner shall participate, consistent with section 11 of chapter 69, in the

statewide assessment system.

SECTION 59. Said section 7 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by inserting after the word “learners”, in line 12, the following words:- and enrolled in

a public school, including a charter school.

SECTION 60. Said section 7 of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out, in line 20, the words “on an internet web site” and inserting in place

thereof the following words:- online in machine readable format, to the extent feasible.

SECTION 61. The first paragraph of said section 7 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing,
is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the following
sentence:- Results of assessments shall be used as a factor in determining the efficacy of an
English learner program offered by a school district but shall not be the sole basis for evaluation

of a district, school, English learner program or individual educator.

SECTION 62. Said section 7 of said chapter 71 A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by inserting after the word “The”, in line 39, the following words:- report cards and

progress.
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SECTION 63. Section 7A of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby amended by

striking out, in line 2, the figure “5” and inserting in place thereof the following figure:- 6.

SECTION 64. Said section 7A of said chapter 71A, as so appearing, is hereby further
amended by striking out the second and third sentences and inserting in place thereof the

following 2 paragraphs:-

The evaluation shall include, but shall not be limited to: (i) a review of individual student
records of English learners; (ii) a review of the programs and services provided to English
learners; (iii) a review of the dropout, graduation, discipline and special education incidence
rates of the English learner population in the district; (iv) using the best available data, a review
of the dropout, graduation, discipline and special education rates of English learners who exited
the English learner education program within the 3 school years preceding the on-site visit for
that 3-year period; (v) a description of the processes by which school-based teams, consisting of
educators, administrators and support staff, monitor the progress of English learners and former
English learners; (vi) a review of the amount, frequency and effectiveness of English as a second
language instruction; and (vii) a review of the administration and coordination of English learner
education programs. The advisory council for bilingual education established under section 1G
of chapter 15 shall annually review the results of the department’s monitoring of English learner

programs in school districts.

Nothing in this section shall prevent the department from conducting an evaluation of a

language acquisition program at any time.

SECTION 65. Said chapter 71A is hereby further amended by adding the following 3

sections:-
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Section 10. Teachers and administrators assigned to a language acquisition program shall
be properly qualified under state law for the program type. The department shall establish
endorsements for educators who have completed coursework and field-based experience to
provide instruction within sheltered English immersion programs, 2-way immersion programs,

transitional bilingual programs and other programs that meet the requirements of this chapter.

Annually, not later than June 1, the department shall provide each district with a list of all
educators who have current endorsements pursuant to this section. Prior to the beginning of each
school year, districts, including charter schools shall verify that each of the educators in an

English learner program is properly endorsed for that program.

Section 11. The department shall develop: (i) benchmarks for attaining English
proficiency for English learners, (ii) guidelines to assist school districts in the identification of
English learners who do not meet benchmarks and (iii) an English learning success template for

use by districts to assist English learners who do not meet English proficiency benchmarks.

The guidelines shall include: (i) recommendations for school districts to identify and
monitor an English learner’s progress in English proficiency; (ii) methods for school districts to
provide personalized goals for English learners who are not meeting English proficiency
benchmarks; (ii1) best practices for ensuring that English learners meet English proficiency
benchmarks and personalized goals including, but not limited to, methods to incorporate parental
input; and (iv) methods for school districts to share best practices in assisting English learners in

gaining English proficiency.

Upon the department’s creation of the success templates and guidelines pursuant to this

section, school districts shall adopt procedures to identify English learners who do not meet
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English proficiency benchmarks and shall establish a process for the district to: (i) identify areas
in which identified English learners needs improvement and establish personalized goals for the
identified English learners to attain English proficiency; (ii) assess and track the progress of
English learners in the identified areas of improvement; (iii) review resources and services
available to identified English learners that may assist said learners in the identified areas of
improvement; and (iv) incorporate input from the parents or legal guardian of the identified

English learner,.

The department shall solicit public comment prior to issuing the benchmarks,
guidelines and English learning success template. The department shall review the benchmarks,
guidelines and English learning success template not less than every 5 years. The review shall
include a period of public comment. School districts shall provide a copy of the department
guidelines, materials describing the benchmarks and the English learning success template to the
parent or guardian of each English learner, in the English learner’s primary language, at the
beginning of each school year or upon enrollment of the child in an English learner program if

the enrollment is not concurrent with the beginning of the school year.

