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So This Is Collegel 
When I was living in a college dormitory, the room next to mine 

was occupied by two fellows tagged Pinky and Bud. 
One fall afternoon we played a vigorous football game. Tired, we 

all went promptly to bed and slept soundly. In the middle of the 
night an earthquake hit, awakening us from the stupor of sleep. I 
thought the room was surely upset, but Bud, in the room next door, 
had livelier reflexes. "Eartl1quakel" he shouted. Pinky finally gained 
his voice to cry, ''I've got one under my bed, tool" 

College days should be exciting tinles. Ideas that will puzzle and 
shock you will hit from all sides. Perhaps they will startle you wide 
awake. 

You may desire to sleep through the university years. You might 
succeed and remain sound asleep while attending most of the ball 
games and parties, especially the formals. 

Ideas, however, will jostle you. They will attempt to drive sleep 
away. 

Only one fundamental reason can be given for going to college­
the intellectual. Ideas and ideas . . . ideas that will enrage, shock, 
delight and stinlulate. 

Ideas for breakfast ( or probably before breaking the night's fast, 
for you can hardly escape an occasional 8:00 o'clock) ... ideas so 
exciting you will forget lunch and continue to argue all night long­

The wonderful world of ideas I 

I hope you stay awake. 



WHAT IS 
A COLLEGE F 
by Myron F. Wicke 
Board of Education 
The Methodist Church 

A FRIEND who has for many years 
been engaged in college mainte­

nance work once remarked in a mo­
ment of discouragement: "This would 
be a good job if it weren't for the stu­
dents." 

He is not, of course, the first college 
official to express such an opinion, for 
students can at times be most ex­
quisitely irritating. Nevertheless, a 
college exists only for the students. 

This does not mean that the stu­
dents should manage the college. Far 
from it. They have a more important 
job. It means, however, that an edu­
cational institution must be judged in 
terms of what it does for students. 

The college exists to grant oppor­
tunity-opportunilly for self-realiza­
tion. Woodrow Wilson, an educator 
before he was a statesman, once wrote: 
"You cannot educate a man; he must 
do that for himself." This is the heart 
of the matter. A college is opportu­
nity-no more and no less. But no 
student should underestimate the op­
portunity. 

The sole additional essential of a 
college is the teacher. Some college 
professors are inclined to resent the 
suggestion that the institution does not 
exist primarily for themselves. Never­
theless those who understand that 
students come first are almost in­
variably the best teachers. You can 
measure this for yourself by studying 
faculty attitudes toward students, and 
by observing the ways in which teach­
ing is made important and exciting to 
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students. A college exists to 
bring students and teachers to­
gether in an environment fa­
vorable to intellectual and 
spiritual growth. 

A student body and a faculty 
can together create a unique 
community. It is a type of 
community duplicated nowhere 
else in its possibilities for in- , 
tensity of aim and richness of 
fellowship. Here again it is to 
be remembered that these are 
only opportunities, for many students 
escape their college days without 
learning to know the value of their 
teachers. 

Courses of study vary considerably, 
but they always embody the faculty 
plan for balanced and patterned ex­
perience. Every required course rep­
resents a considered purpose. It is 
crucial that the student understand 
why he is doing what he is doing. He 
has a right to ask many questions 
about the requirements. The faculty 
should be eager to explain the whys 
and wherefores. 

Stalking the corridors of every cam­
pus building is a popular and ancient 
ghost whispering exactly what stu­
dents like to hear-that study is not 
the real reason for coming to college, 
that activities are far more important 
than the intellectual quest. Students 
ought not to be misled by so pleasant 
a fiction. If the courses are not vital, 
the best part of a student's time on 
campus and much of the college in-

A college is opportunity-no 
more and no less. "You cannot 
educate a man; he must do that 
for himself."-Woodrow Wilson 
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come are being wasted. The curricu­
lum in the hands of an imaginative, 
sympathetic faculty is the strength of 
the college. 

The first aim of the curriculum is 
to help the student to develop essen­
tial skills necessary to competent liv­
ing. The work in communications il­
lustrates this aim, centering as it does 
in the ability to discriminate among 
things. A second aim is to initiate ( the 
job will not end in college) a system­
atic exploration of the world in 
which life is lived, so that we may 
feel comfortably at home in the 
universe. The sciences and philosophy 
illustrate this purpose, but nearly 
every college discipline has its contri­
bution to make. A third aim, to exam­
ine the meaning and value of things, 
may be illustrated by religion, philos­
ophy, literature, sociology, and eco­
nomics. Every well-taught course will 
in some form raise questions of mean­
ing and value. 

A fourth aim is vocational explora­
tion. Since this is in many cases the 
most misunderstood, I will discuss it 
at mqre length a little later. 

A sound curriculum ought not to 
be merely a series of individual courses 
-to be studied and passed one after 
another and then forgotten. The 
course of study should be more a 
varied approach to the same funda­
mental issues from separate points of 
view. Literature, for example, will 
raise innumerable questions of philos­
ophy, religion, sociology, economics, 
history, and psychology. Sociology 
will be deeply concerned with history, 
psychology, religion, and economics. 

The major issues are always the 
same-what it means to be a person, 
how we can best live with our fel­
lows, our relationship to God, what is 
good, what things mean. These ques­
tions will continue to be the big ones 
long after college days are only 
memories. Your attitude toward these 
questions will determine to a large 
extent the tone of your personality 
and the satisfactions you will find in 
living. 

THE college opportunity is basical­
ly intellectual. This does not mean 
that it is only this. The emotional life, 
the motivations, and the ideals of hu­
man beings are of tremendous sig­
nificance. Motives and ideals, for ex­
ample, represent strange complexes of 
ideas and emotions. Therefore, the use 
and abuse of the emotions should be 
a major study in college curricula, and 
properly so, since out of the feelings 
arise many of our successes and 
failures. Nevertheless, a college is 
concerned primarily with intelligence, 
and with the reasonable way of life. 

Since this is the case, it is natural 
that college plans rest heavily upon 
the proper use of books. It is no pious 
hypocrisy to say that the library is the 
heart of the campus. This must always 
be so. 

People are justifiably suspicious of 
excessive bookishness, for an undue 
dependence upon books often makes 
spectators, rather than participants, in 
the business of life. Intelligent parti­
cipants are more needed than 
Olympian critics. Even so, the student 

ought not to be led from a fear of 
becoming a bookworm ( often a dis­
guise for intellectual laziness) to a 
belief that books are of no real con­
sequence. As Emerson put it, books 
properly used are the best friends and 
to provide an opportunity to learn the 
proper use of books is one of the 
best reasons for a college. After his 
college days are over, a truly educated 
person will find increasingly that 
books inspire and direct. He will re-

gard the latest roads to illiteracy­
picture stories and television-as the 
potential dangers they are. 

Most students want to gain voca­
tional competence in college. This aim 
is reasonable, since for most of us 
life is life in a job. We need all the 
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preparation we can get. 
The important point here is not to 

miss the point. A straight line may 
indeed be the shortest distance be­
tween two points, but we must be 
sure that the two points on the line 
represent both our start and our de­
termined destination. 

It is easier to elect the shortest path 
than the right direction. 

The elementary training available 
in a sound college program is bound 
to have profound effect upon later vo­
cational success. Anyone who wishes 
to become a professional chemist had 
better become thoroughly at home in 
the laboratory. He ought to give him­
self wholeheartedly and early to the 
study of his selected field. Competition 
is too strong and life too short to al-

low for wasted years when the best 
opportunities are at hand. Those who 
put off till tomorrow the hard work 
that can be started today, rarely get 
to the point of working hard. 

BuT along with such prosaic coun­
sel must be added the word of caution. 
"I was a man," wrote John Stuart Mill, 
"before I was an Englishman ." We are 
all men and women before we are 
chemists, or physicians, or engineers. 
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Technical competence without direc­
tion and understanding, and without 
commitment to fundamental principle, 
has helped to create the current hu­
man dilemma in which the works of 
our hands threaten to be destroyed by 
the failure of our spirits. It is easy for 
society to become a place "where 
wealth accumulates and men decay." 

Liberal arts colleges have been his­
torically training schools for certain 
vocations. Originally they specialized 
in the training of ministers. You have 
heard liberal arts educators say many 
times that a first requirement for sound 
vocational education is that it must be 
broad and general. Perhaps this ex­
planation demands explanation. 

Everyone knows, for example, that 
our manner of speaking and writing 
affects other people instantly and at 
times -intensely. These manners affect 
employers instantly, too, and over the 
years have much to do with promotion 
to positions requiring closer relation­
ships with people. Likewise the ability 
to get at once to the heart of a prob­
lem, as in a book, a report, or an 
analysis, is the first condition of ad­
vancement in many fields. These are, 
as you may recognize, the reasons for 
the heavy collegiate emphasis upon 
communications - speaking, writing, 
listening-and particularly upon in­
cisive reading. 

Sam Johnson once recommended 
that prospective writers give their 
days and nights to the study of Addi­
son. Students with high vocational am­
bitions had better give their days and 
their nights to the study of vigorous, 
effective speaking and writing, and to 
concentrated speedy reading. This is 
the most important vocational train­
ing. Paraphrazing Quintilian, we must 
mend our speech lest it mar our for­
tunes. 

It is vocationally important also­
if we have dealings with others-to 
know why men and women act as they 
do. Knowledge of human motivation 
is the first requisite of leadership. We 
must understand not only why others 
act like human beings, but why we do 

4 

ourselves. A college exists to help us 
discover what makes us behave as we 
do. This is, of course, no quick and 
easy study, and is not to be completed 
in six simple lessons. It involves not 
only psychology, but religion, philos­
ophy, literature, and economics. Yet 
it is real vocational education. 

Vocational plans in college must 
therefore be made in long-range more 
than in short-range terms. Specific 
skills can be learned quickly on the 
job. But to become a resourceful per­
son, alert and responsive to varying 
demands, requires a preparation and 
a point of view which come only from 
deep and careful self-cultivation. A 
large proportion of the men and wom­
en in Who's Who in America are now 
in occupations they entered a~er their 
fortieth year. They were able to make 
the necessary adjustments because 
they were equipped to learn many 

jobs. 
A college exists also, to be sure, for 

its extracurricular opportunities. It 
has been said that a college president 
always directs a bicameral institution: 

"Culture's O.K. if you got time for it; I came 
to learn a vocation." 

the academic and the extracurricular. 
Well ordered, the extracurricular sup­
plements richly the curricular pro­
gram of the campus. In some ways the 
extracurricular is the laboratory for 
the curricular work of a college. A stu­
dent who serves on the college paper 
is learning most effectively how best 
to manipulate words and phrases to 
make them express exactly what he 
strives to communicate. Colleges need 
far more then at present to relate the 
curricular and the out-of-class oppor­
tunity. 

THE student who fails to take ad­
vantage of the extracurricular pro­
gram of the campus is losing a good 
part of his college investment. Dra­
matics, music, athletics, clubs, re­
ligious activities, student government 
-these are but a few of the opportuni­
ties on the average campus. Each stu­
dent must select his own diet. When 
intelligence is used in the selection, the 
student will not allow himself to ma­
jor in minors. 

What does a college aim to develop 
in its students? Surely not uniformity. 
A college exists to help a student to 
find and develop himself-as a unique 
person. A college is justified when its 
graduates are at home in the world of 
ideas. When they recognize what they 
do not know but know how to learn 
what they need. When they are more 
sympathetic and understanding of 
others. When they are equipped and 
willing to participate in the great 
struggles of their day, having re­
jected as unworthy mere grandstand 
observation. A college succeeds when 
its graduates commit themselves to 
ideals of their own selection even 
though these must clash with the 
popular ideals of the market place. 

Once when he was praised for his 
contributions to science, Sir Isaac 
Newton said, "I stand on the shoulders 
of giants." A college is an opportunity 
to find the shoulders of giants for our­

selves. 
But it is only opportunity. 
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by Paul Alexander 
Purdue University 

COLLEGE offers you an opportu-
nity to achieve mature self-direc­

tion. You will have freedom to plan 
your own work, and to issue orders 
to yourself as to exactly how it should 
be carried out. For the first time, you 
will be your own boss. Since you are 
ready for more responsibility, and per­
haps even a little eager to test your­
self in the college environment, this 
need for greater self-direction will 
serve as a challenge to demonstrate 
what you are able to accomplish. 

Self-direction includes both know­
ing and doing. The first part is not too 
difficult. You already have some in­
formation and know-how. Additional 
information will be made available to 
you through the orientation programs. 
By the time you have completed regis­
tration and have attended the first 
round of classes, you will feel like 
an oid-timer. You will know that 
you should plan and organize your 
time, arrange for and administer your 
finances, and participate in and con­
tribute to the activities of the school. 

The second part is more difficult. 
Oftentimes, the consideration of a 
course of action arouses conflicts of 
an internal nature. These conflicts 
consist of issues, problems, and differ­
ences which must be resolved before 
effective action is possible. It is only 
through dealing with these conflicts, 
that you can reach the doing stage of 
self-direction. To make progress in 
this area you will need to develop the 
ability to make intelligent com­
promises, renunciations, and substitu­
tions. This is a tough assignment 
which will require your best efforts. 

