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ABOUT THE CRC
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R e s e a r c h  i s  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a t
B o s t o n  U n i v e r s i t y .  R e s e a r c h e r s  a t  C O M  u s e  t h e  m o s t  a d v a n c e d  t h e o r y
a n d  m e t h o d s  t o  e x a m i n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p h e n o m e n a .  A d d r e s s i n g
t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  a p p l i e d  p r o b l e m s  t h r o u g h  a  r a n g e  o f  q u a n t i t a t i v e
a n d  q u a l i t a t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e s .

T h e  C R C  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 5 9  a n d  p i o n e e r e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t e l e v i s i o n
a s  a  r e s e a r c h  t o o l ,  c o n d u c t i n g  s y s t e m a t i c  a n a l y s e s  o n  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f
t e l e v i s i o n  o n  c h i l d r e n  a n d  m e a s u r i n g  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n s  a n d  v o t i n g
i n t e n t i o n s .  T h i s  s o l i d i f i e d  t h e  C R C  a s  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  a n  i n t i m a t e
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  s u r v e y  r e s e a r c h  m e t h o d o l o g y .

T o d a y ,  t h e  C R C  h a s  o v e r  4 0  r e s e a r c h  f e l l o w s  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n
a d v e r t i s i n g ,  c r i t i c a l  c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s ,  h e a l t h  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  h u m a n -
c o m p u t e r  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  j o u r n a l i s m
s t u d i e s ,  m e d i a  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c
r e l a t i o n s ,  a n d  m i s / d i s - i n f o r m a t i o n .  

T h e  C R C  o f f e r s  s e v e r a l  r e s e a r c h  t o o l s  s u c h  a s  t h e  i M o t i o n s  b i o m e t r i c
r e s e a r c h  p l a t f o r m ,  w h i c h  a l l o w s  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t s  t o  e x a m i n e
p h y s i o l o g i c a l  r e s p o n s e s  t o  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  m e d i a .  O t h e r  d e v i c e s
i n c l u d e  m u l t i p l e  v i r t u a l  r e a l i t y  s y s t e m s  t h a t  a i d  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t s
i n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  p r e s e n c e ,  e m p a t h y ,  a n d  i m m e r s i v e  s t o r y t e l l i n g .

I n  2 0 0 9 ,  t h e  C R C  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  R e s e a r c h
C o l l o q u i u m  S e r i e s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  m o n t h l y  r e s e a r c h  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t h a t
h i g h l i g h t  c u r r e n t  a n d  o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h  o f  f a c u l t y  i n  C O M .  T h i s  f o r u m
f o s t e r s  d i s c u s s i o n s  a m o n g  f a c u l t y  a n d  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  a  v a r i e t y  o f
r e s e a r c h  t o p i c s  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .

I n  2 0 1 1 ,  t h e  D r .  M e l v i n  L .  D e F l e u r  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  L e c t u r e  S e r i e s  w a s
e s t a b l i s h e d .  E a c h  y e a r  t w o  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c h o l a r s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e
u n i v e r s i t y  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  o u t s t a n d i n g  s c h o l a r s h i p  a n d
e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  B U  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r i n g
a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  D r .  M e l v i n  L .  D e F l e u r ,  t h e  f a c u l t y
m e m b e r s  n a m e d  t h i s  s e r i e s  i n  h i s  h o n o r .

2 0 2 2  s a w  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  C O M / C R C  M e d i a  &  T e c h n o l o g y  P u b l i c
O p i n i o n  P o l l .  I n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  I p s o s ,  t h e  m a r k e t  r e s e a r c h  c o m p a n y ,
a n d  C O M ’ s  m a r k e t i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t e a m ,  e a c h  m o n t h  a  f a c u l t y
r e s e a r c h e r  p o s i t s  a  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  m e a s u r e s  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  a n d
o p i n i o n s  o f  1 , 0 0 0  a d u l t s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  R e c e n t  p o l l s  h a v e
g e n e r a t e d  c o v e r a g e  i n  t h e  B o s t o n  G l o b e ,  e W e e k ,  a n d  N P R ,  f u r t h e r
a d v a n c i n g  t h e  r e a c h  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  v i a  t h e  C R C
a n d  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  t h o u g h t  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  i t s  f a c u l t y  f e l l o w s .
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W i t h  t h e  e n d  o f  a n o t h e r  s e m e s t e r ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  r e f l e c t i n g  u p o n  t h e  m a n y
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  C R C  a n d  a m o n g  o u r  f e l l o w s  i n  2 0 2 6 ,  t h u s  f a r .

A t  a  t i m e  w h e n  e x t e r n a l  r e s e a r c h  f u n d i n g  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o
a t t a i n  ( a n d  r e t a i n ) ,  t h e  C R C  a g a i n  p r o v i d e d  t w o  i n t e r n a l  f u n d i n g
o p p o r t u n i t i e s :  t h e  F a c u l t y  R e s e a r c h  S e e d  G r a n t s  a n d  t h e  H u g o  S h o n g
M i s i n f o r m a t i o n  F a c u l t y  R e s e a r c h  G r a n t s .  Y o u  c a n  r e a d  a b o u t  t h e  a w a r d e e s
a n d  t h e i r  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  p a g e s  t h a t  f o l l o w .

T h e  C R C  i s  a l s o  o f f e r i n g  o u r  f e l l o w s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
e x t e r n a l  g r a n t  l i f e c y c l e ,  f r o m  e a r l y  p r o p o s a l  p l a n n i n g  t h r o u g h  s u b m i s s i o n
c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  p o s t - a w a r d  s u p p o r t .  Y o u  c a n  s e e  m o r e  d e t a i l s  o n  o u r
w e b s i t e  h e r e .

O u r  C o l l o q u i u m  S e r i e s  c o n s i s t s  o f  m o n t h l y  r e s e a r c h  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t h a t
h i g h l i g h t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h  o f  o u r  C R C  f e l l o w s .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k
o u r  2 0 2 6  s p r i n g  C o l l o q u i u m  s p e a k e r s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a  F e b r u a r y  t a l k  f r o m
P r o f e s s o r  E d w a r d  D o w n e s  a b o u t  m o b i l e  d e v i c e  d e p e n d e n c y .  I n  M a r c h ,  w e
h e a r d  f r o m  D r .  C h r i s  C h a o  S u  a n d  P h D  s t u d e n t  P a t r i c k  M o h a n  Z h a n g  a b o u t
h o w  p e o p l e  l e a r n  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  g e n e r a t i v e  A I ,  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  w a s
f u n d e d  b y  a  F a c u l t y  R e s e a r c h  S e e d  G r a n t .  A n d  i n  A p r i l ,  D r .  A y s e
L o k m a n o g l u  p r e s e n t e d  r e s e a r c h  o n  s t u d y i n g  v i s u a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  Y o u
c a n  r e a d  a b o u t  t h e s e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  f r o m  m a n y  o f  o u r  p a s t
C o l l o q u i u m  s p e a k e r s  o n  o u r  w e b s i t e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  C o l l o q u i u m  S e r i e s ,  e v e r y  s e m e s t e r  o u r  f e l l o w s  n o m i n a t e
a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c h o l a r  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r
o u t s t a n d i n g  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  e x p e r t i s e ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  B U
c o m m u n i t y .  O u r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  l e c t u r e  s e r i e s  i s  a  t r i b u t e  t o  D r .  M e l v i n  L .
D e F l e u r ,  a  p a s t  c o l l e a g u e ,  t o  h o n o r  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i e l d s  o f
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  m e d i a  r e s e a r c h .

MICHELLE
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CRC DIRECTOR
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T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  p a r t
o f  a  m o n t h l y
s e r i e s  f r o m  t h e
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e
C R C ,  D r .  M i c h e l l e
A m a z e e n

T h i s  s p r i n g ,  w e  w e r e  h o n o r e d  t o  h o s t  D r .  Y o t a m  O p h i r  ( U n i v e r s i t y  a t  B u f f a l o )  a s  o u r  D e F l e u r
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  L e c t u r e r  w h o  s p o k e  a b o u t  “ M i s i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  S o c i e t y :  F i v e  L e s s o n s  I ’ v e  L e a r n e d
f r o m  S t u d y i n g  T h o u s a n d s  o f  Y e a r s  o f  F a l s e h o o d s . ”  A  r e c o r d i n g  o f  h i s  t a l k  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  o n  o u r
w e b s i t e ,  a s  w e l l .

I n  p r o m o t i n g  a  c u l t u r e  o f  r e s e a r c h  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  o u r  f e l l o w s  h a d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
s e m e s t e r  t o  g a t h e r  i n  p e r s o n .  T h i s  s p r i n g ,  o u r  m o n t h l y  W o r k - I n - P r o g r e s s  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  c o o r d i n a t e d
b y  D r .  A y s e  L o k m a n o g l u ,  e n a b l i n g  f e l l o w s  t o  i n f o r m a l l y  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  i d e a
e x c h a n g e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  a n y  a s p e c t  o f  r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t s  ( c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r e m i s e s ,  s t u d y
d e s i g n ,  m e t h o d s ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n a l y s i s  i s s u e s ,  l i t e r a t u r e  s e a r c h e s ,  c o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  e t c . ) .  I  a m
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  t h e  n e w  e n e r g y  a n d  c h a n g e s  D r .  L o k m a n o g l u  i s  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  f a l l .

