


[bookmark: _GoBack] 



Statement from Tim Gens, Massachusetts Hospital Association Executive Vice President, on Gov. Baker’s opioid bill 
October 19, 2015
“Governor Baker, along with other state, community and healthcare leaders, has prioritized his strong commitment to address the opioid crisis in Massachusetts. The hospital community remains a committed partner in confronting this scourge, and commends the Governor for his shared dedication to tackling this devastating public health emergency. In Massachusetts, we have the advantage of a strong consensus among stakeholders that we all have to act together to successfully solve this destructive threat. The question is: how do we most effectively achieve that mutual goal?
We give credit to the Governor for taking initiative to file a bill with proposals intended to further address the opioid crisis. There are several proposals that are new and innovative, and should be of significant benefit. However, there are also some that raise significant questions regarding their ultimate utility and deserve further examination. We hold some concern that certain aspects of the proposal could negatively affect the flexibility that providers need when determining the appropriate treatment for each patient.  In addition, the proposal regarding involuntary commitments for those with substance use disorders has implications for patients’ civil rights, concerns for additional crowding in hospital emergency departments, and increased apprehension created by these new proposals among opioid users who may no longer feel comfortable approaching hospitals for care. 
Expressing concern is not the same as expressing opposition. Discussion of concerns can lead to clarification and adjustment of positions which can then lead to consensus. We look at Governor Baker’s proposed bill as a further opportunity to collaborate with the Administration and legislative leaders to identify creative, compassionate, and flexible solutions to address this intractable problem. We are all united in our common goal to help patients and families suffering through this terrible crisis in the most effective manner.”
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