Here are five suggestions: 
I. Accept the fact that you will need 

to do some things which you do not 
want to do. The key word is "ac­
cept." You will have many good 
times in college, but you may not 
enjoy everything you do. A part of 

--- An Opportunity 
for Greater Self-Direction 
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college life is just plain hard work 
which requires effort and self-dis­
cipline. You will want to go to bed, 
when you know you should work 
on your English theme. You will 
want to go home over the week 
end, when you know you should 
stay on the campus. You will want 
to "just do nothing," when you 
know you should gather your 
laundry and see that it comes back 
with a clean shirt for your Saturday 
night date. College life is not al­
ways as glamorous as it is some­
times pictured. You should strive 
to work out a sane and construc­
tive philosophy which includes a 
realistic outlook on college life. 
Self-direction requires self-control 
and the capacity for inhibition and 
restraint. 

2. Recognize that learning is possible 
even though you dislike the sub­
ject. Colleges do not operate on a 
completely free elective system. 
There are some subjects which you 
must take whether you like them 
or not. If you like a subject and are 
interested in it, you will probably 
be able to do satisfactory work 
with less conscious effort than if 
you have little or no interest. This 
does not mean, however, that you 
cannot learn if you dislike the sub­
ject. In fact, much learning is the 
result of the need for the subject 
rather than an interest in it. Dis­
likes are due oftentimes to your 
past experiences and may not be 
entirely objective. You may find 
that a conscious effort put forth to 
make satisfactory progress in a sub-
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ject which you dislike may result 
in the development of a strong in­
terest. Try to approach your sub­
jects with an open mind. The 
ability to consider the possibility 
of developing new likes and in­
terests is an essential part of 
achieving greater self-direction. 

8. Learn to wait for rewards. College 
means that you may have to forego 
the pleasures of the moment in 
order to gain a greater but more 
remote reward. Money is one phase 
of the problem. By withdrawing 
from school you can get a job and 
have a decent income. You want a 
car now, not in five years. Some­
times these pressures are strong, 
and you may find it difficult to deal 
intelligently with them. Then, too, 
college postpones the time when 
you can assume your full responsi­
bility as an adult. After a bad day, 
you may find yourself dealing with 
the issue regarding your army serv­
ice. Again you may want to get 
married, and adults will advise you 
to wait until you have completed 
your college course, or at least to 
wait until your senior year. The 
solutions to these problems depend 
upon your ability to resolve the 
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conflicts between immediate and 
deferred satisfactions. It takes a 
long time to learn to act in your 
own best interest. Yet this is the 
challenge of mature self-direction. 

4. Become so realistic about your rela­
tions with other people that you 
are able to make your decisions ob­
;ectively. A "Yes" or "No" can get 
you into a lot of trouble, and there 
are many times in college when 
you must make decisions. In most 
of these decisions other people will 
be involved, and you may be in­
fluenced too much by your desire 
to please everybody. You will find 
that some things are more impor­
tant than others. Consider your 
time and energy as your capital, 
and plan your investments in such 
a way as to receive the greatest 
returns. Straight thinking is calling 
little things little, and big things 
big. It also involves seeing the 
whole situation objectively. 

5. Learn to trust your conscience. 
Your conscience helps you to de­
cide what is right or wrong. It is 
made up of the ideals and inhibi­
tions of your parents, ministers, 
teachers, and other close friends 
with whom you associated in the 
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growing-up process. These ideals 
and inhibitions have been inter­
nalized and have become a part of 
you. The chances are that your con­
science is a good one. You can 
place your confidence in it. If you 
do something which your con­
science doesn't want you to do, you 
will find that it fights back, and 
causes you to experience a feeling 
of guilt. It can be an important 
guide as you make your decisions. 
When you want to do what your 
conscience tells you is right, you 
will have taken a long stride in 
your struggle to achieve mature 
self-direction. 
Finally, you should be assured that 

the college or university is not a cold 
and heartless place. You will find 
many able, pleasant, and friendly peo­
ple on the staff. Get acquainted with 
the people in the office of the dean of · 
men, or the dean of women, or stop 
in and talk with one of your profes­
sors. These people will be interested 
in you, and will always be willing to 
help you help yourself, as you move 
toward greater self-direction. 

---
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THE first few weeks of college can 
be pretty tough on your concept of 

how good you are. For example, you 
will probably find that college is not 
quite what you expected it would be. 
Most of us idealize college, look for­
ward to it as entrance into a new kind 
of adult life, as freedom from the re­
strictions, loving or otherwise, placed 
on us at home. Because we idealize it, 
it frequently turns out to be dillerent 
from what we anticipated and we 
have a let-down feeling. Most of the 
students you will meet will be 
strangers and you won't have the sat­
isfaction you had in high school of 
being well known to a lot of people. 
This makes you wonder if you are as 
important as you thought you were. 
You will also find that the work habits 
you need are dillerent from those you 

• employed in high school. You were 
a pretty good student in high school, 
but the way you worked there doesn't 
seem adequate for the dillerent situa­
tions that you find in college. ( I 
would strongly suggest that you read 
Dr. Farquhar's article in this issue 
when you arrive at this conclusion re­
garding your study habits.) 

Perhaps the greatest blow to one's 
self-confidence is the discovery that 
there are many students who are as 
smart as you are! In high school you 
had a pretty good opinion of what 
you could do. Perhaps you were at 
the top of the class or in the upper 
quarter, or at least you were not at 
the bottom. But now in college you 
find people around you with as much 
ability as you have-some of them 

WHAT WILL COLLEGE DO 
TO YOUR 

uJ,J-~? 
by C. Gilbert Wrenn, University of Minnesota 

have more and you are forced to ac­
cept a new idea of how good you 
are in comparison to students around 
you. You must remember the students 
in your college classes are a dillerent 
group from those you worked with in 
high school. You couldn't possibly 
stand in the same relation to them as 
to your high-school fellows. College 
is selective, you know, and on the 
average only about 35 per cent of 
high-school graduates are attending 
college. 

Of course, there will be compen­
sations to balance these blows to your 
self-confidence. You will know you 
are part of a bigger world-an excit­
ing world full of new situations and 
people that make life interesting, even 
though somewhat uncertain. Some 
courses will not be as hard as you 
thought they would be, and this will 
enable you to stick out your chest 
a bit. In a good many events of the 
first few weeks you will find you are 
able to do something that you feared 
you couldn't do-pass a doubtful first 
test in a course, talk reasonably well 
with a total stranger, know as much 
socially as a lot of others around you 
seem to know. 

You React m Funny Ways 

When your self-confidence suffers 
you will react in a number of ways 
that are not particularly happy ones 
for you. The first tendency, when you 
see yourself as somewhat less than 
you thought you were, is to bl,ame 
someone el,<,e for your unhappiness­
your parents for not preparing you 

better for what you find in college, 
your high school for not giving you a 
better basic background, your college 
teachers because they don't appear as 
interested in you as they might, stu­
dents around you because they seem 
bent on grabbing good grades away 
from you and appear to be utterly self­
ish. All these reactions are what 
psychologists call a pattern of "projec­
tion" -projecting upon others the 
blame for your sense of unhappiness 
and for what is basically a lack of ad­
justment within yourself. One of the 
toughest doses of medicine to swallow 
is to admit you haven't accurately ap­
praised yourself, and that you must 
come to some new understanding 
about where you stand in comparison 
with other people. 

Another common reaction to this 
problem of disappointment in your­
self is to run away from situations 
that trouble you. You will find excuses 
for not going out in athletic competi­
tion, for not attending a social event, 
for not going to class-because it 
"bores you!" You say to yourself that 
so many things in college aren't 
worth trying for and you have lots 
of good "reasons" for not trying out 
for them. Actually you are just scared 
about yourself and these reasons 
don't hold up under close examina­
tion. Running away is a little like 
returning to childhood when other 
people protected you when things got 
pretty rough, when you ran back 
to mother's arms, crawled under the 
bed, or did something else that was 

( Continued on page 13) 
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STUDY-
KEYNOTE AT 

COLLEGE 
By William W. Farquhar, 

State Teachers College 
St. Cloud, Minnesota 

NO other situation in life offers as 
much as the freshman year in 

college. Likewise few situations de­
mand as much. 

The student's professors are over­
flowing with ideas that are new to 
him. The curriculum offers courses he 
has never heard of. His friends, who 
may well be gathered from the far 
corners of the world, tell him tales he 
never dreamed of! It is a new world 
that demands new growth, wider 
vision, increased understanding, and 
endless imagination! 

One of the most concrete evidences 
of the challenge university life offers 
the student comes in the form of com­
petition. Competition that is the 
toughest he has ever known. Com­
petition that is the widest he has ever 
known. 

And he's on his own! His time is 
spent largely at his own discretion. 
His plans for courses and for getting 
through them are his. 

How can anything but chaos be 
brought from such a vast challenge, 
such keen competition, and the tre­
mendous responsibility of freedom 
which is suddenly settled on the fresh­
man's shoulders? Adjustments are not 
simple. Human beings are too com­
plex for any single factor to be solely 
responsible for adjustment or malad­
justment. 

Experience, however, suggests a 
few basic principles that often can 
help a student to do better in his 
studies. He must learn how to: 
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(1) read more effectively, 
(2) make more efficient and under­

standable notes, 
(3) prepare for and take examina­

tions, 
(4) develop a scholastic proficiency, 
(5) Use college services. 

Reading: 
Since the college student has no 

other skill he uses more extensively 
than reading, he will obviously benefit 
by increasing his efficiency in it to 
promote learning . To improve read­
ing, experts in the field generally 
make these recommendations: 

1. Scan the preface, the table of 
contents, and the chapter head­
ings of a book before beginning 
to read. Make a brief written or 
oral statement to oneself of the 
over-all organization and subject 
matter of the book. 

2. In reading a unit or chapter turn 
the chapter or the bold-faced 
heading into a question and read 
to answer the question. If there 
is a summary or list of questions 
at the end of the chapter, use 
them as a point of departure in 
looking for the ideas the author 
presents. 

3. After reading a unit, close the 
book and recite the answer to the 
question framed in 2. For more 
permanent learning and easier re­
view, notes should be made at 
this time. They should be made 

with the book closed, in short 
phrases, and in the student's own 
words. 

4. After reading several units, re­
view the questions or notes to 
see if the main ideas have been 
retained. ( If not, repeat steps 
2 and 3.) 

By using such a method, the student 
will find that he will (a) be able 
to tell at the time of the reading if he 
really knows the material, ( b) learn 
more because of this extensive inter­
action with the reading, ( c) be train­
ing himself to answer examination 
questions by being his own examiner, 
and ( d) be better prepared to find the 
important ideas in his lessons. 

The problem of what is and what is 
not important is a common one with 
freshman students. Learning to pay 
attention to reading cues can greatly 
reduce this difficulty. A reading cue is 
a signpost or signal an author places 
in his writing to point out important' 
ideas or relationships. Generally, the 
following are considered to be read­
ing cues: 

1. Maps, graphs, and charts. ( Note 
what concise summaries these 
can be.) 

2. Listings such as ( 1 ) , ( 2 ) , ( 3 ) ; 
or a, b, c; and sentences which 
contain , "first, second, and last­
ly." 

3. Bold-faced type or italics. 
4. Summaries such as appear at the 

end of the chapter or the sum­
mary sentences of paragraphs. 

A good student never skips over 
these cues but uses them to organize 
the ideas he has read. These cues help 
him see the plan the author is using 
to present his ideas. Furthermore , cues 
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help to point up the relationship be­
tween ideas and to forecast what will 
follow so the student's reading will 
progress faster. In relation to this 
problem of organizing ideas, it might 
be pointed out that while there are a 
few people who do not need to de­
pend on organization to remember 
facts and statements, most of us have 
to pin the more detailed bits of in­
formation to an outline to remember 
accurately. Reading cues are a natural 
aid in doing this. ( It might be interest­
ing to check the cues used in this 
article.) 

Note Making: 
Students often have difficulty with 

note making because they lack experi­
ence. By following a few basic rules 
the student can greatly increase the 
efficiency of his note making. 

1. Consider the lecture period the 
time for making not merely tak­
ing or recording notes. Note 
making requires that most of the 
lecture period be spent in listen­
ing, and writing only short sum­
mary phrases. 

2. Realize that most lectures contain 
Qnly a few main points. Too fre­
quently the student thinks every 
word the lecturer says is im­
portant and becomes so snowed 
under recording all the details, 
he does not have time to digest 
the material presented. 

3. Take notice of the lecture cues. 
A lecturer uses cues to highlight 
the main points of his discussion 
the same as an author uses them 
to highlight his main ideas. 
Pauses, direct statements-"this 
is important," blackboard writ­
ing, outlines, listing of important 
ideas, phrases such as first, sec­
ond, and lastly, and summaries 
are typical lecture cues. 

4. Use abbreviations whenever pos­
sible. ( It is most important that 
the abbreviations be consistent.) 

5. Use large-size notebooks so there 
is space to get an organized unit 
on one page, to organize related 
material by connecting related 
phrases with colored pencil, and 
to add related ideas from the 
reading assignments. 