T h e  C R C  h a s  t w o  f o r m a l  o u t r e a c h  p r o g r a m s  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n h a n c e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  o u r
f a c u l t y  f e l l o w s :  t h e  M e d i a  &  T e c h n o l o g y  P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  P o l l  a n d  “ T h e  C O M v e r s a t i o n ”  p o d c a s t .  S i n c e
i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2 ,  t h e  C O M / C R C  M e d i a  &  T e c h n o l o g y  P u b l i c  O p i n i o n  P o l l  h a s  e n a b l e d
f a c u l t y  f e l l o w s  t o  a d v a n c e  t h e i r  t h o u g h t  l e a d e r s h i p  o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n t e g r i t y  t o p i c s .  T h i s
p a s t  s e m e s t e r ,  o u r  p o l l s  i n v o l v e d  d a t i n g  a p p s  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  a n d  r e s p o n s e s  t o  U . S .  I m m i g r a t i o n
a n d  C u s t o m s  E n f o r c e m e n t  ( I C E )  a c t i v i t y .  F a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  w i t h  i d e a s  f o r  a  f u t u r e  p o l l  c a n  g e t
i n v o l v e d  b y  c o m p l e t i n g  t h i s  G o o g l e  F o r m .

https://sites.bu.edu/crc/opportunities/grants/
https://sites.bu.edu/crc/crc-lecture-series/colloquium-series/
https://sites.bu.edu/crc/crc-lecture-series/defleur-distinguished-lectures/
https://sites.bu.edu/crc/news/media-technology-press-releases/
https://www.bu.edu/com/articles/despite-skepticism-people-sticking-with-dating-apps-survey-says/
https://www.bu.edu/com/articles/americans-closely-following-news-of-ice-operations-and-many-moved-to-act-says-survey/
https://www.bu.edu/com/articles/americans-closely-following-news-of-ice-operations-and-many-moved-to-act-says-survey/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfklRRLCsi93rj_z6SUlWg6GtUKrcZtrnMYuE1zW4PQnc2XXA/viewform


( C O N T . )  T o  m a k e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  e v e n  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  t h e  C R C ’ s  p o d c a s t ,
T h e  C O M v e r s a t i o n ,  c o n n e c t s  a c a d e m i c  i n s i g h t s  w i t h  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s .  H o s t e d  b y  D r .  C h a r l o t t e  H o w e l l ,
t h r e e  n e w  e p i s o d e s  w e r e  r e l e a s e d  t h i s  s p r i n g .  T h e  F e b r u a r y  e p i s o d e  a d d r e s s e d  M i g r a t i o n ,  M e d i a ,
a n d  M e m o r y  w i t h  C R C  f e l l o w  D r .  R o y  G r u n d m a n n  a n d  J u l i a  C u m e s ,  a  f e l l o w  w i t h  C O M ’ s  C e n t e r  f o r
M e d i a  I n n o v a t i o n  f o r  S o c i a l  I m p a c t  ( M I S I ) .  T h e  M a r c h  e p i s o d e  f e a t u r e d  y o u r s  t r u l y  d i s c u s s i n g  m y
n e w  b o o k ,  C o n t e n t  C o n f u s i o n .  I n  A p r i l ,  D r .  H o w e l l  f a c i l i t a t e d  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  H e a t e d  R i v a l r y
p h e n o m e n o n  w i t h  D r .  K a t y  C o d u t o  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  A a r o n  W a l k e r .  M o r e  e p i s o d e s  a r e  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d
f o r  r e l e a s e  o v e r  t h e  s u m m e r ,  s o  b e  s u r e  t o  f o l l o w  ' T h e  C O M v e r s a t i o n '  o n  S p o t i f y  o r  P o c k e t C a s t  a n d
g i v e  u s  a  l i s t e n !

G i v e n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  e n g a g i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  C R C  c o n t i n u e d  t o
f a c i l i t a t e  f e l l o w s ’  e f f o r t s  t o  r e c r u i t  s t u d e n t s  a s  r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t s  v i a  o u r  S O N A  r e s e a r c h
p a r t i c i p a n t  m a n a g e m e n t  s y s t e m .  T h e  S O N A  s y s t e m  g i v e s  b o t h  g r a d u a t e  a n d  u n d e r g r a d u a t e
s t u d e n t s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e c o m e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  v a r i o u s  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  a c r o s s  C O M  w h i l e
e a r n i n g  c o u r s e  c r e d i t  f o r  d o i n g  s o .  T h i s  s e m e s t e r ,  3 7  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  o v e r  5 9 4
s t u d e n t s  f r o m  4 3  d i f f e r e n t  C O M  c o u r s e s .  I  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  r e g i s t e r i n g  y o u r  c o u r s e s  f o r  t h e
F a l l  2 0 2 6  s e m e s t e r .  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  h o w  o u r  S O N A  p r o g r a m  w o r k s ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  o u r
w e b s i t e  o r  e m a i l  c o m s o n a @ b u . e d u .

L a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  I  a m  i n c r e d i b l y  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  h a r d  w o r k  o f  o u r  s t a f f  t h i s
s p r i n g .  M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  o u r  L a b  a n d  R e s e a r c h  M a n a g e r ,  A m a n d a  K i n g ,  w h o  h a s  m a d e  o u r  f a c i l i t i e s  a
w e l c o m i n g  p l a c e  f o r  s c h o l a r l y  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  h a s  s k i l l f u l l y  t r a i n e d  b o t h  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  e m e r g i n g
r e s e a r c h e r s  o n  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i e s  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  C R C .  I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r  w o n d e r f u l
s t u d e n t  a s s i s t a n t s  w h o  h e l p e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  C e n t e r  r u n n i n g .  A d i t i  B a l a r a v i  ( M C R )  w a s  o u r
R e s e a r c h / S O N A  A s s i s t a n t ,  G T  N g u y e n  ( M S )  w a s  o u r  T e c h n i c a l  A s s i s t a n t ,  a n d  M a r y  Y i o r k a d j i  ( M S )  w a s
o u r  M u l t i m e d i a  A s s i s t a n t .  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w e l c o m i n g  b a c k  A d i t i  a n d  M a r y  n e x t  s e m e s t e r  a n d  s e n d
G T  b e s t  w i s h e s  u p o n  h e r  g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  C O M .  T h a n k s  t o  y o u  a l l !

T o  o u r  C R C  c o m m u n i t y  o f  f e l l o w s ,  I  w i s h  y o u  a  w o n d e r f u l  s u m m e r  w i t h  t i m e  t o  r e l a x  a n d  r e c h a r g e .  I
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  i n  t h e  f a l l .

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
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https://sites.bu.edu/crc/news/podcast/
https://www.bu.edu/com/profile/charlotte-e-howell/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1veBNiaxJuafdsbbDgncxx?si=66ss1MVcSLuJ2YUkgUZCIw&nd=1&dlsi=3c363aef7ab44aad
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1veBNiaxJuafdsbbDgncxx?si=66ss1MVcSLuJ2YUkgUZCIw&nd=1&dlsi=3c363aef7ab44aad
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5RnVOInsQj4CdvmfSPmIh2?si=X7CPdb-LR4ObbDM48QScmQ&nd=1&dlsi=f36f3a023bbd4499
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5RnVOInsQj4CdvmfSPmIh2?si=X7CPdb-LR4ObbDM48QScmQ&nd=1&dlsi=f36f3a023bbd4499
https://mitpress.mit.edu/9780262553605/content-confusion/
https://open.spotify.com/episode/1rKIicBQlGn0N3XKuHrdcX
https://open.spotify.com/show/3c2zf3Ax1br7OaDwpsUEcs?si=hwGDQpUWQcaY7b3Uc5LG4g
https://pca.st/7yszo95k
https://sites.bu.edu/crc/research-resources/sona/
mailto:comsona@bu.edu
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T E C H N O L O G Y  
U P G R A D E S

W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s e  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n
b i o m e t r i c  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e
C o m m u n i c a t i o n  R e s e a r c h  C e n t e r  h a s
b e e n  i n c r e m e n t a l l y  u p g r a d i n g  i t s

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  h a r d w a r e  a n d  s o f t w a r e  o v e r  t h e  S p r i n g  ‘ 2 6  s e m e s t e r .  W i t h
a d d i t i o n a l  w o r k s t a t i o n s ,  d e v i c e s ,  a n d  u p g r a d e d  s o f t w a r e ,  w e ’ r e  l o o k i n g
f o r w a r d  t o  a d v a n c i n g  B U ’ s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r s .  

M E T A  Q U E S T  3  ( Q t y .  1 )

A  w i r e l e s s  m i x e d - r e a l i t y  h e a d s e t  t h a t
s u p p o r t s  i m m e r s i v e  r e s e a r c h  a p p l i c a t i o n s
i n v o l v i n g  v i r t u a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,
i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  a n d  u s e r  b e h a v i o r .  

4 K  R e s o l u t i o n
5 1 2 G B  o f  s t o r a g e

P U P I L  L A B S  N E O N  I N S E R T  F O R
M E T A  Q U E S T  3  ( Q t y .  1 )

A V R  c o m p a t i b l e  e y e - t r a c k i n g  i n s e r t  t h a t
e n a b l e s  r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  c o l l e c t  g a z e  d a t a
w i t h i n  i m m e r s i v e  v i r t u a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s .

C a l i b r a t i o n - f r e e  b i n o c u l a r  t r a c k i n g
R e a l - t i m e  d a t a  a t  2 0 0  H z
U p  t o  4  h o u r s  o f  r e c o r d i n g
D r o p - i n  f a c i a l  i n t e r f a c e
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A  w i d e - a r e a  t r a c k i n g  s y s t e m ,  t h a t  p o w e r s  t h e
p r e s e n c e  a n d  i m m e r s i o n  o f  r o o m - s c a l e  v i r t u a l
r e a l i t y  b y  h e l p i n g  h e a d s e t s  a n d  c o n t r o l l e r s
t r a c k  t h e i r  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n s .

A  h i g h - r e s o l u t i o n  m i x e d - r e a l i t y  h e a d s e t
d e s i g n e d  f o r  a d v a n c e d  s i m u l a t i o n ,
v i s u a l i z a t i o n ,  a n d  h u m a n - c o m p u t e r  i n t e r a c t i o n
r e s e a r c h .  

