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DONATE NOW

S² ����¬ A_ Aco oa ilaoeco a_imal velfale a_d mafeox i_ cioiem a_d oav_m ÀPAWS IIÁ 
Sia_malm¬ Senators Montigny and Tarr; Representative Kafka 
MSPCA Pamioia_¬ Support 
Soaopm¬ÐS. 2646 was enacted by the Mass. House and Senate on August 2. The bill was signed by
Governor Baker on August 9, 2018!

This bill builds upon changes to the stateÎs animal cruelty
laws made with passage of the PAWS ÀProtect Animal
Welfare and SafetyÁ Act in 2014. It is Chapter 219 of the
Acts of 2018.

The PAWS Act gained momentum after law enforcement
responded to a cruelty matter where a puppy Â who
became known as ËPuppy DoeÌ Â was systematically and

severely tortured over several months. The details of this case galvanized people who care about
animals to ensure that perpetrators like Puppy DoeÎs abuser Àand others who engage in such
cruel actsÁ are penalized in a manner suf�cient for the crime. It also prompted the public to seek
to ensure the CommonwealthÎs laws are suf�cient to prevent animal cruelty and neglect.

The impact of animal abuse is farÄreaching and the link
between animal abuse and violence toward humans is
wellÄdocumented. A Massachusetts study found that a
person who has committed animal abuse is: �ve times
more likely to commit violence against people, four times
more likely to commit property crimes, and three times
more likely to be involved in drunken or disorderly
offenses. When our laws recognize this link, all our family

members can be better protected.

With the passage of the PAWS Act, Massachusetts decided that we must do all we can to prevent
cruelty to animals and engage in a thorough investigation of the strength and effectiveness of
existing laws, as well as to determine what gaps exist. The PAWS Act formed a task force to do
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https://www.mspca.org/donate-now/
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2018/Chapter219
https://www.mspca.org/


12/17/2018 2018 - PAWS II, Animal CUXelW\ � MSPCA-Angell

hWWpV://ZZZ.mVpca.oUg/animal_pUoWecWion/paZVii/ 2/4

this. This bill is the result of the task forceÎs effort and is the next step toward ensuring our laws
protect both people and pets.

Key provisions of this bill:

Heli e_mple abpme im leialoed 
This section builds on Massachusetts law relating to the reporting of abuse, both of animals and
vulnerable people, recognizing the link between these crimes. Speci�cally, this bill would allow
animal abuse to be reported by the Department of Elder Affairs investigators and Disabled
Persons Protection Commission investigators. The bill would add animal control of�cers as
mandatory reporters of child abuse, elder abuse, and abuse against disabled persons.

E_mple ef}cie_o e_falceme_o af a_imal ca_olal lavm 
This section would increase the effectiveness of and add more appropriate penalties to animal
control laws that provide nonÄcriminal penalties for violations Àsuch as licensing violations;
violations of the dangerous dog lawÁ. Highlights include removing language requiring a clerk to
dismiss a �rst offense and increasing the penalty for a violation for not obtaining a kennel license.

Plahibio ohe dlav_i_g af a_imalm Ã vild a_d damemoic 
These changes would explicitly list drowning of animals as a violation of the law. Many are
surprised to learn that animals, particularly wildlife, are currently being drowned Ã a cruel and
inhumane death.

Uidaoe ohe a_imal }ghoi_g lav oa ileue_o ohe apoamaoic killi_g af a_imal }ghoi_g uicoimm 
Massachusetts is one of only 11 states that has a provision requiring automatic killing of animals
involved in animal �ghting. This bill removes this language, so that there are other options in
statute for these animal victims.

Add a_imal climem oa ohe limo af affe_mem ohao melue am ohe bamim fal a lekpemo fal a
deoelmi_aoia_ af deoe_oia_ a_d¸al leleame pia_ ca_dioia_m  
This would amend G.L. c. 276 ç 58A to include the crimes of animal cruelty and �ghting as
speci�cally enumerated offenses to serve as the basis for a request for a determination of
detention and/or release upon conditions.

E_mple ohao la_dlaldm check uaca_o ilaieloiem fal ohe ileme_ce af aba_da_ed a_imalm a_d
clalifx ohe lav lelaoi_g oa vhe_ a_imalm ale aba_da_ed 
This provision would require a landlord, owner, or assignee that knew or should have known that
a property was vacated through foreclosure, termination of tenancy, abandonment or other
removal or exclusion of a tenant to check the property within three days. If they encounter an
animal, they must immediately notify the police or animal control of�cer.

A_imal Sewpal Abpme 
This section clari�es and updates the law against animal sexual abuse, by prohibiting sexual
contact with an animal and prohibiting the promotion or facilitation of an act involving sexual
contact with an animal and forcing a child to engage in sexual contact with an animal.
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Dagm a_d I_mpla_ce 
While the provision to prohibit insurance companies from discriminating based on perceived dog
breed was unfortunately not included in the �nal bill, a provision that requires insurers to ask
more questions about dog bite incidents to better track and identify the factors that contribute to
dog incidents Ànot just focusing on breedÁ has been included.

Uidaoe a lav lelaoi_g oa vha¸vhao e_oioiem ca_ be chalged vioh celoai_ oxiem af a_imal
clpelox  
Ch. 272 sec. 79 currently provides that ËA corporation violating either of the two preceding
sections shall be punished…Ì. At one time, this likely meant section 77 and section 78 Àsection 79
was enacted in 1868Á. In later years, additional sections added to G.L. c. 272 changed the meaning
of Ëtwo preceding sections.Ì In addition to a ËcorporationÌ as currently permitted, the current
language is amended to add additional crimes and to make additional entities subject to this law.
These changes recognize that these types of entities should be held responsible for a violation of
the enumerated statutes and that entities doing business with animals might not be a formal
corporation.
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