6. Review lecture notes the same 
day they are made. ( The closer 
to the time they were made the 
more valuable the review, but, in 
general, they should not be left 
overnight.) In this review the 
student should check for omis­
sions, inaccuracies, and phrases 
too vague to recall the original 
meaning. This time should also 
be spent in underlining impor­
tant ideas so the final review can 
be centered on the main points. 

Students often wonder if they 
should type or rewrite their notes. 
Students who do usually learn it is 
not worth the time. Notes should be 
workable and usable the first time they 
are written. Any duplication of the 
writing is usually wasted time. When, 
however, the lecturer rambles so much 
that organization becomes difficult, 
the student must then organize the ma­
terial himself. He may do this by di­
viding the note paper in half length­
wise and recording the lecture on half 
the page, saving the other half for a 
brief organizational summary after 
class. 

Note making, then, is an active and 
demanding process. The goals of this 
activity are ( without rewriting) con­
ciseness, accuracy, legibility, and 
proper accent on main points. 

Examinations: 
The student who regards the exami­

nation period as a sort of punishment 
does so because he has prepared 
for it. Lack of preparation is most evi­
dent in the student who stays up all 
night before a final or mid-term exam­
ination. As a result the student arrives 
at the examination tired and beat­
fully unprepared to use his higher 
reasoning processes. The grueling pre­
examination hours have accomplished 
only a reduction in guilt feeling-be­
cause he has so thoroughly punished 
himself, the student need not feel so 
bad about his deserved low grades. 
What, then, should a student do to 
prepare for an examination? 

1. Distribute the review periods 
over the school term. Plan the 
review period as part of the 
regular study schedule. 

2. Center the review period on lee-

ture and reading notes. Reviews 
should not be just a period of 
rereading the assignments. 

3. Make the review period a ques­
tion and answer session. Turn the 
main points of the chapter into 
questions and check to see if the 
answers come quickly and ac­
curately. 

4. Try to predict the examination 
questions. Examinations a r e 
usually intended to find out if 
the student understands the main 
ideas in the assignment. There­
fore, predicting questions is not 
just a process of learning to "beat 
the rap," as it were, but, rather, 
one of centering on what is im­
portant. 

5. Observe the following when tak­
ing the examination: 
a. Read the directions carefully. 
b. Survey the test to see how 

much time and credit are al­
lowed for each of the parts. 

c. Work on the easier parts first, 
if possible, saving the difficult 
sections for the last. 

d. Find out if there is a subtrac­
tion of wrong responses from 
right ones in scoring objective­
type examinations. If so, guess­
ing should be curbed. 

e. Develop a concise system for 
answering essay questions 
which will bring out the main 
points clearly. Teachers tra­
ditionally give more credit for 
well-organized papers. It pays 
to outline the answer on an­
other sheet of paper before 
starting to write. 

Some students find the idea page 
valuable: 

1) Write ideas relating to the essay 
items in short phrases on a sepa­
rate sheet of paper-the idea 
page. 

2) Use these thoughts to organize 
the outline. 

3) While writing continue to put 
ideas as they occur on the idea 
page. 

A system like this will eliminate the 
day-after "why-didn't-I-include-that" 
dismay. 

f. Save time at the end of the 
examination to review the pa-
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per. Check for omissions, 
especially when there is no 
penalty for guessing on the 
objective examinations. 

6. Finally, after the examination 
check over the assigned material 
and notes to see how they were 
sampled by the test maker. It will 
be too late to do anything about 
the test just completed, but this 
check process will help in plan­
ning for the next test. 

Scholastic Proficiency: 
Scholarship is work! There is no 

escape from this fact for the student. 
However, it is not just work for it is 
also pleasure-the pleasure that comes 
from doing a job well and the thrill 
that comes from being able to go on 
to new intellectual tasks. Repeatedly, 
it is found in reviewing the day-to-day 
activities of outstanding men that they 
plan their work activities. Desk 
calendars, small pocket notebooks, or 
reminder slips are important tools for 
productive men. By scheduling their 
work they free themselves from the 
confusion of partially completed tasks. 
The student, too, can profit from plan­
ning his activities. But where to start? 

1. Construct a simple chart allow­
ing for the hours and days of the 
week. 

2. Fill in the routine activities such 
as class, sleep, travel time to 
class, meals, and church. 

3. Plan the hours to study. Desig­
nate specifically what subject is 
to be studied at what time. At 
first this will be difficult because 
the student will have little idea 
of the time he will need for 
adequate preparation. With time 
he will learn to adapt his study 
plan to his study needs. 

4. Watch for the hours during the 
day which are very tempting to 
while away in nonproductivity. 
Remember it is advisable to plan 
study periods before discussion 
classes and after lectures. 

5. Plan social and relaxing periods 
just as one would plan work 
periods. This is most important 
if the · student's college life is 
going to be a rich experience. 
Many times bull sessions can be 
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valuable sources of learning for 
the student. 

6. Put the schedule in a conspicu­
ous place. Try to follow it but do 
not become a slave to it! 

The most important element of good 
study practice is good habit formation. 
Frequently, students complain that 
they cannot concentrate and sit around 
waiting for the spirit to move them to 
hit the books. ( Often this spirit turns 
out to be present only on the nights 
before examinations.) On the other 
hand, students who plan their work 
and force themselves to open their 
books at a fixed time each day soon 
find they have the attitude of work 
and waste little time getting down to 
the task at hand. Another problem re­
lating to lack of concentration is that 
of distractors. Students traditionally 
claim they cannot study without noise 
in the background such as the radio. 
However, when they learn the new 
habit of studying in a quiet place their 
efficiency improves. This holds not 
only for noise, but also for all of the 
little things surrounding the study 

area which lure the student away 
from his work. The picture of the 
student who prepares to study by tak­
ing a warm bath, putting on his 
pajamas, jumping into bed and prop­
ping up his head with a pillow is a 
picture of the student who is prepared 
to do one thing-sleep! All the process 
that has preceded opening the book 
is associated with the habit of relaxa­
tion-deep relaxation-not study ac­
tivity. He could better: 

1. Choose one study area and use it 
consistently. If in the library use 
the same place each time. 

2. Reserve the study area for study 
and study alone. Letter writing, 
hobbies, or personal care can 
easily distract the student from 
the business at hand. 

3. Realize the change involved in 
removing distractors can in itself 
be distracting. The story of the 
old boilermaker who never took 
all of his vacation time because 
he could not stand the sudden 
silence is an illustration of this 
point. Therefore, be not dis­
couraged if at first it is more 
difficult to study because the pro­
cedure has been changed. 

College Services: 

It is important that the student not 
only know when but, also, where to 
get help. Many campuses have spe­
cific departments dedicated to helping 
students with problems of health, vo­
cational choice, educational skills, fi­
nances, and personal adjustment. 

There is evidence that students who 
take advantage of these services tend 
to make better adjustments and be­
come more satisfied with their life's 
work. 

The student who is well organized 
and efficient frees himself from the 
insecurity of vagueness. By providing 
time to learn the basic materials in his 
academic career he opens the possi­
bility of independent thinking. With 
forethought college can be a rich and 
stimulating experience. Appropriate 
study habits help meet this challenge . 
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SO you have chosen to go to col­
lege. You have chosen the school, 

thought about clothing, transporta­
tion, and the many other items nec­
essary to entering college. But, have 
you seriously considered how you are 
going to finance the cost of college? 
It is rather easy to overlook-but fi­
nances are really important. 

The prospective college student 

The Problem 
of the Pocketbook 

by Dennis L. Trueblood, Assistant Director, Commission on Educational Organizations, 
of the National Conference of Christians and Jews. 

must give serious thought to the 
financial ramifications of his attending 
college. What will this mean to the 
family budget? Are my plans for col­
lege related to the reality of family 
financial resources? How will my 
plans for college affect the plans of 
my brothers and sisters? What are my 
personal responsibilities for financing 
my education? These and many other 
questions must be answered before 
leaving home for college orientation 
week. As a matter of fact, these prob­
lems should have been receiving at­
tention during high-school days. 

Fortunately, the prospective college 
student of today has a broad choice 
of colleges which may fit his particular 
financial and academic needs. These 
colleges range from the commuter col­
leges-the junior college, extension 
center, and community college move­
ment is making it easier to live at 
home and attend college-to the aca­
demic institutions located in "college 
towns." 

Scholarships 
The college student of today also 

has greater financial resources from 
which to draw. Not only has the 
economic condition of the country 
been stabilized at a relatively high 
level for the past fifteen years, but 
more and more persons are interested 
in supporting the individual student 
through scholarships, fellowships, 
loans, and summer and part-time jobs. 
Millions of dollars are being spent 
each year to help those who have 
economic need attend the institution 
of their choice. For example, the Na­
tional Merit Scholarship Corporation 

was recently organized to facilitate 
the administration of scholarship funds 
by individual foundations and busi­
ness concerns-the beginning capital 
is 20 million dollars to be expended 
over a period of ten years with every 
expectation that additional monies 
will be forthcoming. It is estimated 
that many colleges have at least 25 per 
cent of their students enrolled under 
some scholarship plan and a compara­
ble number who utilize college-con­
trolled loan funds to supplement their 
personal funds. 

Scholarship help should not be 
overlooked in planning the financing 
of a college education. Surprising as 
it may seem, many scholarships go 
unused each year. Usually they go 
unused because of lack of applicants. 
Sometimes students apply too late­
October 1 of the high school senior 
year is not too early to make inquiry. 
Selection process for the more lucra­
tive scholarships begins early in the 
school year. A diligent search for 
scholarship help is well worth the 
time of the seeker. 

The sources of information about 
scholarships are many. For example, 
college catalogs, the library, various 
indices and guide books, industrial 
concerns, benevolent agencies, local 
churches, general church boards, civic 
and fraternal groups, labor unions, 
and state departments of education. 
One of the more recent and most com­
prehensive sources of information is 
Scholarships, Fellowships, and Loans, 
by S. Norman Feingold, published 
by Bellman Publishing Company. This 
book is now being published in its 
third volume. Perhaps your school 

guidance counselor may have copies 
of these three volumes. Likewise, 
Bulletin No. 16, U. S. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare, Office 
of Education, Washington, D. C. This 
comprehensive listing prescribes vari­
ous forms of scholarship aid in various 
states and in the different professional 
fields. Certainly your guidance coun­
selor will have many sources of schol­
arship and loan information; likewise, 
various colleges and universities have 
such information. Don't forget to con­
tact the Board of Education of your 
church for many such agencies have 
attractive and helpful programs of 
scholarship aid. If you are attending 
a church-related school the president 
or dean will be able to advise you 
regarding the availability of such 
awards at your school. 

Thinking about utilizing scholar­
ship help to balance your college budg­
et is important, but only if used in 
correct perspective to one's vocational 
and academic aims. A scholarship is 
valuable only if it enables you to con­
tinue in the field which you have 
chosen for your life's work. Don't al­
low the possible receipt of a scholar­
ship to dictate the choice of your 
life's work. This is a too-important de­
cision to be made on such a basis. 

William Lowe Bryant, president­
emeritus of Indiana University and a 
great educator of the early twentieth 
century, once said, 

It is no light matter to make the 
choice. It is to elect your physical 
and social environment. It is to 
choose where you will work-in a 
scholar's cloister, on a farm, or in 
the cliffs of a city street. It is to 
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choose your comrades and rivals. 
It is to choose what you will at­
tend to, what you will try for, 
whom you will follow. In a word, 
it is to elect for life, for better or 
worse, some one part of the whole 
social heritage. These influences 
will not touch you lightly. They 
will compass you with subtle com­
pulsions. They will fashion your 
clothes and looks and carriage , the 
cunning of your hands, the tex­
ture of your speech and the temper 
of your will. And if you are wholly 
willing and wholly fit, they can 
work upon you this miracle: They 
can carry you swiftly in the course 
of your single life to levels of wis­
dom and skill in one sort, which 
it has cost the whole history of 
your guild to win .... 

It is well to keep these words in mind. 
A scholarship should also be ex­

amined as to its requirements. Many 
scholarships are for one year only or 
require an extremely high-grade aver­
age to maintain. Some scholarships 
seem to be high in value but amount 
to only fees and tuition. Scholarships 
sometime require that one spend sum­
mer vacation as employee of the 
donor. It is well to examine critically 
the specific requirements of the 
scholarship you are about to receive. 
Continue to look for the scholarship 
which will meet the needs of your 
financial and academic plans. 

Loans 

Scholarships are usually granted 
with no legal obligation to repay, 
though a moral obligation would al­
ways exist to at least make a repay­
ment in kind at some later date. 
Scholarship funds are, therefore, 
somewhat more limited in number. 
Where scholarship funds are not avail­
able, one should investigate possible 
sources of loans. 

The college student is to be con­
sidered as an excellent loan risk. Many 
loan funds have been established 
specifically for this purpose. Again it 
is important to be diligent in search 
of such funds. Sources are the same 
as those for scholarships. 

Loan funds should be used only in 
relation to a total financial plan. It 
would probably not be wise to plan 
to borrow to finance all of one's edu­
cational expenses. If your financial re-

12 

() 0 0 

, 

• 

sources are so limited that funds for 
all of the freshman year will need to 
be borrowed, you should seriously ex­
amine whether a full-time job and col­
lege at a later date might not be a 
better plan. Or perhaps attending col­
lege where part-time jobs are more 
plentiful and student wages are 
higher would be a better plan. 