V A R J O  X R - 4  S E R I E S  H E A D S E T  ( Q t y .  1 )

D u a l  4 K  x  4 K  m i n i - L E D  d i s p l a y s  ( 3 8 4 0  ×  3 7 4 4 )
I n t e g r a t e d  2 0 0  H z  e y e  t r a c k i n g
D u a l  2 0 - m e g a p i x e l  p a s s t h r o u g h  c a m e r a s  p l u s
3 0 0  k p x  L i D A R  d e p t h  s e n s i n g

L E G I O N  T 7  3 4 I A S  ( Q t y .  1 )
A  h i g h - p e r f o r m a n c e  d e s k t o p  w o r k s t a t i o n
t h a t  s u p p o r t s  c o m p u t a t i o n a l l y
d e m a n d i n g  r e s e a r c h  t a s k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  V R ,
e y e - t r a c k i n g ,  a n d  d a t a - i n t e n s i v e
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

1 3 t h  G e n e r a t i o n  I n t e l  C o r e  i 9 - 1 3 9 0 0 K F
N V I D I A  G e F o r c e  R T X  4 0 8 0  1 6 G B
3 2  G B  D D R 5 - 5 6 0 0 M H z

S T E A M V R  B A S E  S T A T I O N  2 . 0  ( Q T Y .  2 )

W i r e l e s s  s y n c i n g  f o r  c a b l e - f r e e  s e t u p
C o v e r s  u p  t o  5 m  ×  5 m  ( 1 6 ′5 ″  ×  1 6 ′5 ″ )
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A  w i r e l e s s  b i o  s i g n a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  s y s t e m  t h a t
a l l o w s  r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  c o l l e c t  m u l t i p l e
p h y s i o l o g i c a l  s i g n a l s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  

S t a n d a l o n e  w e a r a b l e  e y e - t r a c k i n g
g l a s s e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  c a p t u r e  a
p a r t i c i p a n t s  g a z e  i n  n a t u r a l i s t i c
r e s e a r c h  s e t t i n g s  w i t h  m i n i m a l  s e t u p .  

P U P I L  L A B S  N E O N  ( Q t y .  1 )

I N S T A 3 6 0  L I N K  2  ( Q t y .  2 )
A n  A I - p o w e r e d  w e b c a m  t h a t  s u p p o r t s
h i g h - q u a l i t y  v i d e o  c a p t u r e  f o r  r e m o t e
r e s e a r c h  s e s s i o n s ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  a n d
d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  

U l t r a  H D  4 K  r e s o l u t i o n
B u i l t - i n  2 - a x i s  g i m b a l
C u s t o m i z a b l e  A I  t r a c k i n g
A I  n o i s e - c a n c e l l i n g  a u d i o

4 - C H A N N E L  B I O S I G N A L  P L U X  ( Q T Y .  1 )

R e c o r d s  u p  t o  4  s e n s o r s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
B l u e t o o t h  a c q u i s i t i o n  u p  t o  3 0 0 0  H z
U p  t o  1 0  h o u r s  o f  l i v e - s t r e a m  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  

H i g h - s p e e d  e y e  c a m e r a
W i d e - a n g l e  s c e n e  c a m e r a
S t e r e o  m i c r o p h o n e
W a t e r - r e s i s t a n t
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A  s m a r t  a n a l y s i s  t o o l  t h a t  f o l l o w s  m o v i n g
a r e a s  o f  i n t e r e s t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y ,  s a v i n g
r e s e a r c h e r s  f r o m  m a n u a l l y  c h a s i n g  o b j e c t s
f r a m e  b y  f r a m e .  

A  n o n - i n v a s i v e  s e n s o r  u s e d  t o  m e a s u r e  b l o o d
v o l u m e  a s  a n  i n d i c a t o r  o f  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  a r o u s a l
a n d  c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  a c t i v i t y .

B L O O D  V O L U M E  P U L S E  ( B V P )  F I N G E R
C L I P  S E N S O R  ( Q t y .  1 )

S e a m l e s s  i n t e g r a t i o n  w /  b i o s i g n a l p l u x  k i t
T h e  c l i p - o n  f o r m - f a c t o r  m i n i m i z e s
i n t e r f e r e n c e s  f r o m  e x t e r n a l  l i g h t  s o u r c e s .

L E N O V O  T A B  O N E  ( Q t y .  3 )
A  c o m p a c t  t a b l e t  t h a t  c a n  b e  u s e d  f o r
s t u d y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c i p a n t
i n t e r a c t i o n ,  m e d i a  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d
m o b i l e  r e s e a r c h  t a s k s .  

8 . 7 ″  H D  d i s p l a y  w /  a  6 0 H z  r e f r e s h  r a t e
4 G B  R A M
1 2 . 5  h o u r s  o f  b a t t e r y  l i f e
6 4 G B  o f  s t o r a g e

I M O T I O N S  V R  E Y E  T R A C K I N G  M O D U L E
( Q T Y .  1 )

O v e r  3 0  a u t o m a t e d  e y e - t r a c k i n g  m e t r i c s
S t a t i c  &  d y n a m i c  A r e a s  o f  I n t e r e s t  ( A O I s )



The Communication Research Colloquium Series at Boston University was

established in October 2009. This series consists of monthly research

presentations that highlight current and original research of faculty in the

College of Communication. This forum provides an intellectual exchange

of ideas and perspectives, features scholarship in several methodological

traditions, and fosters discussions among faculty and students about a

variety of research topics in the field of communication.

SPRING 2026 COM RESEARCH
COLLOQUIUM SERIES
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What’s Going On with that Device
Attached to Your Hip?

E d w a r d  J .  D o w n e s ,  P h . D
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r ,  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s

F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 6

I n  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  D r .  D o w n e s  a s k s ,  “ A r e
w e  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  e f f e c t s  o f

s m a r t  h p o n e s  b e y o n d  o u r  n e e d  t o  u s e
t h e m ? ” .

F r o m  a  c o n c e p t u a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o c u s i n g  o n
o u r  a d d i c t i o n  t o / o b s e s s i o n  w i t h

s m a r t p h o n e s ,  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  s u g g e s t s
t h e  o n t o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  –  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n

h u m a n i t y ’ s  “ e s s e n c e ”  –  t h e s e  d e v i c e s  h a v e
w r o u g h t .  H e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e

r e d e f i n i n g  t i m e ,  s p a c e ,  a v a i l a b i l i t y ,  a n d
u l t i m a t e l y  r e d e f i n i n g  u s .

The Downfalls of Mobile Device
Dependency 



Learning Information from
Generative AI:

C h r i s  ‘ C h a o ’  S u ,  P h . D

M a r c h  2 0 2 6
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From Images to AI:

A y s e  D .  L o k m a n o g l u ,  P h . D
A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r ,  E m e r g i n g  M e d i a

S t u d i e s

A p r i l  2 0 2 6

A s  d i g i t a l  m e d i a  b e c o m e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i s u a l ,
s c h o l a r s  f a c e  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  a n a l y z i n g

l a r g e - s c a l e  i m a g e  a n d  v i d e o  d a t a s e t s .  T h i s  t a l k
i n t r o d u c e s  c o m p u t a t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t h a t

c o m b i n e  A I ,  c o m p u t e r  v i s i o n ,  a n d  l a n g u a g e
m o d e l s  t o  s t u d y  v i s u a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a t

s c a l e .

A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  i t  a r g u e s  f o r  c r i t i c a l
c o m p u t a t i o n a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t h a t  i n t e g r a t e

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  t h e o r y , h u m a n i t i e s
p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  a n d  h u m a n  o v e r s i g h t  a s  a  g o l d
s t a n d a r d  f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  a n d  v a l i d a t i n g  A I -

d r i v e n  r e s e a r c h .

D r a w i n g  o n  t h e  C o g n i t i v e  M e d i a t i o n
M o d e l ,  t h i s  t a l k  p r e s e n t s  o n g o i n g  r e s e a r c h
f u n d e d  b y  t h e  C R C  t h a t  e x a m i n e s  h o w
i n d i v i d u a l s  p r o c e s s  a n d  c o m p r e h e n d
e v o l v i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h e n
i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  g e n e r a t i v e  A l  s y s t e m s .

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t w o  f i e l d  e x p e r i m e n t s
i n v e s t i g a t e  h o w  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  c o g n i t i v e
p r o c e s s i n g  s h a p e  l e a r n i n g  o u t c o m e s ,  a n d
h o w  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  t w o  k e y
f a c t o r s :  d i s c l a i m e r s  t h a t  h i g h l i g h t  t h e
e v o l v i n g  n a t u r e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
u s e r s ’  g e n e r a t i v e  A l  l i t e r a c y .

How Attention & AI Literacy Shape
Scientific Understanding

Critical Computational Approaches to
Communication Research

A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r ,  E m e r g i n g  M e d i a  S t u d i e s

P a t r i c k  ‘ M o h a n ’  Z h a n g
P h . D .  S t u d e n t ,  E m e r g i n g  M e d i a  S t u d i e s
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O n e
W o r l d ,
O n e
N e t w o r k ‽

P a r i s ,  F r a n c e  o n
2 6 - 3 0  M a y  2 0 2 2

Misinformation is nothing new. For as long as

humans have communicated, they have also

manipulated information and deceived others

to gain power. Nevertheless, scholars,

journalists, and pundits have expressed a

concern about humanity entering a new “Post-

Truth” era, one driven by the collapse of truth

and political turmoil. 

In this talk, Dr. Ophir argues that humans have

never been motivated by accuracy and that

the current moment could be better explained

by considering unprecedented technological

and political developments. Potential solutions

are discussed.

SPRING 2026 MELVIN L. DEFLEUR
DISTINGUISHED LECTURE
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Misinformation &
Society:

Y o t a m  O p h i r ,  P h . D .
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f
C o m m u n i c a t i o n ;  
U n i v e r s i t y  a t  B u f f a l o

A p r i l  2 0 2 6

Five Lessons I’ve Learned
from Studying Thousands
of Years of Falsehoods
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S O N A  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
 A  S N A P S H O T  O F  C O M  S O N A ’ S  A C T I V I T Y  O V E R  T H E  C O U R S E  O F  T H E

S P R I N G  ‘ 2 6  S E M E S T E R .  A C R O S S  I N - P E R S O N  R E S E A R C H ,  O N L I N E  S T U D I E S ,
L E C T U R E  A T T E N D A N C E ,  A N D  M O R E ,  T H E  C R C  S U P P O R T E D  B O T H  F A C U L T Y

A N D  S T U D E N T S  I N  T H E I R  R E S E A R C H .  

