SUMMER 2021 HEALTH HUMANITIES FELLOWSHIP REPORT

A Note from the Project Director:

I am delighted to introduce the inaugural cohort of Health Humanities Summer Research Fellows! Over this past
summer, eight undergraduate fellows undertook research in the health humanities. Their projects, presented
during two sessions in August, were as diverse as they were inspired, ranging from an analysis of the politics of
language and translation in medical publications to the relationship between poetry and healing, from
representations of anti-Asian racism in the midst of COVID to a literary analysis of women’s mental health in
contemporary fiction. You can read more about our fellows and their projects below.

Our fellows conducted their research under the guidance of our very generous faculty mentors as well as two
wonderful graduate student advisors, whose bios also appear below. I wish to thank them for their amazing work
and also to thank Sophie Klein, Liberty Collom, Wendy Czik, Rose Grenier, Erin Murphy, and Karl Kirchwey for
their advice and support in helping us to imagine this summer program and to make it a reality. I am also very
grateful to the NEH Distinguished Teaching Professorship Fund, which supports this program and the Health
Humanities Project more generally.

We hope to run the Health Humanities Summer Research Fellows Program again in 2022 and look forward to the
amazing projects our students will come up with! You can see more about the Health Humanities Project at BU on
our website (https://sites.bu.edu/healthhumanities/).

Sincerely,

Anthony M. Petro

Associate Professor of Religion

and Women'’s, Gender, & Sexuality Studies
NEH Distinguished Teaching Professor



https://sites.bu.edu/healthhumanities/

Maia Archer

Year: Junior

Major: Biology with
French and Public
Health Minor

Project: Efficiency vs. Equity: Should Language Matter? How the
Prioritization of English in the Scientific Literary Community
Adversely Affects Francophone African Countries.



Bella Faber-
Rico

Year: Junior
Major: Psychology
and Medical
Anthropology

My project this summer focused on queer womanhood and body image in the COVID-19
pandemic. The stay-at-home measures America experienced over the last year have been
accompanied by body image anxieties for many, driven in part by increased weight and
fitness-related messaging. The increase in communication through social media that we
saw during the pandemic has enabled this messaging and negativity, but has also increased
representation of body diversity and created spaces for identity exploration, particularly
when it comes to gender and sexuality. Looking at young queer women allows me to
address how these new spaces have complicated cultural expectations around body image
and presentation while also bringing my own community’s narratives to light and filling
gaps in eating disorder and body image research.
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Malika
Mouhmoud
Kounkourou

Major: International
Relations and Pre-
Med

Project: The relationship between poetry and healing, especially
with trauma



N Matias Latorre

¥ Year:junior
B \[ajor:Human
£~ Physiology and
V Medical Anthropology

Project: History and change in HIV/AIDS stigmatization of queer
men from 1988-1992 in the United States



& Jackson Rosctte

Year: Junior
= Major: English and
. Anthropology

Project: Disease and the State, the Biopolitics of COVID-19



Anvitha Sathya

Year: Senior
Major: Seven Year
Liberal Arts and
Medical Education

Project: Literary analysis of representations of mental
health/illness in Asian communities, with a focus on gender



David Winner

Year: Junior

Major: Philosophy
and Russian Language
& Literature

Project: Drawing on Hannah Arendt's “banality of evil” to
analyze U.S. media responses to mass shootings.



Sharon Zhang

s

fge Year: Junior

Major: Health
Sciences with English
i and French Minors

Project: Rise in hate crimes against Asian/Asian-Americans
during COVID19



Nicholas Covaleski




Maja Carrion

Merav Shohet




Dr. Noor Hashem She holds an MFA in
Fiction and PhD in English Literature
from Cornell University. She was a
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in the
Humanities at Johns Hopkins University
from 2014-2016. Her research examines
the intersection of Muslim literature,
North American ethnic literature, and
world literature through the lenses of
critical theory, cultural studies, and
gender studies.

Dr. Noor Hashem

* Dr. Paula Hennessey is a Senior

- Lecturer in French at BU. She
completed her undergraduate studies
(majoring in French) at Wellesley
College and pursued her graduate
studies in French Literature at Brown
University. She studied at the
Université Paris-Sorbonne; taught at
Lycée Descartes in Paris, at Brown
University, MIT and BU.
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Marie McDonough

Susanne Sreedhar