It would be well to remember that 
loan agencies often require some time 
to process applications. Plan your bor­
rowing so that you will give the loan 
agency ample time to process your 
application. Many loan funds require 
letters of reference as well as legal 
cosigners to underwrite the loan. 
Generally only small sums may be 
borrowed on a short notice. The 
circumstances surrounding the use of 
loan funds are so diverse that the pros­
pective borrower should investigate 
thoroughly and before time when 
anticipating the need for a loan. 

Despite the fact that loan funds are 
generally more difficult to use than 
scholarship funds, many colleges and 
universities are urging that students 
turn to the use of loan funds. Most 
universities would prefer to lend 
funds to complete a semester of aca­
demic work rather than have a student 
withdraw for financial reasons. A few 

universities are beginning to under­
write the costs of attending on the 
installment basis of monthly payments 
with a set number of years beyond 
graduation to complete payments. If 
you anticipate the need for borrowed 
funds to complete an academic year 
or to supplement your available 
financial resources, you would be wise 
to consult a financial aids officer soon. 
Again, it would be well to contact 
your pastor regarding the possibility 
of securing "long-term-low-inter­
est " loans through church channels . 

Employment 

The other most common method of 
helping to finance one's own education 
is the summer job and/or part-time 
job . In some colleges more than 90 
per cent of the student body hold 
summer jobs. Today, there are few 
college-age students who have not 
held summer jobs at some time during 
their school days. 

A summer job should be chosen on 
two bases: ( 1) financial need, ( 2) 
vocational experience needs. If you 
need a summer job which will provide 
a significant amount of your antici­
pated expenses for a coming school 
year , the job must be chosen on the 
basis of income to be derived. Heavy 
industry or the construction industry 
often provides the best opportunities 
for this kind of job. A job which does 
not take you away from home will 
also help in saving money. 

Summer jobs can be valuable edu­
cational experiences. Choosing wisely 
may enable one to receive experience 
which will have important effects on 
choosing a life 's vocation. Incidental­
ly, the better summer jobs often go 
to the early shopper-Christmas is 
not too early to begin looking. Your 
local employment agency, school 
counselor , and library are excellent 
places to search for sources of sum­
mer jobs. 

If the summer job did not pay well 
or if you need additional financial 
support, a part-time job during the 
school year may help. The college 
freshman would be wise not to plan to 
hold a part-time job his freshman year 
if possible. There will be many new 
situations to which to adjust-these 
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oftentimes will require all your time. 
Assuming a part-time job is a ne­

cessity, plan to work not more than 20 
hours per week. If you work any more 
than this, you should probably plan 
to take fewer hours of academic work. 
Class schedule will be important in 
determining the hours you may work 
and subsequently the kind of job you 
will find. The type of town in which 
your college is located will also deter­
mine the availability of part-time 
work. 

Budgeting 

Now that you know something 
about financial aids which are avail­
able to you as a college student, it 
would be well to think about how 

you are going to spend the money 
available to you. Budget is the key to 
expending your money wisely. Col­
leges can give you estimates on costs. 
You should budget accordingly. It is 
particularly important that the fresh­
man take enough money at the begin­
ning of the school year to meet the 
initial outlay to cover fees, books, sup­
plies, and room and board for the first 
semester. It is unwise to plan on find­
ing a part-time job to pay any part 
of your expenses for the first two 
months. Don't be discouraged if you 
don't spend as others do. Remember 
you must spend to stay within the 
limits of your budget. College is but 
a part of life and as such you can 
exhaust your financial resources quick-

ly if you try to keep up with the 
"Educational Joneses." 

There are numerous booklets avail­
able to explain the simple mechanics 
of budgeting. Your campus bookstore 
is certain to have one. It might be ad­
visable to buy such a booklet along 
with a ledger for record keeping. The 
best method of controlling expendi­
ture of your money is to note spe­
cifically where and for what it is being 
spent. Such records expedite the con­
trol of your budget. 

In summary, it can be said that 
planning and budget are the keys to 
a successful college life. This is espe­
cially true as related to finances. Plan 
your financial program for attending 
college and budget within the limita­
tions of these plans. 

What Will College Do to Your Self-Confidence? 
( Continued from page 7) 

appropriate for a child but not for 
you now. 

Overcoming Feelings of Inferiority 

Having feelings of inferiority about 
yourself at least in certain situations, 
is pret~y common to everybody, 
whether during the first few weeks 
of college or in life generally. More 
people than you realize have feelings 
of inferiority, though they don't talk 
with you about them any more than 
you talk about yours to someone else! 
There's a lot to be said about how 
one betrays his feelings of inferiority 
and how one can help himself handle 
them ( see a booklet by the writer, 
Building Self Confidence, Stanford 
University Press) but two simple sug­
gestions could be given here. ( 1) Be 
as aware of your strengths as you are 
of your deficiencies. Most of us are 
more aware of our liabilities than our 
assets and yet by recognizing and 
being realistic about things which we 
have and can do, we are able to ac­
cept without defensiveness the things 
which we can't do so well. A young 
person often compares himself un­
favorably with somebody else, al­
ways picking out a person who is 
best in one particular category. 
Whereas he may be best in one char-

acteristic, you may be considerably 
better off than he is in another char­
acteristic. Count the things which 
you can do at least as well as the 
average person your age and your 
background, and you will find you 
have an amazing array of skills, 
knowledges, abilities, appreciations 
-things you can do. 

( 2) Most psychologists think it is 
a good idea to try to build on your 
sb:ong points and get some satisfac- . 
tion from them. Practice your suc­
cesses. Th.is may be a bit dangerous 
if you overdo it, because you can 
become a bore to other people, but 
you need some daily sense of success 
and achievement. This means that if 
you have had a lot of difficult things 
to do and you don't feel you have 
succeeded very well, you might build 
into that day a half-hour or an hour 
doing something which you know you 
can do well. You need to build in 
some sense of satisfaction and suc­
cess every day, along with the things 
you do poorly because you are learn­
ing something new. 

Failures? 

Remember that failure is a com­
mon experience for anyone who is 
learning something new. Practically 

nothing that is worth learning is ever 
learned without some false tries and 
some failures in the process. Failure 
is something you ought to expect and 
to anticipate a bit by saying "Now, 
what will I do if this doesn't suc­
ceed?" Success is actually having 
several alternatives ready so you are 
somewhat prepared within yourself 
for what to do next in case you don't 
succeed in this particular thing. For 
example, some people come to col­
lege unprepared for the possibility 
that college may not be the place for 
them . Keeping in mind what I have 
said about giving yourself enough 
time to see growth, keeping in mind 
also what has been said about count­
ing your strengths as well as your 
weaknesses, you may come to the con­
clusion that you are better off in some 
job or situation outside college . 
Learning this is not failure-it may be 
success. 

When Are You Right? 

There is a final hazard in coming 
to college, and this you ought to face 
quite squarely. You come to· college 
with a ready-built structure of values, 
being pretty sure you know what is 
right and what is wrong, and assum-

( Continued on page 32) 
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--------Note to 

-professors-

Is this 

true? 

Selecti\Te Reciting 
or 

How to Get Better Grades With Less Work 

Anonymous 

THE problem of selective reciting 
has two aspects, a positive one and 

a negative one. The positive aspect 
concerns how to get yourself called on 
for what you know; the negative as­
pect concerns how to avoid being 
called on for what you don't know. 
The former is more important, but the 
latter will be discussed first because it 
presents itself first to the majority of 
students. 

The size of the class determines in 
general how often you will be called 
on to recite but doesn't always tell 
you just when your turn will come, 
unless the prof has an obvious system 
of rotation such as going down the 
alphabetical list of students or going 
up one row of chairs and down an­
other, etc. In that case you can usual­
ly tell a day ahead of time when you 
will be called on and be prepared at 
that time, if at no other. In most 
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classes it is a hit-or-miss proposition 
in which the element of chance looms 
large unless you take the initiative 
and do some maneuvering. 

STUDY the professor a bit. Does he 
call on those students who seem to 
be prepared or does he ignore those 
who he thinks know it anyway and 
pick on those who would like to avoid 
reciting? Does he call on the front 
rows or the back rows? Vary your 
tactics in accordance with his habits. 
When you don't want to recite, sit in 
a neglected part of the classroom. If 
he calls on the dumbbells, look in­
telligent-even if it is a strain on you. 
If you see he is about to call on you 
at an inopportune moment, have a 
coughing or sneezing spell, fumble 
for your handkerchief, tie your shoe­
lace-or are you good at fainting? A 

sure-fire preventive is to start to re­
peat the question in a hoarse, barely 
audible whisper, hesitate, wince, put 
your hand to your throat, smile apolo­
getically, make another brave effort 
to force your voice, and it's a ninety­
nine-to-one shot that you will be 
sympathetically excused from reciting 
that day. But be prepared for next 
time. 

One of the best of all ways to es­
cape being called on for what you 
don't know is to recite what you do 
know early in the period. Then you 
have done your bit for the day and 
can rest in comparative security. 
While the class is assembling you can, 
in five minutes, learn something worth 
reciting . that day. Sit in the part of 
the classroom that is most frequently 
called on at the start of the period. 
When the prof asks a question that 
you want to answer, lean forward and 
look him intently in the eye. As he 
glances over the class, uncertain 
whom he will call on, his eye lights 
on you. Open your mouth to speak, 
as if you expected he was just about 
to call your name, and if he is at all 
suggestible he will do so. On the other 
hand, if he is the negativistic sort that 
tries to catch students napping, it is 
easy to trick him. When you want to 
recite, just shuffie your feet until he 
looks your way; then yawn, gaze out 
the window, or start to whisper to a 
neighbor. When he calls your name 
sharply, give the right answer in a 
nonchalant manner-as if you knew it 
so well you were a trifle bored with 
reciting it. This seldom fails to im­
press a tricky professor and it amuses 
the class as well. 

If you are unable to make a prof 
address a question to you, you can re­
cite what you know just as well by 
asking an intelligent question as by 
answering one. At the end of the 
period when he says "Any question?" 
pop him a hot one that will call for 
some discussion and then put in your 
two cents' worth on the discussion . 

IN oral recitation, consider what 
type of answer the professor shows 
preference for. You might think that 
a simple, concise statement of fact 
would be acceptable to any professor, 
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but you will find a few who are made 
curiosuly ill at ease by such a reply. 
If he looks vaguely unhappy, says 
"Er-can you elaborate on that?" or 
asks you the same question again in 
different terms, that means that he 
wants you to use more words. By all 
means give him what he wants. Re­
peat your answer backwards and for­
wards, in several different types of 
terminology, and give illustrations 
until you have talked several minutes. 
Watch his face and when you see a 
satisfied expression steal over it, stop 
talking at the end of the sentence. 

Now, what was the last thing that 
you said-the thing that satisfied him 
after other brands of discourse had 
failed? Thereafter you will have an 
idea of what kind of language to offer 
him. Imitate his style of talk, quanti­
tatively as well as qualitatively. Most 
professors will speak deprecatingly of 
students who repeat material ver­
batim, "like a parrot," but the fact re­
mains that there is no easier way and 
few surer ways to get a grade out of 
a course. 

And never say "I don't know." If 
you don't know, guess. On a Yes-or-No 
proposition, you have an even chance 
of guessing right. And on many ques­
tions it is possible to get away with 
an ambiguous answer, if you do it in 
an assured, confident manner that 
carries conviction. A noteworthy illus­
tration is furnished by a fifth-grade 
boy's answer to "Who won the Battle 
of Marathon?" "The Battle of Mara­
thon was a great battle," he declaimed. 
"There was two sides to it, the side 
that won and the side that lost. The 
side that won was victorious. The side 
that lost was defeated. It was a very 
close battle and sometimes it looked 
as if one side would win and some­
times the other. But finally the other 
side won." 

This is, of course, an exaggerated 
example. But ever since primitive 
man invented language, orators have 
been impressing people by saying 
nothing in a very impressive manner. 
Philosophers do the same thing on 
paper. The gift of gab is truly a 
golden blessing. In the past, teachers 
have sneered at students who say "I 
know it but I can't express it." But 

psychologists today recognize that this 
time-worn alibi is literally true of in­
dividuals who suffer from a specific 
language disability. At the other ex­
treme we find the glib but shallow 
talker of whom we might say, "He 
can express it gloriously, but he doesn't 
know what he is talking about." Im­
portant to remember is that the less 
sure you are of what you are saying, 
the more confidently you will have to 
say it. If your manner of speaking be­
trays uncertainty, the prof is almost 
sure to question you further and break 
down your bluff. 

On those occasions when he pro­
claims your answer unsatisfactory, 
register surprise, as if you were not in 
the habit of being wrong. And turn 
around in your seat to pay rapt atten­
tion to the student who gives the cor­
rect answer. This will convey the im­
pression that you are a conscientious 
student who just happened to get the 
wrong idea on that point and are con­
cerned over correcting your error. 