S T U D E N T S
E N R O L L E D

37
594

43
T O T A L  

S T U D I E S

R E G I S T E R E D
C O U R S E S
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S O N A  B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
 A  S N A P S H O T  O F  C O M  S O N A ’ S  A C T I V I T Y  O V E R  T H E  C O U R S E  O F  T H E

S P R I N G  ‘ 2 6  S E M E S T E R .  A C R O S S  I N - P E R S O N  R E S E A R C H ,  O N L I N E  S T U D I E S ,
L E C T U R E  A T T E N D A N C E ,  A N D  M O R E ,  T H E  C R C  S U P P O R T E D  B O T H  F A C U L T Y

A N D  S T U D E N T S  I N  T H E I R  R E S E A R C H .  

LECTURE
ATTENDEES

1,246
1,316

3,477
218

STUDY
PARTICIPATIONS

RESEARCH HOURS
COMPLETED

CREDITS 
EARNED

Study Breakdown
In-Person Online

L A R G E S T  O N L I N E
S T U D Y 329

43
L A R G E S T  I N -

P E R S O N  S T U D Y

S T U D E N T
R E S E A R C H E R S

197



RESEARCH LABS

T H E  S T O R Y  T E C H N O L O G Y  A N D  A U D I E N C E  R E S P O N S E
( S T A R )  L A B  C O N D U C T S  R E S E A R C H  T H A T  E X A M I N E S  T H E
C O G N I T I V E  A N D  A F F E C T I V E  M E C H A N I S M S  U N D E R L Y I N G

A U D I E N C E S ’  U S E ,  E N G A G E M E N T ,  A N D  R E S P O N S E  T O
T R A D I T I O N A L  A N D  E M E R G I N G  N A R R A T I V E S  A N D

E N T E R T A I N M E N T .

T h e  C R C  i s  p r o u d  t o  s p o t l i g h t  t h e s e  r e s e a r c h  l a b s  l e d  b y  C R C  F e l l o w s .  S p a n n i n g
t o p i c s  a c r o s s  m e d i a ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  p u b l i c  e n g a g e m e n t ,  a n d  a u d i e n c e  e x p e r i e n c e ,

t h e s e  l a b s  f o s t e r  i n n o v a t i v e  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d
h a n d s - o n  s t u d e n t  r e s e a r c h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

S T O R Y  T E C H N O L O G Y  &  A U D I E N C E  R E S P O N S E

C O M P U T A T I O N A L  R E S E A R C H  O N  S O C I E T A L
I S S U E S

T H E  C O M P U T A T I O N A L  R E S E A R C H  O N  S O C I E T A L  I S S U E S
( C R S I )  L A B  E X A M I N E S  P U B L I C  O P I N I O N  O N  S O C I E T A L

I S S U E S  U S I N G  C O M P U T A T I O N A L  A P P R O A C H E S  A N D
G U I D E D  B Y  S O C I A L  S C I E N C E  T H E O R I E S .

B E  Y O U  K I D S  M E D I A  L A B

T H E  B E  Y O U  K I D S  M E D I A  L A B  E X P L O R E S  W A Y S  T O  U S E
A N D  D E S I G N  M E D I A  T O  P R O M O T E  P O S I T I V E  O U T C O M E S
A M O N G  Y O U T H  A N D  T H E I R  F A M I L I E S .  T H E  L A B  U S E S
M I X E D - M E T H O D S  A N D  C O M M U N I T Y - E N G A G E D
A P P R O A C H E S  T O  E X P L O R E  T H E I R  W A N T S  A N D  N E E D S
I N  T H E I R  D I G I T A L  E X P E R I E N C E S  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T S .  

X I A O Y A  J I A N G ,  F A C U L T Y  M E N T O R

J O S H U A  B A L D W I N ,  F A C U L T Y  M E N T O R

A N N E M A R I E  M C C L A I N ,  F A C U L T Y  M E N T O R

1 5



B E Y O N D  T H E  L A B
W H E T H E R  I T ’ S  T H R O U G H  O U R  M E D I A  &  T E C H  S U R V E Y ,  W H I C H  P O L L S  A

D I V E R S E  R A N G E  O F  F O L K S ,  A C R O S S  T H E  U . S . ,  O N  H O T - B U T T O N  T O P I C S ,
O R  O U R  P O D C A S T ,  ‘ T H E  C O M V E R S A T I O N ’ ,  W H E R E  W E  W O R K  T O  M A K E

R E S E A R C H  E N G A G I N G  A N D  A C C E S S I B L E .  W E  S T R I V E  T O  E N S U R E
R E S E A R C H  D O E S N ’ T  J U S T  S T A Y  I N  T H E  L A B .  

T H E  C O M V E R S A T I O N

S P R I N G  2 0 2 6  
M E D I A  &  T E C H N O L O G Y  S U R V E Y

F E B R U A R Y

P E R C E P T I O N  O F  D A T I N G  A P P S

K A T Y  C O D U T O ,  P H D ;  M E D I A
S C I E N C E

M A R C H

A W A R E N E S S  O F  I . C . E .
O P E R A T I O N S

A R U N I M A  K R I S H N A ,  P H D ;
M C A D V P R

S 0 2  .  E P 0 1

M I G R A T I O N ,  M E D I A ,  &  M E M O R Y

G U E S T S :  R O Y  G R U N D M A N
P H D  &  J U L I A  C U M E S

S 0 2  .  E P 0 2

I N T E R V I E W  W /  M I C H E L L E
A M A Z E E N

G U E S T S :  M I C H E L L E
A M A Z E E N ,  P H D

S 0 2  .  E P 0 3

H E A T E D  R I V A L R Y

G U E S T S :  K A T Y  C O D U T O  P H D  &
P R O F .  A A R O N  W A L K E R

S 0 2  .  E P 0 4

B R A N D E D  C O N T E N T

G U E S T S :  P R O F .  A M Y  S H A N L E R
&  P R O F .  M A U R A  S M I T H

host
C H A R L O T T E  H O W E L L ,

P H D ;  F T V

C R C  N E W S L E T T E R  |  S P R I N G / S U M M E R  2 0 2 6 1 6



AWARDS & RECOGNITION
A w a r d s  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n

A s s o c i a t i o n  C o n f e r e n c e  ( I C A ) ,  2 0 2 6 .

D A H L K E ,  R . ,  K W O N ,  H . ,  &  J I A N G ,  X .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  J U N E  7 ) .
I N F O R M A T I O N  D Y N A M I C S  I N  P O L I T I C A L  D E B A T E S :

M U L T I M O D A L  A P P R O A C H  T O  C A N D I D A T E S ’  F A C I A L
E X P R E S S I O N S  A N D  R E A L - T I M E  P U B L I C  R E A C T I O N S  D U R I N G

T H E  2 0 2 4  U . S .  P R E S I D E N T I A L  D E B A T E .

X I A O Y A  J I A N G ;  M E D I A  S C I E N C E

T O P  S T U D E N T  P A P E R ;  I N F O R M A T I O N
S Y S T E M S

J I A N G ,  X . ,  E C H E V E R R I A ,  M . ,  &  K W O N ,  H .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  J U N E  7 ) .
P U B L I C  E X P R E S S I O N  A B O U T  P R E S I D E N T I A L  D E B A T E S  I N

L A T I N  A M E R I C A  O N  T W I T T E R  ( X ) :  S O C I A L  N E T W O R K
F E A T U R E S ,  I N F L U E N T I A L  N O D E S ,  A N D  T O P  M E S S A G E S  I N

S I X  C O U N T R I E S .

M O R G A N  W E I L A N D ;  M C A D V P R

1 7

T O P  F A C U L T Y  P A P E R  A W A R D ;  G L O B A L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N
&  S O C I A L  C H A N G E  D I V I S I O N

B E S T  D I S S E R T A T I O N  A W A R D ;  P H I L O S O P H Y ,  T H E O R Y  &
C R I T I Q U E  D I V I S I O N

M A K I N G  I N T E R N E T  L A W :  H O W  C Y B E R S P A C E  W A S
S O C I A L L Y  C O N S T R U C T E D  A S  A  F I R S T  A M E N D M E N T
S P E E C H  S Y S T E M



AWARDS & RECOGNITION
A w a r d s  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o m m u n i c a t i o n

A s s o c i a t i o n  C o n f e r e n c e  ( I C A ) ,  2 0 2 6 .

1 8

C R I S S M A N ,  J . ,  L O K M A N O G L U ,  A . D . ,  G R A B E ,  M . E . ,  &
W A L T E R ,  D .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  J U N E  5 ) .  T R A C I N G  V I S U A L
C O M M U N I C A T I O N ' S  C R O S S - D I S C I P L I N A R Y
C I T A T I O N  F O O T P R I N T  I N  A  N E T W O R K  A N A L Y S I S
F R O M  1 9 7 5  T O  2 0 2 4 .

V I S U A L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  S T U D I E S  T O P
P A P E R  S E S S I O N

T O P  P A P E R S  I N  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  S C I E N C E
&  B I O L O G Y  S E S S I O N

G R A D Y ,  S . M . ,  B A L D W I N ,  J . ,  D O O L E Y ,  A .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  J U N E  5 ) .
E A S E  A N D  C O N S T R A I N T S  O N  E N J O Y M E N T  A N D

A P P R E C I A T I O N :  T H E  R O L E  O F  N A R R A T I V E  C H A L L E N G E .



A m a z e e n ,  M .  A . ,  K r i s h n a ,  A . ,  &  W e l l s ,  C .  F .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  M i s i n f o r m a t i o n  S u s c e p t i b i l i t y  a n d
I n o c u l a t i o n :  D i f f e r e n t i a l  E f f e c t s  o f  F a c t -  a n d  T e c h n i q u e - B a s e d  M e s s a g e s  o n  R e s i s t i n g
F o s s i l  F u e l  C l i m a t e  D i s i n f o r m a t i o n  [ P a p e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .

C h a n ,  N . ,  S u ,  C .  C . ,  &  Z h o u ,  R .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  I m a g i n i n g  a n d  e n a c t i n g  f u t u r e s :  T h e  a n t i c i p a t o r y
p o l i t i c s  o f  a l g o r i t h m i c  g o v e r n a n c e  [ C o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .  

C h e n ,  H .  T . ,  D o n g ,  X . ,  S u ,  C .  C . ,  G u o ,  L . ,  Q i ,  J . ,  &  W e i ,  L .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  R e i n f o r c i n g  o r
f l u c t u a t i n g  c a u s a l  d y n a m i c s  b e t w e e n  c r o s s - c u t t i n g  e x p o s u r e  a n d  p o l a r i z a t i o n ?
E v i d e n c e  f r o m  s u r v e y  a n d  b e h a v i o r a l  t r a c k i n g  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  U . S .  [ C o n f e r e n c e
p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .  

F u ,  Z . ,  &  S u ,  C .  C .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  P o d c a s t i n g  i n t i m a c y :  A  c o m p u t a t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t e x t u a l
a n d  a c o u s t i c  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  a f f e c t i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  [ C o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .

H o n g ,  T . ,  B a k ,  B .  R . ,  W i j a y a ,  D . ,  &  B e a u d o i n ,  C .  E .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  I n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e
n e t w o r k e d  p u b l i c  s p h e r e :  A  d i f f e r e n c e - i n - d i f f e r e n c e s  a n a l y s i s  o f  N i g e r i a ’ s  T w i t t e r  b a n
o n  v a c c i n e  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  [ P a p e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .

H w a n g ,  J .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  W h e n  t h e  S o u r c e  I s  A I :  E x t e n d i n g  S o u r c e  C r e d i b i l i t y  T h e o r y  W i t h
O b j e c t i v i t y  a n d  I d e n t i f y i n g  T r u s t  i n  A I  a s  a  B o u n d a r y  C o n d i t i o n  [ P a p e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .

J i ,  G . ,  C u m m i n g s ,  G . ,  S u ,  C .  C . ,  &  Z h a n g ,  P .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  e v o l v i n g  s c i e n c e :
H o w  d i s c l a i m e r s  a n d  A I  l i t e r a c y  s h a p e  e l a b o r a t i o n  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  i n  g e n e r a t i v e
A I  [ C o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .  

L i u ,  J . ,  Y a n g ,  G . ,  H u a n g ,  Q . ,  S u n ,  Y . ,  &  S u ,  C .  C .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  W h o s e  p r o t e s t  c o u n t s ?  P o w e r
a n d  e x c l u s i o n  i n  o n l i n e  a c t i v i s m  [ P r e - c o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .  

M a o ,  T .  C . ,  S u ,  C .  C . ,  C h a n ,  N . ,  &  G u o ,  L .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  W h e n  p l a t f o r m s  t e l l  u s  w h a t  i s
a u t h e n t i c :  P l a t f o r m  g o v e r n a n c e  o f  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o n  X  a n d  W e i b o  [ C o n f e r e n c e
p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .

7 6 T H  A N N U A L  I C A  C O N F E R E N C E  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  I N E Q U A L I T I E S  
I N  C O N T E X T

C A P E  T O W N ,  S O U T H  A F R I C A
J U N E  4 - 8 ,  2 0 2 6

CRC FELLOW PRESENTATIONS
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S u ,  C .  C . ,  &  C h a n ,  N .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  C o d i f i e d  a n d  e n a c t e d  p l a t f o r m  v a l u e s :  E v i d e n c e  f r o m
p l a t f o r m  p o l i c i e s  a n d  t h e  E U ’ s  D S A  t r a n s p a r e n c y  d a t a b a s e  [ C o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .  

T a m b o r i n i ,  R . ,  B a l d w i n ,  J . ,  W a n g ,  Y . ,  &  P r a b h u ,  S .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  T h e  E f f e c t  o f  a  S e r i a l i z e d
S t o r y ’ s  C o n c l u s i o n :  W h a t  A u d i e n c e s  F i n d  A p p e a l i n g  a n d  M e a n i n g f u l  [ P a p e r
p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .

W e i l a n d ,  M .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  T e c h n o l o g i e s  o f  P a r t i c i p a t i o n :  A  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  F r a m e w o r k  f o r
N e t w o r k e d  C o m p u t e r s  a s  a  S p e e c h  S y s t e m  [ P a p e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .

Z h u ,  Z . ,  H u ,  X . ,  Z h a n g ,  X . ,  W a n g ,  H .  N . ,  L i ,  Y . ,  B a i ,  R . ,  W a n g ,  S . ,  L i u ,  T . ,  D e n g ,  J . ,  &
G r a b e ,  M .  E .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  F r o m  C l a s s r o o m  t o  W o r k p l a c e :  A  C a s e  S t u d y  o f  E t h i c s  a n d  A I
A d o p t i o n  i n  H i g h e r  E d u c a t i o n  [ P a p e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .

7 6 T H  A N N U A L  I C A  C O N F E R E N C E  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  I N E Q U A L I T I E S  
I N  C O N T E X T

C A P E  T O W N ,  S O U T H  A F R I C A
J U N E  4 - 8 ,  2 0 2 6

CRC FELLOW PRESENTATIONS

2 0

T o p  F a c u l t y  P a p e r  A w a r dX i a o y a  J i a n g ,  P h . D



K a t z ,  J .  E .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  5 ) .  L i v i n g  w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n t  s y s t e m s :  T r u s t ,  f e a r ,
a n d  e v e r y d a y  d e c i s i o n s  [ K e y n o t e ] .  D i g i t a l  M i n d s  W o r k s h o p ,  U n i v e r s i t à
d i  B o l o g n a ,  I t a l y .

K a t z ,  J .  E .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  1 3 ) .  A I ,  r o b o t s  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  h u m a n
r e l a t i o n s h i p s :  A r e  w e  c r o s s i n g  a  t h r e s h o l d ?  [ U n i v e r s i t y - w i d e  l e c t u r e ] .
U n i v e r s i t à  d i  B o l o g n a ,  I t a l y .

K a t z ,  J .  E .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  1 9 ) .  I f  a l g o r i t h m s  t e a c h ,  w h o  g o v e r n s ?  A I ,
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e m o c r a t i c  t e m p e r a m e n t  [ U n i v e r s i t y - w i d e  l e c t u r e ] .
U n i v e r s i t à  d i  B o l o g n a ,  I t a l y .

L e e ,  E . ,  &  J i n ,  Y .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a r c h ) .  M e a s u r i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n - i s s u e
d y n a m i c s :  D e v e l o p i n g  a  s c a l e  f o r  o p t i m a l  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n i n g  i n
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  p r a c t i c e  [ C o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .  2 8 t h  A n n u a l
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  R e s e a r c h  C o n f e r e n c e  ( I P R R C ) ,  O r l a n d o ,
F L ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

L e e ,  E . ,  &  K i m ,  K .  H .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  A u g u s t ) .  A c t i v e  a n d  p a s s i v e  i n c o n s i s t e n c y :
H o w  a u t h e n t i c i t y  a n d  h y p o c r i s y  m e d i a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
a d v o c a c y  o n  t r u s t  a n d  d i s t r u s t  [ C o n f e r e n c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ] .  A E J M C ,  N e w
O r l e a n s ,  L A .

C O N F E R E N C E  P R E S E N T A T I O N S 2 1

PU
BL

IC
A
TI
O
N
S

P U B L I C A T I O N S  
A s i f ,  M . ,  S o v a c o o l ,  B .  K . ,  A l i ,  Z . ,  H e i n z ,  E . ,  K w a n ,  T .  A . ,  N o r d e n s v ä r d ,  J . ,
K r i s h n a ,  A . ,  T h o l l a n d e r ,  P . ,  R o h d i n ,  P . ,  &  Z h a n g ,  W .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  O f
d e m o g r a p h i c s ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,  a n d  g e o g r a p h y :  T h e  s o c i a l  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f
e n e r g y  c o n s u m p t i o n  p a t t e r n s  a n d  u s e r  b e h a v i o u r  i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a ’ s
r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t o r .  E n e r g y  a n d  B u i l d i n g s ,  3 5 6 .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 1 6 / j . e n b u i l d . 2 0 2 6 . 1 1 7 0 6 1

B r o w n i n g ,  N . ,  K r i s h n a ,  A . ,  &  Y a n g ,  S . - U .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  E d i t o r ’ s  e s s a y :  R i n s e ,
r e p e a t ,  r e s e a r c h !  J o u r n a l  o f  P u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s  R e s e a r c h ,  3 8 ( 1 ) ,  1 – 3 .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 8 0 / 1 0 6 2 7 2 6 X . 2 0 2 5 . 2 6 0 6 4 4 1

C h a n ,  N .  K . ,  K w o k ,  C . ,  H e ,  R . ,  &  S u ,  C .  C .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  C o n t e s t i n g  d a t a  p o w e r
a t  t h e  m a r g i n s :  C o n t e n t i o u s  d a t a  i m a g i n a r i e s  a n d  s o c i a l  m o v e m e n t
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E l e c t r o n i c  M e d i a ,  7 0 ( 1 ) ,  9 2 – 1 1 4 .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 8 0 / 0 8 8 3 8 1 5 1 . 2 0 2 5 . 2 5 7 7 4 1 0
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l i b r a r y  f o r  L L M - b a s e d  t e x t - i m a g e  c o n t e n t  l a b e l i n g .  C o m p u t a t i o n a l
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N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  T V  i n  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  T e l e v i s i o n  &  N e w  M e d i a .
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e n g a g e m e n t - r e l a t e d  o u t c o m e s .  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  B u s i n e s s
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&  P e r l i g e r ,  A .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  A n  o v e r v i e w  o f  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e  s h i f t s  b e f o r e  a n d
a f t e r  t h e  2 0 2 4  U . S .  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n .  J o u r n a l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  M a r k e t i n g ,
1 – 2 2 .  h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 8 0 / 1 5 3 7 7 8 5 7 . 2 0 2 6 . 2 6 6 7 1 4 6