Section 12. School districts shall, at least annually, inform the parents or legal guardians
of English learners of their rights to: (i) choose a language acquisition program among those
offered by the school district under section 4; (ii) request a new language acquisition program
under said section 4; or (iii) withdraw a student from a language acquisition program. Notice
shall be sent by mail not later than 10 days after the enrollment of the student in the school
district. The notice shall, to the extent possible: (A) be in a language that is understandable to the
parents or legal guardians; (B) contain a simple, easy to understand description of the purpose,

method and content of the available programs; (C) inform the parent or legal guardian of the
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right to visit an English learner program in the school district; and (D) inform the parent or legal
guardian of available conferences or meetings to learn about the English learner programs

offered in the school district.

If the school district recommends placing an English learner in an English learner
program, the parent or legal guardian of the student shall have the right, at the time of the
original notification under this section or at the close of a marking period, to withdraw the
student from a program by sending written notice of the decision by mail or electronic
communication to the school authority designated by the school district in which the student is
enrolled; provided, however, that written confirmation of the withdrawal shall be provided
annually to the school by the parent or legal guardian and such confirmation shall be retained in
the student’s cumulative folder; and provided further, that the student shall retain the right to

enter into an English learner program at any time.

SECTION 66. There shall be a special commission established pursuant to section 2A of
chapter 4 of the General Laws to investigate and study the current collection and dissemination

of school district and statewide data relative to school-age English language learners.

The commission shall consist of: the house and senate chairs of the joint committee on
education or their designees who shall serve as the co-chairs; 1 person to be appointed by the
senate president; 1 person to be appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives; 1
person to be appointed by the minority leader of the senate; 1 person to be appointed by the
minority leader of the house of representatives; the commissioner of elementary and secondary
education or a designee; the executive director of the Massachusetts Association of School

Superintendents, Inc. or a designee; the executive director of the Massachusetts Association of
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School Committees or a designee; the executive director of the Massachusetts Elementary
School Principals’ Assoc., Inc. or a designee; the executive director of the Massachusetts
Secondary Schools Administrators Association, Incorporated or a designee; the executive
director of the Administrators of Special Education. Inc. or a designee; and 5 persons to be
appointed by the governor, 1 of whom shall be representative of the Massachusetts Association
of Teachers of Speakers of Other Languages, Inc.; 2 of whom shall be superintendents selected
from a list of 3 superintendents from school districts serving high concentrations of English
language learners nominated by the Massachusetts Association of School Superintendents, Inc.
and 2 of whom shall be district-level English learner program directors selected from a list of 3
district-level English learner program directors nominated by the Massachusetts Association of

School Superintendents, Inc.

The commission shall: (i) study, review and report on all existing school and district
reporting requirements relative to English language learners including, but not limited to, annual
reporting requirements relative to English language learners as required under section 11 of
chapter 69 of the General Laws; (ii) consider how current data is collected and used to evaluate
English language learner programming and its effectiveness; (iii) review the parental choice and
parental notification process and the effectiveness and transparency of district and state reporting
relative to English language learners; and (iv) consider improvements to data collection and

dissemination relative to English language learners.

The commission may meet with state agencies, parents, guardians, teachers, school
administrators and any other person whom the chairs deem necessary for the purpose of filing its

report.
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The commission shall file a report containing its finding and any recommendations with

the clerks of the senate and house of representatives not later than July 31, 2018.

SECTION 67. In developing the criteria to qualify for the state seal of biliteracy under
section 1Q of chapter 69 of the General Laws, the department of elementary and secondary
education shall consider the work of national organizations and other states on such a seal, the
work of the seal of biliteracy pilot project, as well as other information deemed relevant by the
department. Any assessment required to qualify for the seal shall be given by the school district
at no cost to a low-income student as described in the definition of low-income enrollment in

section 2 of chapter 70 of the General Laws.

SECTION 68. The department of elementary and secondary education shall establish and
publish on its website the benchmarks, guidelines and English learning success template
described in section 11 of chapter 71A of the General Laws not later than September 1, 2018.
Districts shall adopt the procedures described in said section 11 of said chapter 71 A not later
than 6 months after the establishment by the department of the benchmarks, guidelines and

English learning success template described in section 8 of said chapter 71A.

SECTION 69. The department shall establish the endorsements described in section 10 of

chapter 71A not later than May 1, 2018.

SECTION 70. The department of elementary and secondary education may promulgate

regulations as necessary to implement this act.

SECTION 71. Sections 47 to 54, inclusive, shall take effect on May 1, 2018.
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