NEVER argue with a professor, 
especially in front of the class. Some 
students start arguments in class as a 
means of attracting attention, but the 
result is often worse than attracting 
no attention at all. A prof may talk 
about "stimulating the student to in­
dependent thinking," for such is the 
avowed ultimate goal of higher edu­
cation. But watch this same prof 
when a young upstart takes him at his 
word and openly challenges his state­
ment about something. Does he look 
genuinely pleased and compliment 
the student on capacity for independ­
ent thinking? He may do that. Yeah, 
he may be the one in a hundred who 
has not identified his theories with his 
personal dignity and can meet a chal­
lenge from an inferior without resort­
ing to the shield of his authority or 
the weapons of sarcasm. But in any 
case you have much to lose and little 
to gain ( except experience) by start­
ing arguments with him. 

In the first place you might con­
sider that he certainly should know 
more about the matter than you do, 
judging from his position and experi­
ence; and you can hardly hope to 
enhance your prestige by losing argu-

ments. Even if you win one occasional­
ly, you gain only the temporary satis­
faction of getting the profs goat and 
you incur serious risk of losing his 
good will. Remember he always has 
the last word-when he gives you 
your final grade in his course. "Does 
this mean," you may ask in dismay, 
"that I have to swallow everything 
a prof says, just because he says it 
from a lecture platform?" By no 
means, any more than you have to be­
lieve everything that is printed in 
textbooks. Only it is safer to keep your 
skepticism to yourself. After all, you 
are not really required to believe it. 
You are only required to learn it. 

If you watch both aspects of the 
selective reciting problem and pay 
good attention in class, you should be 
able to get through a lecture or class 
discussion course with very little 
homework during the semester. You 
can take your full quota of cuts in 
the middle of the course without miss­
ing much of importance. 

( "Selective Reciting," Part IV, The Psy­
chology of Getting Grades. Used by permis­
sion o Lucas Brothers, Publishers, Colum­
bia, Missouri, 75 cents) 

"A real pleasure to meet another individual." 
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On VD11reDllepe)1ap 

yEs, you chose your college because 
of its library, its scholarly profes­

sors, and its reputation for work in 
your field. ( Or did you choose it be­
cause of the football team, or the 
easy commuting home on week 
ends?) Well and good, but you will 
also be interested in some ordinary 
things-a bed, three meals a day, a 
congenial place to live. You are ex­
cited, and rightly so, at the prospect 
of new experiences, new people, new 
ideas. Yet you'll also want some base 
of the familiar, of at-homeness, along 
with the new and different. Your 
quest is for knowledge and under­
standing, and this is a continuing 
journey. But you will be on several 
journeys at once, questing for friends 
and a sense of belonging, for pur­
poses and ideals to which the new 
can be related and in terms of which 
it can become meaningful. 

The "map" for your college journey 
( for it's really all one quest) ought 
to show not only library and class­
rooms, bed and board, stadium and 
theater, but also some markers and 
guideposts for finding friends and dis­
covering purposes. You will make 
your own map; these paragraphs de­
scribe one guidepost you'll want to 
consider for your journey. 

This guidepost is your church and 

by Paul Deats 
Boston University 

its student group. What does it pro­
vide for the journey? 

First, an opportunity for friend­
ship, a "home away from home." Here 
you will find others who are just a 
bit homesick-and some who have 
learned to live with their homesick­
ness-friends you can come to know 
not just because of your mutual lone­
liness but because of your mutual in­
terest in religious values and your 
common experience in church life. 
Here you need no mask of ·worldly­
wiseness, for you can be yourself, shar­
ing doubts and longings as well as 
loneliness and hopes. 

Here you find not only specific per­
sons who become "friends," but you 
learn the ways of friendliness which 
will be resources as your journey leads 
on into new situations. 

And here you may find ( you'll be 
looking for this too) not just friends 
of your own sex, but persons with 
whom friendship can take on a ro­
mantic flavor. If common understand­
ings and loyalties provide a good base 
on which to build a family, what bet­
ter place to seek your beloved and 
begin your courtship than in a church­
student group. 
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LOOK at just one more dimension 
of your concern for friendship. Life 
is larger than the campus and its 
students, and the church provides a 
fellowship of families-of professors 
and {ownspeople, men, women , and 
children. This wider range of age and 
interest is again something familiar 
and homelike. Here are opportunities 

to try out new ideas On nonstudents ~ 
to spend some time in homes, to know 
faculty as persons and as fellow wor­
shipers. 

For this guidepost provides also the 
continuing and renewing experience 
of worship. Here is congregational 
worship, probably like church at 
home, just possibly offering better 
music and a sermon more relevant to 
your college experience. Here, too, are 
special opportunities to study wor­
ship with other students and join in 
experimental services, so that you may 
grow in your ability to pray and wor­
ship as you grow in capacity to read 
and analyze. 

As you read and analyze , you may 
become aware of one danger of col­
lege study-withdrawal from life 
problems, letting decisions wait until 

after college, ignoring present respon­
sibilities. Again your church-student 
group can enrich your classroom ex­
perience. 

YOUR participation is not just lis­
tening to lectures ( but on a different 
topic) but becoming involved in group 
activity, discussing group policy, de­
ciding programs of action, taking re­
sponsibility for jobs to be done. Here 
new insights about democracy can be 
tested and applied outside the class­
room. And here again growth has 
value beyond college days, for demo­
cratic procedures are essential for 
leadership in church and civic as well 
as political enterprises . 

Your lack of a sense of responsibility 
may be due in part to the fact that so 
many things seem to be done for you 
as a student. You may come to take 
this for granted and expect to be 
waited on. Or you may want to make 
some payments on account-using 
your comparative leisure ( wait 'til 
you leave college!) in service and ac­
tion projects in the community. Your 
church-student group may take up the 
study of "community" where your so­
ciology text leaves off and enlist you 

in a grain-for-India project, or a week­
end work party painting homes in 
slum areas, or in expressing your con­
cern on legislative problems. In such 
activities may well come not only 
clarification of ideas and purposes but 
also the challenge that crystallizes 
your vocational plans into a "call" to 
service. 

ALL these things you may ex­
pect in your church-student group­
opportunities for friendship, worship, 
group decisions and action, a familiar 
home base as you meet and test new 
ideas. And this is churchmanship for 
you as a student-growing in these 
areas within the fellowship of the 
church, relating your experience in 
college to your central religious ideas 
and purposes. These experiences are 
valuable and fun, so good, in fact, that 
two words of warning are added. 

1. Find your place, of course, in a 
church, probably the one in which you 
grew up. But use your college days to 
explore beyond this church and come 
to understand the ways of other reli­
gious groups, other Protestant beliefs 
and practices as well as those of Jews 
and Roman Catholics. Through your 
church-student group you can partici­
pate in a council of religious activities 
or some interfaith group, learn what 
religion means to your fellow students, 
participate in their services, plan co­
operative projects ( a World Univer­
sity Service Fund drive), and discover 
the thrill of working together with 
those you think of as different yet 
come to see within a larger community 
of belief. 

2. Don't let your "religious activi­
ties" take all your time . Church can 
be an escape from your central busi­
ness of studies or from relating your 
religious concerns to other areas of 
student life. You will want to work in 
student government, in professional 
clubs, in various "secular" projects 
( not too many, please), with your 
church-student group as a continuing 
resource of fellowship and inspiration. 

Enough advice! On with your map 
making, for this is really your purpose 
in college-charting your journey. 
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dating 
CAN BE ONE OF THE 

FINE ARTS 

FRESHMEN are generally dismayed 
to find that most courses in the 

curriculum are closed to them. What­
ever program they enroll in they have 
to take lower-level requirements such 
as English composition, social studies, 
natural science, "phys-ed," and one of 
the humanities. These are part of the 
general education which most col­
leges have decided every collegian 
should have as basic preparation for 
life. 

To the would-be scientist, engineer, 
professional, business executive, and 
career-minded such requirements seem 
tedious, but are reluctantly accepted 
as necessary as they look toward the 
time when they can take what they 
want. Among the few "electives" which 
the new student discovers is one of 
the fine arts. If it were not for this 
choice course, college might prove a 
dull place. Sixteen hours of class, daily 
assignments, reams of pages to read, 
papers to write, tests and quizzes, un­
comfortable chairs, crowded class­
rooms, long lectures, all of these can 
be endured if this one "elective" is 
open to them. 

Fortunately, except for a small per­
centage of the frosh, the course is 
theirs for the taking. College is a place 
"where gals who are buoyant can find 
boys who are gallant." The student 
body usually favors the girls since the 
average school enrolls 60 per cent men 
and 40 per cent women. For the first 
time there are plenty of boys from 
which the young lady who seeks high­
er education may pick. The upper­
classmen are particularly cooperative. 
Indeed they are so anxious they make 
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it tough for the new male students to 
get started. The lasses who dated in 
high school and come to college hav­
ing the prerequisites find last year's 
freshmen ready and waiting for them. 
Some sophomores have had to post­
pone taking the course because last 
year they found themselves turned 
down by their classmates who were 
"rushed" by the older men. These are 
joined by junior and senior majors in 
the "art" who cannot seem to get 
enough of the program. Some enthusi­
asts actually get there early and act 
as guides for orientation week. And as 
they lead the beauties from library to 
chapel to administration building to 
personnel office, they get in some pre­
class studying. Innocents abroad may 
mistake their chivalrous attention, not 
realizing a standard quote in the 
course they are being introduced to is 
"a good line is the shortest distance be­
tween two dates." 

By the end of the first month most 
of the girl frosh have spent hours in 
this class, know already whether they 
like it or not, and have passed or 
failed in its tests. Passing, they may 
devote so much time to it ( it meets in 
such nice places and has such pleasant 
hours) they may find they are behind 
in the other classes and complications 
may set in that will frustrate. Failing, 
they may rationalize that school is 
much more serious than they thought 
and settle down to meet the demands 
of their professors in the required 
classes. 

Meanwhile frosh men may have 

Anything to look beautiful. ... I 
wonder if it will be worth it? 

been left out and have to decide on 
several alternatives. Some of the new 
boys take advantage of the dearth of 
dates open to them and make good 
records in general education courses. 
Others, disappointed, make week-end 
returns to their home towns, if they 
are close enough, and miss out on 
much college has to offer. Too many 
of the rest find Saturday night ( and 
the other nights are not much better) 
with nothing to do and although they 
might study in their rooms or in the 
library, perish with loneliness. Out of 
such growing dissatisfaction come 
many escapes which may begin habits 
that can not only handicap their ad­
justment to college, but also perma­
nently impair their maturing to 
healthy adulthood. 

BELIEVING that dating is not ex­
tracurricular, this writer has made an 
extensive study during the past five 
years of the dating behavior of both 
high-school and college students. 
Numerous small investigations have 
been made of all kinds of secondary 
schools to discover the patterns of 
boy-girl relations on that level. Four 
years ago a major study was begun 
also of collegian behavior. In the fall 
of 1952 an extensive questionnaire 
was submitted to over seven hundred 
of the university students. 

We have directed our attention to 
high-school dating in order to see 
if there is any progressive pattern 
which was begun there and con­
tinued into college. Thirty statements 
of fact were derived from previous 
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surveys and we looked for an appro­
priate large group of representa­
tive people of high-school age to get 
their reactions to our conclusions. 
Early in June of 1954 a state conven­
tion of 4-H Club members checked 
the list, answering "yes" to those state­
ments which most nearly described 
the dating patterns in their schools and 
"no" to those which were different. 
Later in the month at a National Hi-Y 
and Tri-Hi-Y Congress at Miami Uni­
versity in Oxford, Ohio, young people 
from every state in the union fur-

All this for a girl . ... It does look 
pretty good . ... It had better be 
worth it! 

nished us with a chance to see if Ken­
tucky young people were different 
from other high-school people in the 
country, or, much more to the point, 
whether dating behavior is pretty 
much the same in secondary schools 
regardless of supposed differentials 
such as religion, urban-rural, large­
small, and type of school. 

"ffl: were not surprised when the 
checkers at the two conferences 
showed a remarkable similarity in their 
confirmation of most of our conclu­
sions about high-school dating. We 
have in this issue the ten items which 
are given most similar support by the 
high-school youth who have taken 
part in our studies. 

Among the fifteen- to eighteen-year­
olds in our society evidently: 

1. About 90 per cent of the girls 
and 75 per cent of the boys date 
at least occasionally. 

2. The average number of dates a 

week for the school year is more 
than one but less than two. 

3. Half of the teen-agers date only 
one person; the other half date 
several different persons; per­
sons who date frequently seem 
to make the best choices of mar­
riage, and also seem ( to the 
young people) to make the most 
successful marriages. 

4. Girls begin dating younger than 
boys and date boys ahead of 
them in school or who are al­
ready out of school. 

5. Dates are as likely to be double 
or group as single. 

6. Most parents require their 
young people to return home at 
a set time and this is most fre­
quently at 10 P.M. on Monday 
through Thursday nights. 

IT WAS! 

( There was wide difference 
noted on the hours to call it 
quits over the week end.) 

7. Most dating partners are picked 
just to have a good time, and 
are not seriously considered as 
possible future mates. 

8. The average person dates sev­
eral to many persons before he 
(she) finds the one he (she) 
marries. 

9. The average length for an ac­
quaintanceship before engage­
ment is one to two years. 

10. Kissing is rather common on 
the first few dates but more 
serious intimacies are consid­
erably rarer ( in terms of the 
number of young people who 
do such). 