M c C l a i n ,  A .  K .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  U . S .  B l a c k  p a r e n t s ’  h o p e s  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ’ s  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  m e d i a :  I n t r a g r o u p  v a r i e t y  a n d  p r e d i c t o r s
o f  p r e f e r e n c e s .  J o u r n a l  o f  C h i l d r e n  a n d  M e d i a ,  1 – 1 9 .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 8 0 / 1 7 4 8 2 7 9 8 . 2 0 2 6 . 2 6 5 5 6 7 9

M e n ,  L .  R . ,  Y u e ,  C .  A . ,  Q i n ,  Y .  S . ,  M i t s o n ,  R . ,  &  H e ,  H .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  A  m i x e d -
m e t h o d  a p p r o a c h  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e m p l o y e e  p a s s i o n  a t  w o r k :
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b o o k  T r a f f i c k i n g  d a t a :  H o w  C h i n a  i s  w i n n i n g  t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  d i g i t a l
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p e r s p e c t i v e :  T r u m p  b l a m i n g  C h i n a  o n  s o c i a l  m e d i a  i n  t h e  U n i t e d
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p a r t i s a n  i n f l u e n c e s .  O n l i n e  I n f o r m a t i o n  R e v i e w ,  5 0 ( 8 ) ,  1 – 1 9 .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 1 0 8 / O I R - 0 8 - 2 0 2 5 - 0 6 6 6
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J o u r n a l  o f  R e t a i l i n g  a n d  C o n s u m e r  S e r v i c e s ,  8 8 .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 1 6 / j . j r e t c o n s e r . 2 0 2 5 . 1 0 4 5 3 5

Y e y k e l i s ,  L . ,  C u m m i n g s ,  J . ,  &  R e e v e s ,  B .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  G e n e r a t i n g  a r t i f i c i a l
i n t e l l i g e n c e  s u b j e c t s  a n d  m e d i a  s t i m u l i  t o  s i m u l a t e  a n d  p r e d i c t
h u m a n  r e s p o n s e s  ( U . S .  P a t e n t  A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  1 8 / 7 5 9 , 4 1 5 ) .  U . S .  P a t e n t
a n d  T r a d e m a r k  O f f i c e
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H u a n g ,  J . ,  &  J i ,  Y .  G .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  C o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l  a d v o c a c y  ( C S A )  a n d
l e a d e r s h i p :  T h e  r o l e  o f  C E O  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  i n  C S A .  I n  Y .  L e e ,  J .  Y .  L i ,  &
W .  T a o  ( E d s . ) ,  S t r a t e g i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f o r  c o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l  a d v o c a c y
( p p .  1 8 7 – 2 0 0 ) .  P a l g r a v e  M a c m i l l a n .  h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 0 7 / 9 7 8 - 3 - 0 3 2 -
1 3 2 2 2 - 2 _ 1 4

J i ,  Y .  G .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  T r i c k l e  d o w n  a n d  o u t  e f f e c t s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p
c o m m u n i c a t i o n :  T h e  s p e c i a l  c a s e  o f  C E O  a c t i v i s m .  I n  H .  K .  O v e r t o n  &
N .  B r o w n i n g  ( E d s . ) ,  S o c i o p o l i t i c a l  a d v o c a c y  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  p u b l i c
r e l a t i o n s :  T h e o r e t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  e m e r g i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n
c o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l  a d v o c a c y  a n d  r e l a t e d  c o n s t r u c t s .  R o u t l e d g e .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 4 3 2 4 / 9 7 8 1 0 0 3 5 9 3 1 4 0 - 5

L e e ,  E .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  C o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l  a d v o c a c y  ( C S A )  a n d  a u t h e n t i c i t y :
C o m m u n i c a t i n g  v a l u e s  a n d  s o c i a l  i m p a c t .  I n  Y .  L e e ,  J .  Y .  L i ,  &  W .  T a o
( E d s . ) ,  S t r a t e g i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f o r  c o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l  a d v o c a c y .
P a l g r a v e  M a c m i l l a n .  h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 0 0 7 / 9 7 8 - 3 - 0 3 2 - 1 3 2 2 2 - 2 _ 3  

L e e ,  E .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  A u t h e n t i c i t y  i n  C o r p o r a t e  S o c i a l  A d v o c a c y .  I n  N .
B r o w n i n g  &  H .  O v e r t o n  ( E d s . ) ,  S o c i o p o l i t i c a l  a d v o c a c y  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  ( p p .  1 5 6 - 1 6 9 ) .  R o u t l e d g e .

R a m a n a t h a n ,  A . ,  H u a n g ,  D . ,  &  K a t z ,  J .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  S y n t h e s i z i n g  i n s i g h t s
o n  A I  i n  A f r i c a :  A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  q u a l i t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s .  I n  G .  A .  &  P .  A .
W .  ( E d s . ) ,  A r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e s e a r c h .  S p r i n g e r .
h t t p s : / / l i n k . s p r i n g e r . c o m / c h a p t e r / 1 0 . 1 0 0 7 / 9 7 8 - 3 - 0 3 2 - 1 1 7 3 3 - 5 _ 2 9

W u ,  H .  D .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  T e c h n o l o g y ’ s  i m p a c t  o n  g l o b a l  j o u r n a l i s m  a n d
c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  I n  D .  V .  D i m i t r o v a  ( E d . ) ,  G l o b a l  j o u r n a l i s m :
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  w o r l d  m e d i a  s y s t e m s  ( 2 n d  e d . ,  p p .  3 1 – 4 4 ) .  R o w m a n  &
L i t t l e f i e l d .

Y a n g ,  S . - U . ,  &  B r o w n i n g ,  N .  ( 2 0 2 6 ) .  S h a p i n g  p u b l i c  e x p e c t a t i o n s :  T h e
i n t e r p l a y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  d e t e r m i n a n t s  i n
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a d v o c a c y .  I n  H .  K .  O v e r t o n  &  N .  B r o w n i n g  ( E d s . ) ,
S o c i o p o l i t i c a l  a d v o c a c y  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s :  T h e o r e t i c a l
d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  e m e r g i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  c o r p o r a t e  s o c i a l
a d v o c a c y  a n d  r e l a t e d  c o n s t r u c t s  ( p p .  1 7 0 – 1 9 2 ) .  R o u t l e d g e .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 4 3 2 4 / 9 7 8 1 0 0 3 5 9 3 1 4 0 - 1 1

M E D I A  A P P E A R A N C E S
A m a z e e n ,  M .  A .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  J a n u a r y  1 ) .  W h y  l e g a c y  n e w s  m u s t  l e a d  t h e
w a y  a m i d  c o n t e n t  c o n f u s i o n .  M e d i u m .
h t t p s : / / m e d i u m . c o m / @ m a m a z e e n / w h y - l e g a c y - n e w s - m u s t - l e a d - t h e -
w a y - a m i d - c o n t e n t - c o n f u s i o n - 2 4 6 0 1 c 5 d 2 1 5 5

A m a z e e n ,  M .  A .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  J a n u a r y  1 6 ) .  V e n e z u e l a ,  C h e v r o n  a n d  c o n t e n t
c o n f u s i o n :  A  t e s t  o f  m e d i a  c o u r a g e .  M e d i u m .
h t t p s : / / m e d i u m . c o m / @ m a m a z e e n / v e n e z u e l a - c h e v r o n - a n d - c o n t e n t -
c o n f u s i o n - a - t e s t - o f - m e d i a - c o u r a g e - f d a 8 b c 8 a 0 f c 8
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C o d u t o ,  K .  D .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a r c h  1 0 ) .  T h e  i n t e r n e t  h a s  a l w a y s  h a s
f u e l e d  e a t i n g  d i s o r d e r s .  I n f l u e n c e r s  c o u l d  b e  a d d i n g  t o  t h i s  h a r m .
1 9 t h  N e w s .  h t t p s : / / 1 9 t h n e w s . o r g / 2 0 2 6 / 0 3 / i n t e r n e t - i n f l u e n c e r s - d i e t -
c u l t u r e - e a t i n g - d i s o r d e r s / .

C o d u t o ,  K .  D .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a r c h  3 0 )  ‘ F r u i t  L o v e  I s l a n d ’  g o e s
v i r a l ,  r a i s e s  b i g  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  A I  e t h i c s .  U S A  T o d a y .
h t t p s : / / w w w . u s a t o d a y . c o m / s t o r y / e n t e r t a i n m e n t / 2 0 2 6 / 0 3 / 3 0 / a i - f r u i t -
l o v e - i s l a n d - t i k t o k - e t h i c a l - b l a c k h o l e / 8 9 3 1 5 6 5 9 0 0 7 /

C o d u t o ,  K .  D .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  A p r i l  2 3 )  N o  m o r e  e x t r a  f i n g e r s ?  T h e
g o o d ,  b a d  a n d  u g l y  o f  C h a t G P T  I m a g e s  2 . 0 .  U S A  T o d a y .
h t t p s : / / w w w . u s a t o d a y . c o m / s t o r y / t e c h / 2 0 2 6 / 0 4 / 2 3 / n o - m o r e - e x t r a -
f i n g e r s - c h a t g p t - i m a g e s - o p e n - a i / 8 9 7 3 1 6 0 1 0 0 7 /

C o d u t o ,  K .  D .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  1 4 )  D a t i n g  i n  a  s w i p e l e s s  w o r l d .
T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s .
h t t p s : / / w w w . n y t i m e s . c o m / 2 0 2 6 / 0 5 / 1 4 / w e l l / b u m b l e - s w i p e - f e a t u r e -
o n l i n e - d a t i n g - a p p s . h t m l

C o d u t o ,  K .  D .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  2 3 )  R e m e m b e r  j u s t g i r l y t h i n g s ?
C r e a t o r  o f  o n l i n e  e r a  s t e p s  i n t o  l i g h t .  U S A  T o d a y .
h t t p s : / / w w w . u s a t o d a y . c o m / s t o r y / t e c h / 2 0 2 6 / 0 5 / 2 3 / j u s t g i r l y t h i n g s -
t u m b l r - c r e a t o r - s t e p s - i n t o - l i g h t / 9 0 0 5 9 0 3 3 0 0 7 /

D o n a v a n ,  J .  ( Q u o t e d )  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  J a n u a r y  2 8 ) .  I n  M i n n e a p o l i s ,  f a r - r i g h t
i n f l u e n c e r s  f r a m e  I C E  r e s i s t a n c e  a s  t e r r o r i s m .  M S  N o w .
h t t p s : / / w w w . m s . n o w / n e w s / m i n n e a p o l i s - i n f l u e n c e r s - i c e - r e s i s t a n c e -
t e r r o r i s m - n a r r a t i v e

D o n a v a n ,  J .  ( Q u o t e d )  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a r c h  0 3 ) .  T e l l i n g  t r u t h  f r o m
d i s i n f o r m a t i o n .  G B H  N e w s .  h t t p s : / / w w w . w g b h . o r g / n e w s / l o c a l / 2 0 2 6 - 0 3 -
0 3 / g b h - d a i l y - t e l l i n g - t r u t h - f r o m - d i s i n f o r m a t i o n .

