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– ATTACHMENT C —

July 31, 2019.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Article LVI, as amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I am returning to you for 
amendment Section 47 of House Bill No. 4000, “An Act Making Appropriations for the 
Fiscal Year 2020 for the Maintenance of the Departments, Boards, Commissions, 
Institutions and Certain Activities of the Commonwealth, for Interest, Sinking Fund and 
Serial Bond Requirements and for Certain Permanent Improvements.”

Section 47 requires EOHHS to provide 270 days’ notice to hospitals and the Legislature 
before implementing any restriction on an eligible hospital’s access to discounted drugs 
pursuant to section 340B of the federal Public Health Service Act.  While I do not object 
to providing adequate notice prior to taking such action, 270 days’ notice will cause 
undue delay.  

For these reasons, I recommend that Section 47 be amended by striking out the words, 
“not less than 270 days” and inserting in place thereof the following:- not less than 180 
days.  

       Respectfully submitted,

               CHARLES D. BAKER,
Governor.
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The actions taken by the Governor are delineated on this excerpt from the original 
parchment:—

I disapprove in the following items in Section 2 the wording as indicated:

Section 2 Wording Stricken

2000-0101 "; provided further, that not later than February 3, 2020, the executive office shall 
submit a report to the house and senate committees on ways and means that shall 
include, but not be limited to, the: (a) number of full-time equivalent positions assigned 
to the executive office's environmental justice staff; (b) responsibilities held by the 
executive office's environmental justice staff; and (c) status of environmental justice 
policies, strategies and initiatives being pursued for both the current and coming fiscal 
years"

and

"not later than October 31, 2019,"

2800-0100 "; provided further, there shall be a special commission to study and report on the 
feasibility of whether the ownership of Willett Pond and its appurtenances should be 
transferred to the state department of conservation and recreation at no cost to the 
commonwealth in order to provide new public access for outdoor recreation and to 
preserve the species and ecosystem of said pond; provided further, that the commission 
shall consist of: the secretary of the executive office of energy and environmental 
affairs, or a designee, the commissioner of the department of conservation and 
recreation, or a designee, the commissioner of the department of fish and game, or a 
designee, the chairs of the boards of selectmen of the towns of Walpole, Westwood and 
Norwood, or their designees, a representative or designee from the Willett Pond 
Charitable and Protective Association; a representative or designee from the North 
Walpole Fish and Game Club, Inc.; a representative or designee from the Neponset 
River Watershed Association, Incorporated; and provided further, that not later than 
June 30, 2020, the commission shall make recommendations, including any proposed 
legislation, with the clerks of the house of representatives and the senate;"

2810-0100 "; provided further, that not later than February 3, 2020 the department shall report to 
the house and senate committees on ways and means : (1) the status of hiring for 
additional staffing; (2) the staffing levels for the previous 10 fiscal years; and (3) the 
average staffing level at each park"

2810-2042 "; provided further, that when assigning time for the use of its skating rinks, the 
department shall give first priority to general public skating and then to an entity which 
qualifies under applicable state and federal law as a nonprofit organization or as a 
public school"

8900-0001 "; provided further, that the Disability Law Center, Inc. may investigate the physical 
environment of said facilities, including infrastructure issues, and may use methods 
including, but not limited to, testing and sampling the physical and environmental 
conditions, regardless of whether they are utilized by patients or inmates"

8900-0010 "and their employment rate after release"

I disapprove in the following items in Section 2E the wording as indicated:

Section 2E Wording Stricken
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1595-6368 ";  provided further, that not later than November 1, 2019 the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation shall report to the house and senate committees on ways 
and means, the clerks of the house of representatives and senate, and the joint 
committee on transportation, on the feasibility of using state-owned property as a 
staging area to provide micro-mobility device or any other suitable mode of 
conveyance for last mile point to point transportation to and from commuter rail stops, 
rapid transit stops, or rapid transit transfer stations; and provided further, that the report 
shall include, but not be limited to, a listing of all state-owned property within 1 mile of 
mass transit stops and the feasibility of adding the property information as a layer to the 
Massachusetts interactive property map, developed by MassGIS"

I return for amendment, pursuant to the authority vested in me by Article 56, as amended by Article 90, 
Section 3, of the Amendments to the Constitution, Sections 14, 47, 59, 69, 89, 97, 103, 104, and 108. The 
text of my recommended amendments is set forth in separate letters of this date to the Senate and House of 
Representatives.

The remainder of this bill I approve.

Approved, July 31, 2019

at o'clock and minutes, .M.

Charles D. Baker

Governor