A SIMILAR set of statements for 
college students who are generally 
from eighteen to twenty-three show 
not only some differences but also 
more serious intentions. It is our 
conclusion from studies that for col­
lege students probably: 

1. About 40 per cent of the men 
do not date on campus and 25 
per cent to 40 per cent of the 
women date very infrequently. 
Only a few insisted they pre­
ferred not to date. 

2. The average number of dates for 
those who date at college is 
more than two and closer to 
three times a week. 

3. Fraternity people date more 
than one person; many girls 
claim they date on the aver­
age three different boys per 
month; about half the girls are 
also going regularly or "steady." 

4. As indicated earlier, freshman 
girls date upper-class boys, but 
some of the upper-class girls 
find the competition so stiff 
they date younger fellows to 
get to go to the social affairs 
which are much more often on 
the college campus than in 
high school. 

5. More dates in college are single, 
but group dating is also popu­
lar. 

6. Girls must be in dormitories by 
10 P.M. but, ironically, the dou­
ble standard calls for almost 
complete freedom for fellows. 
( Upper-class girls get more 
liberties in this respect and 
probably stay out later because 
of former restrictions.) 

7. Naturally, dating is a pastime at 
college as well as at high school, 
and with many more social 
events, it is obvious that part­
ners are picked quite often for 
these occasions, BUT, a majority 
consider most dates as possible 
future mates. 

8. The average dating college per-
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son reports as many as ten differ­
ent partners during the four 
years; the minority, who date 
with less past experience in high 
school or early college, may still 
follow the old-fashioned view 
that one dates only when seri­

ous. 
9. The ideal for acquaintanceship 

is still around two years but 
there are many who think one 
year is enough, particularly 
when they are rationalizing 
themselves toward marriage. 

10. Kissing is done on fewer first 
dates; more than half insist 
that the third date is right for 
starting; but after that, pro­
gression toward more serious 
intimacy is rather rapid and 
there is considerable promis­
cuous "courting" for kicks. 

WHEN one puts these two pictures 
together in order to ascertain whether 
there is a pattern of progress, several 
conclusions can immediately be 
drawn. We offer these to the new 
college student for what they are 
worth, realizing much of the dating 
complex is irrational and emotional 
and persons will still want to learn for 
themselves. However, the thinking 
person, who is curious about the dat­
ing morality in the community to 
which he belongs, may profit from our 
discoveries, and many of the unfor­
tunate features which we described 
at the beginning may be avoided be­
cause of a better understanding of 
the prevailing code and actual prac­
tices. From observation, from study­
ing many persons and groups, and 
from professional knowledge it seems 
to us that a college person who de­
sires healthy conduct should recog­
nize: 

20 

1. There are many fine young men 
available for dating if only a 
way can be found to break the 
barriers. We may have to make 
some radical changes in rules 

and customs to bring lonely folk 
together. 

2. The college calendar and sched­
ule are such that dating is en­
couraged and can be more fre­
quent than in high-school days. 
It is the good student who 
knows how to apply himself in 
dating. Those who keep them­
selves abreast of requirements 
in all aspects of college life will 
spend the right amount of time 
in this one. 

3. Single dating in the freshman 
year with such a favorable at­
mosphere for romance may, and 
often does, bring the college 
career to a quick close or so com­
plicate any further aspirations 
for higher education as to result 
in much frustration. There is 
safety in numbers! 

4. Girls who come to college as 
veterans in dating, having had 
all the prerequisite experiences 
in high school, may mistake 
upper-class wolves as the best 
prospects. Many fine college ro­
mances have been established 
by those who dated members of 
their own class and slowly but 
surely changed from dating 
many to dating one by the time 
they were ready for marriage. 

5. The best mate selection in col­
lege seems to have been done 
by those who early became 
members of groups, attended 
many college functions in 
bunches, and actively engaged 
in as many college programs as 
they could. 

6. Unless the new frosh is especial­
ly liberated at home and already 
has developed the ability to dis­
cipline himself in the face of 
very pleasant temptations, the 
designated hour of parting 
with a date will be accepted 
and the four years of college 
will prove to be a happy but 
gradual development of a sen­
sible balance between studying 
facts and people. 

7. Dating is preparation for mar­
riage, but we are reminded of 
the much-worn adage that prac­
tice makes perfect only if it be 
perfect practice. This is • to 
say, by the time persons have 
reached college they have put 
high-school stuff behind them 
and realize they should be con­
cerned about friends with 
whom they pass time. So many 
emotional involvements which 
culminate in marriage are 
started by two young people 
who are not serious, who are 
just out for a good time, but 
fail to check, before it is too 
late to do so, on the marriage­
ability of each other. 

8. Playing the field is to be recom­
mended and works much more 
effectively with fewer embar­
rassing criticisms by onlookers 
than in the home-town high 
school. There are not as many 
prying busybodies who think 
one date means one is full of 
serious intentions. It is easier to 
go with several different people 
in college, and this is a solid 
way to discover that people are 
different. 

9. Depending on what the person 
has in mind for his future, when 
to get serious certainly varies, 
but it can be said here un­
equivocally that if a girl wants 
to graduate from college she 
should not be engaged until she 
is a senior nor married until 
she is through. 

10. So much can be and has been 
said about intimacies that we 
briefly quote from a past issue 
of motive-"Persons who 'court' 
are in for difficult times ahead. 
By making fun of what is meant 
to be serious, holding it lightly, 
going as far as permitted, they 
do not know how to treat real 
love, if they finally meet it, be­
cause they have spoiled their 
appreciation of good, healthy 
relations." 
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AN OPEN LETTER to parents 

at the beginning of the college year 

Dear Parents: 
Ever since your daughter came to 

live at your house, you have looked 
forward to the day when she should 
enter college. And now you may think 
that because you, or she, have decided 
upon an institution ( or, more likely in 
these days of congested enrollments, 
some institution has decided to 
squeeze her in); because you have 
steeled yourself to paying the bills; 
and outfitted her to compete with 
the Jones girl; that your part is done. 

Doubtless she thinks so, too. But 
is either of you a "free agent" in this 
ma ter? Even more certainly than she 
packs her nylon sweaters into her 
trunk; or drops her zipper notebook 
into the pool car; or streetcar or bus 
tokens into her purse ( depending upon 
whether she "goes away" or merely 
"goes" to college), she takes you right 
along ·with her. Your daughter will 
be homesick. If she is not, it may 
mean that you planned against it 

FROM A DEAN OF WOMEN 

when she was eight days old, instead 
of eighteen years, by not spoiling her. 
However, most girls have a little com­
fortable spoiling and hence most girls 
are homesick. You might even joke 
about it before she goes, but please 
don't be apprehensive and don't be 
too sympathetic. It will make it hard­
er for her. The more solicitous you 
are, the more it is impressed upon 
her that home is the sheltered place 
where people care about you, and 
that college is the place where every­
one is indifferent to you. Maybe this 
is what you wish her to think. But it is 
not true. One of the greatest tragedies 
in life is the child who never grows 
up, who never learns to leave the 
sheltering arms and become a woman. 
College will help her to do this, but 
if you encourage her to look back 
longingly instead of lovingly at her 
childhood as days of dependence and 
protection, instead of as days of 

growth and development, it will be 
harder. 

My first urgent plea is: Let your 
daughter grow up. 

Remember you cannot continue to 
make decisions or fight her battles 
for her. She will find many things 
not to her liking. If she learned early 
in life that "I'll tell my mother" 
brought intervention from home, she 
may continue to resort to this ex­
pedient. Perhaps she will not like her 
room; that is quite likely when she 
first comes, for dormitory rooms take 
unto themselves fascinations from 
memories rather than from interior 
decorations. Perhaps she will not like 
her roommate at first sight, and it is 
equally likely that she may not, for 
she, too, is probably weighing her 
roommate in the balance and finding 
her wanting. Perhaps she will not 
like the food, and it is quite likely 
that she will not like all of it, for 
menus will not be planned for her 
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but to furnish a balanced diet for a 
houseful. If she does not like all these 
things and many more, and if she 
writes all about it to you, please, for 
her sake, do not sit down and write 
all about it to the college authorities. 
Rather, if you could be brave enough 
to write back and say that you are 
not one bit surprised; that life is like 
that; and that you expect her as the 
daughter of her parents not to whine 
but to make it all contribute to her 
educational adventure and the enrich­
ment of her personality, you would be 
doing the Rock-of-Gibraltar act, and 
it really would make the early days at 
college easier for your daughter. 

My second plea is: Let your daugh­
ter grow up. 

"But," you are waiting to protest, 
"sometimes there are legitimate com­
plaints which will hamper her suc­
cess in college even more than my 
desire to keep her my little girl, such 
as being obliged to room with a girl 
who is equally devoted to smoking and 
to sleeping with closed windows; or 
being advised to take biology when 
she wants chemistry." 

Right! There are many legitimate 
complaints and every college wishes 
to untangle the causes if possible, and 
the college will, if it is given a fair 
opportunity. But the most expeditious 
way of accomplishing this is not for 
daughter to write home and for the 
parents to write back. Very often 
parents misunderstand the real com­
plaint, or daughter has changed her 
mind while letters were being ex­
changed, and the last estate of that 
daughter is worse than the first. The 
way to rectify a mistake is for daughter 
to go to the proper college authority, 
by appointment, and present the case. 
Any college authority who is worth 
his or her salt will give just as sym­
pathetic a hearing to a student as to 
her parents, and a much more intel­
ligent hearing because the informa­
tion received is not secondhand. 

My third plea is: Let your daughter 
grow up. And, parenthetically, it may 
"save face" for you, for there have 
been known cases where even parents 
were refused special favors. 

Do not encourage her to break stu­
dent government rules for your sake 
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with the assurance that you will make 
it right. Parental interference would 
not be tolerated in civil court; why 
should it be in student government, 
which is a preparation for adult gov­
ernment? 

Let your daughter grow up so that 
she accepts responsibility for her own 
acts. 

Do not tolerate any attempt to side­
step the regulations of the health serv­
ice of the institution. 

Expect her to grow up in her re­
spect for her own body and in shar­
ing responsibility for public health. 

In behalf of hundreds of girls who 
will this year meet with a certain type 
of social disappointment unique to 
college campuses, I would beg you 
not to give your daughter the impres­
sion that unless she makes a certain 
sorority or dates early and often ( and 
late!) she will not be carrying on the 
family tradition and might as well 
have stayed at home. If her friends' 
parents are gloating audibly and ir­
ritatingly over such conquests on the 
part of their daughters, it may be a 
smoke screen to conceal the lack of 
progress in other directions. 

If you have really abandoned your­
self to sending your daughter to col­
lege, let her grow up. 

As a freshman she will be subjected 
to a certain amount of teasing from 
the sophomores, as all young or un­
sophisticated beings are from those 
who so recently have been equally 
young and unsophisticated. It is a 
means the second-year people take 
of reassuring themselves concerning 
the authenticity of their own dubious 
maturity. This will be especially true 
if your daughter attends a relatively 
small college, or if she associates her­
self with a small group in a larger in­
stitution. Sometimes this teasing is 
directed toward her actions and some­
times toward her gullibility. In either 
case she may need your more seasoned 
balance to aid her in preserving her 
sense of humor, and her judicial sense. 

If she recounts to you perfectly 
shocking tales concerning the be­
havior or pronouncements of faculty 
or administration, you may help to 
keep her from becoming the laughing­
stock that her tormentors would good-

humoredly enjoy seeing her become, 
by urging her to believe only what 
she knows is true. She might be very 
much chagrined to discover that she 
has been treated to some stock stories 
that have befooled freshmen in col­
leges the country over for many col­
lege generations, merely by the glib 
expedient of substituting local names 
and situations. Insist upon her being 
grown up to the extent that she does 
not become an easy victim of prop­
aganda. 

My next plea is not to forget that 
there are only twenty-four hours in 
the day. What is spent in doing one 
thing cannot be employed again for 
another. If your daughter is living at 
home and commuting, do not feel hurt 
if she does not continue all the com­
munity and home activities in which 
she participated when she was in 
high school. If she must earn her way 
through college, remember that she 
cannot be studying while she is work­
ing, nor can she be sleeping or be­
coming a campus social light. 

Then there are your own youthful 
passions and aims which once were 
the breath of life to you and which 
you therefore want her to enjoy to 
the utmost. But do not expect her to 
"just love mathematics" or to make 
the Dramatics Club, or to major in 
teaching simply because you did. Ex­
pect her to grow up in that she de­
velops her own personality and culti­
vates her own intellectual enthusi­
asms--even as you did! 

And now comes the most ruthless 
of all requests. Do not expect more 
of your daughter than she is capable 
of doing. In spite of the Declaration 
of Independence, neither all men nor 
all women are created equal. Perhaps 
your daughter was valedictorian of 
her high-school graduating class; in 
college she will be competing with 
a host of other valedictorians, many 
of whom may have had better pre­
paratory training than she had. Per­
haps your daughter was not valedic­
torian; she will still be competing with 
many of these first-honor girls. 