D o n o v a n ,  J .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  A p r i l  2 7 )  F i r s t  c a m e  t h e  s h o o t i n g .  T h e n ,
t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r i e s .  T h e  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t .
h t t p s : / / w w w . w a s h i n g t o n p o s t . c o m / b u s i n e s s / 2 0 2 6 / 0 4 / 2 7 / w h c d - s h o o t i n g -
c o n s p i r a c y - t h e o r i e s - t r u m p /

D o n o v a n ,  J .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  1 1 )  M a n y  A m e r i c a n  t h i n k  t h a t
T r u m p  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  f a k e ,  s u r v e y  f i n d s .  T h e
W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t .
h t t p s : / / w w w . w a s h i n g t o n p o s t . c o m / b u s i n e s s / 2 0 2 6 / 0 5 / 1 1 / t r u m p -
a s s a s s i n a t i o n s - s t a g e d - c o n s p i r a c y /

D o n o v a n ,  J .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  1 3 )  E l o n  M u s k ’ s  a n o n y m o u s  o n l i n e
B F F  s p r e a d s  h i s  i d e a s  a n d  a t t a c k s  h i s  e n e m i e s .  T h e  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t .
h t t p s : / / w w w . w a s h i n g t o n p o s t . c o m / t e c h n o l o g y / 2 0 2 6 / 0 5 / 1 3 / e l o n - m u s k -
e n g a g e s - w i t h - a n o n y m o u s - x - a c o u n t - x f r e e z e - m o r e - t h a n - a n y - o t h e r /

https://19thnews.org/2026/03/internet-influencers-diet-culture-eating-disorders/
https://19thnews.org/2026/03/internet-influencers-diet-culture-eating-disorders/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/2026/03/30/ai-fruit-love-island-tiktok-ethical-blackhole/89315659007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/2026/03/30/ai-fruit-love-island-tiktok-ethical-blackhole/89315659007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2026/04/23/no-more-extra-fingers-chatgpt-images-open-ai/89731601007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2026/04/23/no-more-extra-fingers-chatgpt-images-open-ai/89731601007/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/14/well/bumble-swipe-feature-online-dating-apps.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/14/well/bumble-swipe-feature-online-dating-apps.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2026/05/23/justgirlythings-tumblr-creator-steps-into-light/90059033007/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2026/05/23/justgirlythings-tumblr-creator-steps-into-light/90059033007/
https://www.ms.now/news/minneapolis-influencers-ice-resistance-terrorism-narrative
https://www.ms.now/news/minneapolis-influencers-ice-resistance-terrorism-narrative
https://www.wgbh.org/news/local/2026-03-03/gbh-daily-telling-truth-from-disinformation
https://www.wgbh.org/news/local/2026-03-03/gbh-daily-telling-truth-from-disinformation
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2026/04/27/whcd-shooting-conspiracy-theories-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2026/04/27/whcd-shooting-conspiracy-theories-trump/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2026/05/11/trump-assassinations-staged-conspiracy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2026/05/11/trump-assassinations-staged-conspiracy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2026/05/13/elon-musk-engages-with-anonymous-x-acount-xfreeze-more-than-any-other/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2026/05/13/elon-musk-engages-with-anonymous-x-acount-xfreeze-more-than-any-other/
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D o n o v a n ,  J .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  J u n e  4 ) .  M o s s a d  a g e n t …  E p s t e i n  a l l y …
E r i k a  c r o n y ?  C h a r l i e  K i r k  ‘ a s s a s s i n ’  l a p s  u p  w i l d  c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r i e s
a s  t r i a l  l o o m s :  ‘ H e  d o e s n ’ t  h a v e  m u c h  t o  l a u g h  a b o u t ’ .  D a i l y  M a i l .
h t t p s : / / w w w . d a i l y m a i l . c o m / n e w s / a r t i c l e - 1 5 8 6 5 3 6 9 / C h a r l i e - K i r k - T y l e r -
R o b i n s o n - a s s a s s i n - c o n s p i r a c y - t r i a l . h t m l

D o w n e s ,  E .  ( Q u o t e d )  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  J a n u a r y  1 6 )  I f  y o u  c a l l  m y  c o l l e g e
r o o m m a t e .  C r e a t i v e  S t r e n g t h s .  h t t p s : / / w w w . c r e a t i v e s t r e n g t h s . c o m / i f -
y o u - c a l l - m y - c o l l e g e - r o o m m a t e / .

G o r d a n ,  E .  ( Q u o t e d )  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a r c h  1 6 ) .  I t ’ s  t i m e  f o r  c i t i e s  a n d  h i g h e r
e d u c a t i o n  t o  j o i n  f o r c e s  o n  e f f e c t i v e  A I ,  e x p e r t s  s a y .  R o u t e  F i f t y .
h t t p s : / / w w w . r o u t e - f i f t y . c o m / a r t i f i c i a l - i n t e l l i g e n c e / 2 0 2 6 / 0 3 / i t s - t i m e -
c i t i e s - a n d - h i g h e r - e d u c a t i o n - j o i n - f o r c e s - e f f e c t i v e - a i - e x p e r t s -
s a y / 4 1 2 1 5 5 /

G o r d o n ,  E .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  1 3 ) .  R e s e a r c h  c o n f e r e n c e  ‘ i n  s e r v i c e
o f  a  g r e a t e r  p u b l i c  g o o d ’  a d d r e s s e s  l o c a l  c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e  B a y  S t a t e
B a n n e r .  h t t p s : / / b a y s t a t e b a n n e r . c o m / 2 0 2 6 / 0 5 / 1 3 / r e s e a r c h - c o n f e r e n c e -
i n - s e r v i c e - o f - a - g r e a t e r - p u b l i c - g o o d - a d d r e s s e s - l o c a l - c h a l l e n g e s /

G u a r a n á ,  B .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  F e b .  2 0 ) .  “ C o m e  t o  B r a z i l ? ”  T h e  O s c a r s
j u s t  m i g h t .  T h e  N e w  Y o r k e r .
h t t p s : / / w w w . n e w y o r k e r . c o m / c u l t u r e / n o t e s - o n - h o l l y w o o d / c o m e - t o -
b r a z i l - t h e - o s c a r s - j u s t - m i g h t

L o k m a n o g l u ,  A .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  5 ) .  2 4  S c h o l a r s  A w a r d e d  R e s e a r c h
F e l l o w s h i p s  t o  U n d e r s t a n d  a n d  R e d u c e  P o l i t i c a l  P o l a r i z a t i o n
[ M e n t i o n e d ] .  C a r n e g i e  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  N e w  Y o r k .
h t t p s : / / c a r n e g i e . o r g / a r t i c l e / 2 4 - s c h o l a r s - a w a r d e d - r e s e a r c h - f e l l o w s h i p s -
t o - u n d e r s t a n d - a n d - r e d u c e - p o l i t i c a l - p o l a r i z a t i o n /

V i g i l ,  T .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  A p r i l  1 0 ) .  ‘ A  S p e e c h  o f  S e l f - D e f e n s e ’ .  E a s t
W i n g  M a g a z i n e .  h t t p s : / / w w w . e a s t w i n g m a g a z i n e . c o m / p / a - s p e e c h - o f -
s e l f - d e f e n s e

V i g i l ,  T .  ( Q u o t e d ) .  ( 2 0 2 6 ,  M a y  8 )  ‘ C h i l d r e n  s h o u l d n ’ t  b e  d e l a y e d  f o r
c a r e e r s ’ :  W h i t e  H o u s e  p r e g n a n c i e s  h a v e  b e c o m e  p r o n a t a l i s t
p r o p a g a n d a .  T h e  G u a r d i a n .
h t t p s : / / w w w . t h e g u a r d i a n . c o m / l i f e a n d s t y l e / 2 0 2 6 / m a y / 0 8 / k a r o l i n e -
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	NEW THIS SPRING:  HIGHLIGHTS & UPDATES
	TECHNOLOGY  UPGRADES
	With the increase of interest in biometric research, the Communication Research Center has been incrementally upgrading its
	technological hardware and software over the Spring ‘26 semester. With additional workstations, devices, and upgraded software, we’re looking forward to advancing BU’s communication research in the coming years.
	META QUEST 3 (Qty. 1)
	4K Resolution
	512GB of storage

	PUPIL LABS NEON INSERT FOR META QUEST 3 (Qty. 1)
	AVR compatible eye-tracking insert that enables researchers to collect gaze data within immersive virtual environments.
	Calibration-free binocular tracking
	Real-time data at 200 Hz
	Up to 4 hours of recording
	Drop-in facial interface



	NEW THIS SPRING:  TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES (CONT.)
	VARJO XR-4 SERIES HEADSET (Qty. 1)
	Dual 4K x 4K mini-LED displays (3840 × 3744)
	Integrated 200 Hz eye tracking
	Dual 20-megapixel passthrough cameras plus 300 kpx LiDAR depth sensing

	LEGION T7 34IAS (Qty. 1)
	13th Generation Intel Core i9-13900KF
	NVIDIA GeForce RTX 4080 16GB
	32 GB DDR5-5600MHz

	STEAMVR BASE STATION 2.0 (QTY. 2)
	Wireless syncing for cable-free setup
	Covers up to 5m × 5m (16′5″ × 16′5″)


	NEW THIS SPRING:  TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES (CONT.)
	PUPIL LABS NEON (Qty. 1)
	High-speed eye camera
	Wide-angle scene camera
	Stereo microphone
	Water-resistant

	INSTA360 LINK 2 (Qty. 2)
	Ultra HD 4K resolution
	Built-in 2-axis gimbal
	Customizable AI tracking
	AI noise-cancelling audio

	4-CHANNEL BIOSIGNAL PLUX (QTY. 1)
	Records up to 4 sensors simultaneously
	Bluetooth acquisition up to 3000 Hz
	Up to 10 hours of live-stream data collection


	NEW THIS SPRING:  TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES (CONT.)
	BLOOD VOLUME PULSE (BVP) FINGER CLIP SENSOR (Qty. 1)
	Seamless integration w/ biosignalplux kit
	The clip-on form-factor minimizes interferences from external light sources.