Don't insist that she could get A's 
if she would only work, unless you 
know that she is not working. I have 
known many girls who were conscien-
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tiously doing their best ancl might 
have been proud of the C's and B's on 
their records because those grades 
represented real achievement on their 
part, to break down under parental 
dissatisfaction which insisted upon 
higher grades. And as for the girls 
who get D's and F's because their 
ability is not the kind that is required 
for college work, no one can describe 
the suffering they have undergone. 

Let your daughter grow up to the 
extent of recognizing her own abilities 
and limitations and making the most 
of them. 

And along with her acquisition of 
the realistic approach, be hospitable 
toward the possibility of her acquiring 
some idealisms. You did at her age. 
Don't you recall that it seemed en­
tirely credible that the purposes and 
enthusiasms of your generation should 
effect a noticeable change in the so­
cial order? Some of your generation 
still cling to those idealisms. It is to 
such as they in every generation that 
society is indebted for the few inches 
of progress that are made. But for 
many more, those dreams have faded 
out under the blaze of adult cynicism. 

Encourage her to progress from 
dreaming the dreams of youth to see­
ing the visions which proclaim health­
ful and hopeful, rather than frus­
trated, maturity; for the world has 
need for such women. 

And finally, expect that she will 
learn something. Yes, just like that. 
You are sending her to college be­
cause you wish her to have her horizon 
stretched even beyond yours. You 
want her to be educated. Do not be 
too skeptical or scornful of that which 
she learns. Even if she should learn 
that the way in which she has been 
holding her fork is wrong; even if she 
should learn that your own favorite 
poet ranks higher in morals than in 
poetic ability; even if she should learn 
that the earth is spherical instead of 
square, do not be resentful or too in­
credulous. You are paying tuition for 
her to learn something from people 
who have spent lifetimes in pursuing 
truth in their fields. If it does not con­
flict with truth, why should you fear 
that she might learn a little more of 
that which we all "know in part" only? 

Administrative officers, too, are en­
deavoring to loosen the bonds with 

which they sometimes hold her too 
securely. We both know that there 
are times when she is quite unwill­
ing to grow up, but is content to re­
turn to being the little girl who must 
be sheltered and prodded. But if col­
lege is to mean to her all that we both 
hope for, she must emerge from it 
not as a child but a woman who is 
unafraid to face life and eager to make 
her contribution. 

Many of you do just those things 
which I have been pleading with you 
to do. It is because you do, that so 
many college women have the poise 
and graciousness of living which we 
all admire in womanhood and which 
we covet for our own daughters. And 
it is these daughters and their example 
who do more for the other daughters 
than any precept or injunction which 
we as college authorities may set 
down. For this we thank you; and 
your daughters will thank you with 
increasing appreciation in the years 
to come, for your great gift to them of 
understanding and the right to do­
velop individual maturity. 

Yours in sincerity, 
A Dean of Women 
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FRATERNITY? To join? Not to join? What to join? ... On most campuses a student is 
sooner or later faced with a decision at the point of joining a social group 
affiliated with the campus or establishing an independent status. 

INDEPENDENT? 
motive decided on a new wrinkle for its Orientation issue. An enthusiastic 
and loyal fraternity man, Tom Sargent of DePauw University, has written on 
the advantages of being Independent. On the other side, Dorothy Whipple, 
who in her four years at the University of Connecticut chose to be Inde­
pendent, has listed the real advantages that would have been hers had she 
decided on a different status. Then we turned to the Dean of Students at the 
University of Illinois, Fred H. Turner. He evaluates the two discussions from 
the point of view of an administrator who has long had to deal with this 
problem in helping students at the university. 

Tom Sargent 
A DePauw University 
Fraternity Man 

EACH fall thousands of college 
freshmen are faced with a de­

cision: whether to join a fraternity or 
remain independent during their four 
years of college experience. They 
must weigh the advantages of each 
against the disadvantages of each and 
must come up with an individual an­
swer. 

It is to the persons who must make 
this decision this year that I am writ­
ing these few paragraphs. Others may 
listen in, if they wish. But it is to 
the college freshman, faced with the 
decision of whether or not to pledge 
that I am writing. 

ing initiated into a Greek-letter or­
ganization and accepted the pride of 
attempting to be self-sufficient during 
his four years of college. Whether the 
nonorganized person is right and the 
fraternity man is wrong is not for any­
one to say, let alone a partisan from 
either camp. 

While there is much to be said for 
the fraternity and all it stands for, 
there are strong arguments for the 
independent too-and all that he 
stands for. Some of these we want to 
touch upon briefly. 

Some surface advantages come to 
mind immediately. 

One advantage appears when you 
recall that the independent doesn't 
have to go through the pledge train­
ing that a fraternity man is subjected 
to. The independent need not do 
housework, run errands, be humble to 
upperclassmen, or go through the 

regulations and can devote more time 
to studies and academic pursuits. I 
think, however, this would be true 
only in a university residence hall 
where the freshman is liable for some 
counseling and guidance, because 
freshmen living in town on their own 
have a notorious reputation for poor 
work and poorer attitude. And while 
there can be, and often is, too much 
head-patting and nose-blowing of 
freshmen, even the most mature of 
the "rhines" need guidance and help 
once in a while. 

A third advantage, and perhaps one 
not so surface, is the chance for the 
independent, if he so desires, to re­
fuse to conform to the mores of the 
group and do things the way he wants 
to do them-all within reason of 
course. We all have seen, and prob­
ably observed to others, that certain 
groups wear ties all alike, or part 
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The word "independent" must con­
note many things to many persons. To 
political scientists it conveys ideas of 
sovereignty; to journalists, it might in­
dicate a newspaper unhampered by 
political ties; to the housewife, it 
might mean the corner grocer. 

But on a college campus "independ­
ent" conveys an entirely different 
meaning from any other life situation. 
Being an independent in college-so 
it would appear to those of us who 
view the college scene from the con­
fines of a fraternity house-is both a 
manner of college living and a type of 
individual who has rejected the pride 
of accomplishment of joining and be-
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"fun" sessions held for the fraternity 
pledge at periodic intervals. Whether 
pledge training is good or bad is a 
debate certainly beyond the scope of 
this article, but it is obvious that in 
some minds, the independent's ability 
to avoid some of the unpleasant 
aspects of pledge training might be 
an advantage, albeit a relatively minor 
one, to being unorganized. 

In connection with pledge-training, 
there are also those who believe­
and perhaps rightly so-it is easier to 
adjust to the new college environment 
and stepped-up academic pace out of 
a fraternity than in one. The fresh­
men will be unhampered by rules and 

their hair in the same way, talk alike, 
act alike, or date girls in the same 
sorority. It's not unusual. That is 
group conformity at its most obvious 
and perhaps its most obnoxious . The 
independent may be spared such con­
formance, and perhaps he may be 
spared the embarrassment of hearing 
a close friend with whom he is living 
hint that it would be best for him not 
to date that girl anymore because she 
is not in a sorority and the brothers 
don't like it. 

Finally, on some campuses, espe­
cially the larger universities, there are 
appreciable differences in costs be­
tween fraternities and university halls 
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of residence, or rooms in town. These 
differences are usually in favor of 
the independent type of living. 

As I have indicated earlier, the 
reasons listed above are ones which 
I believe are not usually determina­
tive. They are not unimportant, but 
neither are they all-important. And 
then, too, what may be important to 
one person may not bear at all on 
another's problem. 

There are a couple of other points 
which seem to be, to me at any rate, 
more important and more vital than 
those we have discussed thus far. 

One, which I suggested earlier but 
only in passing, is the pride you might 
feel in "going it alone" through your 
four-year college course. Don't mis­
understand. No one ever completely 
goes through much of his life all alone, 
certainly not through four such ac­
tive years as a college career entails. 
Yet "alone" in this sense means being 
independent of the assistance and 
guidance of any organization or group. 
Almost everyone comes to depend on 
the friendship of certain individuals 
who mean much to us. Yet that is not 
the same thing as having an entire 
organization at your back to help you, 
gi'iide you, show you the way during 
your college career. There must be 
no little pride in the feeling that you 
have done it pretty much on your 
own; that there have been no attempts 
to coerce you into making decent 

remain aloof from the organizational 
activities of a fraternity and concen­
trate more heavily and perhaps to 
greater profit on what most persons 
consider to be the real meat of a col­
lege career-an academic education. 

I am not talking now about the 
freshmen activities or the academic 
work done during the first year or two 
of college, although those things are 
important. But rather the release from 
the burdens of time which group ac­
tivities impose on a person, prevent­
ing him from studying, seriously and 
thoughtfully, during the last years of 
college. That is important. The most 
opportune time for real scholarship 
and study is in college; if that is 

Dorothy Whipple 
University of Connecticut 
Independent now a 
Graduate Student 
Vanderbilt University 

A HUGE proportion of freshmen 
must struggle with the question: 

"Should I join a fraternity?" Perhaps 
you are a part of this struggle. 

The question is an important one 
because the decision you make will 
influence the opportunities that will 
be open to you; the experiences that 
will be yours; and the contribution 
you will be able to make on your 

wasted it can seldom be retrieved, 
and much is thereby lost. 

We have discussed, rather briefly, 
some of the advantages of being an 
independent-as seen from the · eyes 
of a fraternity man. Because of my 
lack of contact with the independent 
viewpoint, I have had merely to skim 
the surface of the meaning of college 
independence. 

But one thing is sure at this point: 
there is no right or wrong way of 
living at college. Both organized and 
independent ways of living have ad­
vantages and disadvantages. It is up 
to you, the freshman, to weigh each 
and make up your own mind. 

Your answer may be different de­
pending upon your campus situation, 
the goals you hope to attain and the 
person you hope to become during 
these four years. The fraternity or 
sorority can off er much to certain 
kinds of people under certain circum­
stances. 

For instance, the college freshman 
is naturally concerned about the house 
he will live in and the food he will 
eat during his four-year stay on 
campus. Some colleges provide equal 
housing and dining facilities for 
Greek and Independent students. 
Other colleges do not. Compare care-
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grades; that when you ran for some 
campus office there was no organiza­
tion behind you to conduct the cam­
paign for you; or that when you dated 
there were no brothers to call up 
their girl friends to fix you up with 
dates. You have developed a feeling 
of self-sufficiency; and for that you 
should be proud. You have made col­
lege a more personal experience . 

And finally there is a facet of being 
independent which some might place 
in the category which I have labeled 
the less-important reasons, but that 
seems to me to be important: that 
is the ability on the part of the in­
dependent-should he so desire--to 

campus. Your decision at this point 
will also greatly determine the kind 
of person you will be at the comple­
tion of "four years of college"; the 
person that will be you as you step 
from the often sheltered life of the 
college campus into the confusion and 
challenge of the world that is ours 
today. 

Early in my college experience I 
faced the question you are asking now. 
After careful consideration of the 
Greek-Independent situation on my 
campus and a careful examination of 
my purposes and goals in college and 
in life, I decided to remain independ­
ent. This was the answer for me. 

fully the cost of Greek and Independ­
ent living on your campus. You may 
be surprised to find that there is very 
little difference between the two. If 
there is a noticeable difference in 
cost, compare the advantages and dis­
advantages to you personally of 
these two types of living before mak­
ing your final decision. 

The fraternity on many campuses 
is a small living unit, and in all cases 
it is a small social community within 
the larger campus setting. If you have 
been a member of a close family group 
or have come to college from a small 
high-school background, you may un­
derstandably feel a bit lost in a large 
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impersonal college community. Here 
within the fraternity, you may find a 
personal acceptance. Here, you may 
begin to form deep, continuing friend­
ships that are often difficult to achieve 
in the larger, ever-changing _dormi­
tory. Here too, there can be endless 
opportunities for a deep sharing of 
problems and an exciting exchange of 
ideas based upon the fellowship that 
can come from close fraternity living. 

Some students enter college con­
scious of a great need for social 
growth. They feel utterly silly at cos­
tume parties; awkward at formal 

America more often than not interpret 
the word "education" in its broadest 
sense to include not only academic 
work but also the whole realm of 
extracurricular activity that is so 
evident on the American campus. 
Thus, the student often brings certain 
skills or certain potential skills along 
to college, hoping to find the time and 
opportunity to develop them as an im­
portant part of his "education." If 
your campus is one where a Greek pin 
is essential before you can hope to 
be allowed to participate in or con­
tribute to any field of college ac-
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"Certain groups wear ties all alike, or part their hair in the same way, talk alike, act alike, or date 
girls in the same sorority." 

dances; and never can figure out what 
to do with the tea cup the few times 
they have ventured a "tea." If after 

tivity other than strict study, you 
might do well to recognize this fact 
and consider the implications it holds 

"Should I join a fraternity?" though 
it comes early in your college ex­
perience, demands clear thinking and 
mature decision on your part. Be fair 
and objective in your thinking. Know 
your campus. Know yourself. Then 
make the decision that is best for you; 
the decision that will best prepare you 
to stand upright and firm amidst the 
confusion and challenge of the world 
that will soon be yours. 

Fred H. Turner 
Dean of Students 
University of Illinois 

M ISS Whipple and Mr. Sargent 
have presented the values and 

the objections to fraternity member­
ship and independent student living 
in a fair and objective manner, and 
have included all the common argu­
ments for and against each way of 
student life. I would add to their 
statement certain generalizations and 
some specific suggestions. 