	LENOVO TAB ONE (Qty. 3)
	8.7″ HD display w/ a 60Hz refresh rate
	4GB RAM
	12.5 hours of battery life
	64GB of storage

	IMOTIONS VR EYE TRACKING MODULE (QTY. 1)
	Over 30 automated eye-tracking metrics
	Static & dynamic Areas of Interest (AOIs)


	SPRING 2026 COM RESEARCH COLLOQUIUM SERIES
	The Communication Research Colloquium Series at Boston University was established in October 2009. This series consists of monthly research presentations that highlight current and original research of faculty in the College of Communication. This forum provides an intellectual exchange of ideas and perspectives, features scholarship in several methodological traditions, and fosters discussions among faculty and students about a variety of research topics in the field of communication.
	What’s Going On with that Device Attached to Your Hip?
	The Downfalls of Mobile Device Dependency
	Edward J. Downes, Ph.D Assistant Professor, Public Relations
	February 2026
	In this presentation, Dr. Downes asks, “Are we thinking about the potential effects of smart hpones beyond our need to use them?”.
	From a conceptual perspective focusing on our addiction to/obsession with smartphones, the presentation suggests the ontological changes – the changes in humanity’s “essence” – these devices have wrought. He points out that they are redefining time, space, availability, and ultimately redefining us.
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	How Attention & AI Literacy Shape Scientific Understanding
	Chris ‘Chao’ Su, Ph.D
	Patrick ‘Mohan’ Zhang
	March 2026
	Drawing on the Cognitive Mediation Model, this talk presents ongoing research funded by the CRC that examines how individuals process and comprehend evolving scientific information when interacting with generative Al systems.
	In particular, two field experiments investigate how attention and cognitive processing shape learning outcomes, and how these processes interact with two key factors: disclaimers that highlight the evolving nature of scientific knowledge and users’ generative Al literacy.



	From Images to AI:
	Critical Computational Approaches to Communication Research
	Ayse D. Lokmanoglu, Ph.D Assistant Professor, Emerging Media Studies
	April 2026
	As digital media becomes increasingly visual, scholars face new challenges in analyzing large-scale image and video datasets. This talk introduces computational approaches that combine AI, computer vision, and language models to study visual communication at scale.
	At the same time, it argues for critical computational approaches that integrate communication theory,humanities perspectives, and human oversight as a gold standard for interpreting and validating AI-driven research.
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	SPRING 2026 MELVIN L. DEFLEUR DISTINGUISHED LECTURE
	One World, One Network‽
	Misinformation & Society:
	Five Lessons I’ve Learned from Studying Thousands of Years of Falsehoods
	Yotam Ophir, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Communication;  University at Buffalo



	594
	STUDENTS ENROLLED
	TOTAL  STUDIES
	REGISTERED COURSES
	SONA BY THE NUMBERS
	A SNAPSHOT OF COM SONA’S ACTIVITY OVER THE COURSE OF THE SPRING ‘26 SEMESTER. ACROSS IN-PERSON RESEARCH, ONLINE STUDIES, LECTURE ATTENDANCE, AND MORE, THE CRC SUPPORTED BOTH FACULTY AND STUDENTS IN THEIR RESEARCH.

	SONA BY THE NUMBERS
	A SNAPSHOT OF COM SONA’S ACTIVITY OVER THE COURSE OF THE SPRING ‘26 SEMESTER. ACROSS IN-PERSON RESEARCH, ONLINE STUDIES, LECTURE ATTENDANCE, AND MORE, THE CRC SUPPORTED BOTH FACULTY AND STUDENTS IN THEIR RESEARCH.
	STUDY PARTICIPATIONS
	CREDITS  EARNED
	LECTURE ATTENDEES

	3,477
	RESEARCH HOURS COMPLETED

	1,246
	218
	1,316

	RESEARCH LABS
	STORY TECHNOLOGY & AUDIENCE RESPONSE
	JOSHUA BALDWIN, FACULTY MENTOR
	THE STORY TECHNOLOGY AND AUDIENCE RESPONSE (STAR) LAB CONDUCTS RESEARCH THAT EXAMINES THE COGNITIVE AND AFFECTIVE MECHANISMS UNDERLYING AUDIENCES’ USE, ENGAGEMENT, AND RESPONSE TO TRADITIONAL AND EMERGING NARRATIVES AND ENTERTAINMENT.


	BE YOU KIDS MEDIA LAB
	ANNEMARIE MCCLAIN, FACULTY MENTOR
	THE BE YOU KIDS MEDIA LAB EXPLORES WAYS TO USE AND DESIGN MEDIA TO PROMOTE POSITIVE OUTCOMES AMONG YOUTH AND THEIR FAMILIES. THE LAB USES MIXED-METHODS AND COMMUNITY-ENGAGED APPROACHES TO EXPLORE THEIR WANTS AND NEEDS IN THEIR DIGITAL EXPERIENCES AND ENVIRONMENTS.


	COMPUTATIONAL RESEARCH ON SOCIETAL ISSUES
	XIAOYA JIANG, FACULTY MENTOR
	THE COMPUTATIONAL RESEARCH ON SOCIETAL ISSUES (CRSI) LAB EXAMINES PUBLIC OPINION ON SOCIETAL ISSUES USING COMPUTATIONAL APPROACHES AND GUIDED BY SOCIAL SCIENCE THEORIES.

	SPRING 2026  MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY SURVEY
	MARCH
	AWARENESS OF I.C.E. OPERATIONS
	ARUNIMA KRISHNA, PHD; MCADVPR
	FEBRUARY

	PERCEPTION OF DATING APPS
	KATY CODUTO, PHD; MEDIA SCIENCE




	BEYOND THE LAB
	WHETHER IT’S THROUGH OUR MEDIA & TECH SURVEY, WHICH POLLS A DIVERSE RANGE OF FOLKS, ACROSS THE U.S., ON HOT-BUTTON TOPICS, OR OUR PODCAST, ‘THE COMVERSATION’, WHERE WE WORK TO MAKE RESEARCH ENGAGING AND ACCESSIBLE. WE STRIVE TO ENSURE RESEARCH DOESN’T JUST STAY IN THE LAB.
	THE COMVERSATION
	host
	CHARLOTTE HOWELL, PHD; FTV
	S02 . EP01
	MIGRATION, MEDIA, & MEMORY
	GUESTS: ROY GRUNDMAN PHD & JULIA CUMES
	S02 . EP02

	INTERVIEW W/ MICHELLE AMAZEEN
	GUESTS: MICHELLE AMAZEEN, PHD
	S02 . EP03

	HEATED RIVALRY
	GUESTS: KATY CODUTO PHD & PROF. AARON WALKER
	S02 . EP04

	BRANDED CONTENT
	GUESTS: PROF. AMY SHANLER & PROF. MAURA SMITH



	AWARDS & RECOGNITION
	Awards received at the International Communication Association Conference (ICA), 2026.
	XIAOYA JIANG; MEDIA SCIENCE
	TOP FACULTY PAPER AWARD; GLOBAL COMMUNICATION & SOCIAL CHANGE DIVISION

	MORGAN WEILAND; MCADVPR
	BEST DISSERTATION AWARD; PHILOSOPHY, THEORY & CRITIQUE DIVISION

	TOP STUDENT PAPER; INFORMATION SYSTEMS

	AWARDS & RECOGNITION
	Awards received at the International Communication Association Conference (ICA), 2026.
	TOP PAPERS IN COMMUNICATION SCIENCE & BIOLOGY SESSION
	VISUAL COMMUNICATION STUDIES TOP PAPER SESSION

	76TH ANNUAL ICA CONFERENCE
	COMMUNICATION AND INEQUALITIES  IN CONTEXT
	CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA JUNE 4-8, 2026
	CRC FELLOW PRESENTATIONS

	76TH ANNUAL ICA CONFERENCE
	COMMUNICATION AND INEQUALITIES  IN CONTEXT
	CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA JUNE 4-8, 2026
	CRC FELLOW PRESENTATIONS
	Xiaoya Jiang, Ph.D
	Top Faculty Paper Award


	PUBLICATIONS
	CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
	PUBLICATIONS

	PUBLICATIONS
	PUBLICATIONS  (CONT.)

	PUBLICATIONS
	PUBLICATIONS  (CONT.)

	PUBLICATIONS
	PUBLICATIONS  (CONT.)

	PUBLICATIONS
	BOOK CHAPTERS
	MEDIA APPEARANCES

	PUBLICATIONS
	MEDIA APPEARANCES (CONT.)

	Lokmanoglu, A. (2026, May 5). 24 Scholars Awarded Research Fellowships to Understand and Reduce Political Polarization [Mentioned]. Carnegie Corporation of New York. https://carnegie.org/article/24-scholars-awarded-research-fellowships-to-understand-and-reduce-political-polarization/
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