The choice of fraternity or inde­
pendent living does not have to be 
made necessarily at the outset. A good 
many institutions defer pledging until 
the second semester, or even the sec­
ond year, hoping to give their students 
more time to reach a decision as to 
how they will continue. A good many 
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making an honest evaluation of your­
self you have decided that a bit more 
social "polish" is a must on your list 
of goals to be achieved during col­
lege, don't overlook the contribution 
the fraternity can make in this area. 
There you will have ample opportu­
nity not only to participate in num­
erous social situations including 
formal teas, informal coffees or des­
serts, dances, and parties based on 
every theme imaginable; but you will 
also be called upon to plan and or­
ganize these events. 

The American college student is in 
college to "get an education," as are 
students around the world. But we in 
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for you before deciding against fra­
ternity life. 

It may be that on your campus the 
student government is largely in the 
hands of the Greeks. If it is your de­
sire to hold office, you should join up. 
You can decide to sit on the sidelines 
and criticize, but if you want to make 
responsible decisions, they are prob­
ably best made from the inside where 
policies are actually formed. The 
parallel might be made with political 
life in some southern states. You can 
be a Republican if you wish, but if 
you hold office you must be a Demo­
crat. 

The particular question at hand; 

fraternities choose to hold places for 
new members, after they have proved 
themselves scholastically and in stu­
dent activities. Every year, many stu­
dents, who thought at the outset that 
they would remain independent, de­
cide after learning more about Greek­
letter organizations, that they desire 
to become members. Fraternities and 
sororities always pledge sophomores, 
juniors, and in a few cases, seniors. 

While it was true for many years 
that it cost more to be in a fraternity 
or sorority than to remain independ­
ent, it is true today that the cost of 
living in a first-class rooming house, 
in a university residence hall, or in a 
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fraternity or sorority, is approximately 
the same. The cost margin is so nar­
row that it need not be a factor unless 
the student must operate on a rock­
bottom cost budget. 

The desirability of joining a frater­
nity or sorority or remaining inde­
pendent varies a great deal with the 
student bodies of institutions. There 
are institutions where almost all stu­
dents are "organized." There are 
others where the Greeks and Inde­
pendents are in about the same num­
bers. There are still others, where the 
fraternity and sorority members are 
definitely a minority group. 

With these variations can come 
great variations in the importance 
which individuals and the entire stu­
dent group place on Greek-letter 
membership. And there is much varia­
tion based on the proportion of "or­
ganized" to "independent" students. 
On a campus where fraternity mem­
bers are a distinct minority, member­
ship can be second rate in importance; 
on another campus, with the members 
a distinct minority, membership can 
become a matter of great campus im­
portance. It depends on the institu­
tion, its traditions, and a good many 
other factors. 

The attitude of the institution itself 
on the question can temper to a great 
extent the attitude of the student 
body. If the institution merely toler-

The extensive building of new 
dormitories and halls of residence on 
college and university campuses is 
tending to create a new type of 

the individual. It is their members 
who do that. Remaining independent 
will not do the fob either. It is up to 
the independent student to make of 
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campus aristocracy" for there are 
campuses today where the residents 
of certain dormitories tend to feel 
their situation superior to either 
Greek-letter or independent living. 

Actually, when one has worked 
with students for many years, it is 

his Zif e what he will. He is on his own. 
Here are a few reasons for joining 

fraternities and sororities: 
1. To become a member of a close­

ly knit group of people, who are likely 
to be good friends for the rest of their 
lives, and to assist and share in their 
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ates Greek-letter organizations, they 
may struggle along and membership 
may be of questionable value; if the 
institution feels that there is a place 
for such organizations, and assists 
them to become a part of the whole 
educational program, then fraternities 
and sororities can become a very defi­
nite part of the program, and add 
values for individuals, for the institu­
tions, and for independent students, 
too, for these institutions not only at­
tempt to include their organized 
Greek houses in their programs, they 
also attempt to give equal attention 
to their organized independent af­
fairs. 

difficult to draw generalizations. For 
every case of advantage or disad­
vantage cited by Miss Whipple or 
Mr. Sargent, any experienced college 
administrator could cite cases which 
would show the exact opposite, which 
would not prove the opposite, but 
could cast doubt upon it. 

If stud ents will rememb er that fra­
ternities and sororities provide a life 
for their members which is fust ex­
actly what the memb ers make that 
life, and that th e indep end ent student 
provides for himself exactly the life 
that he will have, much misinf o-rma­
tion coitld be avoided. Fraternities 
and sororities cannot do the fob for 

experiment in cooperative living. 
2. To become a member and a par­

ticipant in the affairs of a national 
movement which extends beyond the 
chapter, campus, or individual or­
ganization. 

3. To secure the benefits of a well­
organized social group , and to re­
ceive the benefits of this group, but 
to be prepared to give the group more 
than he secures from it. 

4. To add to the college ideals and 
objectives, the ideals and objecti ves 
derived from the fraternity 's ritual. 

Here are some reasons for remaining 
as an independent: 

(Continued on page 32) 
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How to Be Very, Very Popular 
(All figures are given in percentages) 

1. With the Upperclassmen: 
a. Make sure that everybody knows all about your fine high-

school record . 

b. Be yourself . (Don' t act like something you aren't .) 

c. Naivete is the badge of the freshman. Cultivate it. (If you 
don't know what naivete means, go back to high school.) (2.8)1 

d. Stick up for what you believe. 
1. Long and loudly, and in spite of the evidence. (3.5) 

2. Firmly, but trying to avoid the embarrassing situation. (1.4) 

e. Blow your own horn. (If you don't nobody else will.) (.7) 

f. Pay your debts . (2.8 

2. With the Women:* 
a. Clothes make the man. Spend every penny possible on your 

wardrobe. 

b. Be sure to impress your date with the extent of your conquests . 

C. Be a good conversationalist: Talk intelligently about things 
other than athletics and your home town. 

d. Be a joker. Take nothing seriously. 

e. Neither disparage nor shout about your religion. Be proud of it. 

f. Don't talk . Let the women demonstrate their great talent-
the art of speaking. (1.7) 

3. With the Men: 
a . Be a female intellectual. (1.8) 

b. Be very careful with make-up and dress . 

c. Leave plenty of lipstick stains on napkins, cups, glasses, etc. 
(1.8) 

d. Go to church on Sunday. 

e. Play the field . Don't let one boy get a hold on you. (1.9) 

f. Laugh at everything he says even if the joke isn't funny. 

1 Per cent not answered. 
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Always 
a Good 

Idea 

85.4 

3.5 

2.8 

50.7 

4.2 

94.4 

3.4 

93.1 

89.7 

1.8 

80.0 

80.0 

3.6 

1.8 

r 

All Right 
Most of 

the Time 

1.4 

12.5 

5.5 

4.9 

34.0 

6.2 

2.8 

3.5 

5.2 

3.4 

13.8 

10.3 

1.7 

12.7 

20.0 

16.4 

29.1 

12.7 

All Right 
Sometimes 

36.8 

2.1 

42.4 

30.6 

9.7 

38.9 

31.0 

12.0 

3.5 

62.1 

70.7 

69.1 

1.8 

3.6 

61.6 

60.0 

Never 
Do 

61.8 

45.8 

58.3 

4.2 

50.0 

62.1 

82.8 

24.1 

25.9 

14.6 

96.4 

3.6 

25.5 
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A symposium and poll 
by motive's Campus Editorial Board 

Comments 

1. WITH THE UPPERCLASS­
MEN: 

Make sure that everybody knows all 
about your fine high-school record. 
The qualities that helped you get that 
record will be the foundation for your 
new slate at the university-and how 
interested are you in other people's 
high-school records-not very! 

Don't act like something you aren't 
-but see that you are the kind of 
person others would enjoy. It takes 
sincere warmth and friendliness to be 
really popular, not just a group of 
acquired or cultivated characteristics. 
Obviously if you're not being you, 
"you" can't be popular. 

Naivete is the badge of the fresh­
man. Cultivate it . (If you don't know 
what naivete means, go back to high 
school.) One remarked, "Going back 
to high school." Don't behave as 
though your cranial cavity is filled with 
feathers, but a purposeful naivete is 
useful in certain situations. 

Have an open mind but be sure it 
is closed enough to hold a worthy con­
viction or idea if one comes by . Stick 
up for what you believe, but when 
the proper evidence is produced 
which will change your mind , do not 
be afraid to admit it. A void the em­
barrassing situation to the extent that 
you do not seek it out, but don't 
sacrifice principles in the process of 
avoidance. 

Blow your own horn. If you don't 
nobody else will; and if you do, no one 
else will! Do it softly and seldom. Be 
neither pedantic nor arrogant; be con­
fident but not cocky . If you must 
"blow it," do so in actions showing 
what you really can do. 

Pay your debts. Don't have any. 
Offer your own services to upper­

classmen, i.e., with typing, commit­
tees , drama rehearsing, or anything 
which may allow you to use your 
talents, develop them, and have them 
recognized. 

2. WITH THE WOMEN: 

Be neat and clean; a gentleman is 
a gentleman even if he is wearing 
patched blue jeans. One neat pair of 
trousers would make a far better im­
pression than six new pairs of dun­
garees. Cleanliness and neatness first! 
Don't be a slave to fads-a fellow 
who's neatly ( not necessarily expen­
sively) dressed and who carries him­
self well rates much higher than any 
''cat." 

Athletics and home towns may pass 
for conversation for fifteen minutes, 
but after that has been covered other 
items of conversation are expedient. 
Don't be afraid to talk about books 
and music you like. Your ambitions, 
your philosophy are important. Fel­
lows who can set realistic goals and 
work toward them rate high. 

Joking is all right at times. It would 
be very boring to have no jokes, but 
it would also be boring to have all 
jokes. A sense of humor is one of many 
ways of making a date enjoyable. 

Be dignified and sincere in religion. 
The most convincing argument for 
your religion is how you reveal its 
presence in your words and deeds. 

Dating and marriage is a partner­
ship affair and both people should 
have an equal voice. The fellow 
should not monopolize the conversa­
tion on dates, but his role is to enter­
tain his date so I believe that it should 

be more or less a half and half propo­
sition. 

Be subversive; it makes life interest­
ing for those around you. 

Be an individualist without being a 
rabid radical. 

Never try to reform your friends. 
Think how dull a world if they were 
all as perfect as you. 

3. WITH THE MEN: 
Women are as smart as men, but 

men don't know it. It is to your ad­
vantage to foster the illusion. But 
don't be a "dumb Dora" either. Men 
like brains but they would rather see 
them in your actions than hear them. 

Play the field. Don't let one boy 
get a hold on you. This depends on the 
circumstances and the individual. 
Don't kid yourself. Be sincere but not 
soft , firm but not cold. 

Laughter is the most effective com­
munication. Use it kindly. It can lift 
a broken soul or kill a hopeful heart. 

There is no key that opens the door 
to popularity; you cannot be popular 
by "being yourself' if "yourself" is a 
dull, boring person. Therefore, you 
must evaluate to the best of your 
ability, your personality, find your 
weak points and your strong points­
know yourself! Then you can proceed 
to becoming the person you want to 
be. When you have succeeded you 
will be "popular" with yourself and 
"yourself" will be popular. 

29 



COLLEGE students! How do you 
like your athletics-well done, 

medium well or rare? Do you want 
them really honest, "medium honest" 
or sensationally successful without too 
much regard for rules and regulations? 

No doubt most college students 
agree that high-school, college and 
professional athletics all have a defi­
nite place in our way of life. College 
athletics are an important part of col­
legiate life, therefore they must be in 
harmony with the objectives of the 
college. Athletics provide one of the 
greatest teaching mediums for the 
well-known character values, hence 
the importance of the honest policy in 
athletics. 

It seems that in recent years college 
sports have become increasingly popu­
lar. This popularity has caused many 
pressures such as emotional alumni 
support, illegal proselyting, misplaced 
values, shady practices, overemphasis 
and gambling. Overemphasized pro­
grams will contain most of the above 
evils which should play no part in the 
training of young men. Dishonest prac­
tices sooner or later lead to h·ouble for 
the athlete, the coach and the school. 

The National Collegiate Athletic 
Association and several college con­
ferences are constantly trying to 
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by Everett S. Dean 
former Baseball Coach 

Stanford University 

correct these problems. College presi­
dents, more than ever before, are as­
suming responsibility for the proper 
administration of the athletic program. 
The line of authority runs from the 
players to the coaches, to the director, 
to the president. The players and 
coaches should hav:e adequate leader­
ship from the director and the presi­
dent in these matters. Some college 
presidents have corrected violations of 
the Code and dishonest practices in 
their athletic department. 

I hope that most college students 
will agree that a well-conducted ath­
letic program can do much to develop 
fine attitudes and ideals in a practical 
way. Some objectives of a good ath­
letic program are listed here for ex­
amination by students. 

1. The development of healthy and 
happy students 

2. Good citizenship 
3. A sound mind and a sound body 
4. Sportsmanship-or the Golden 

Rule; how to win humbly and 
to lose graciously 

5. Loyalty to self and to others 
6. Dependability 
7. Honesty 
8. Tolerance 
9. Respect for authority 

10. Initiative and resourcefulness 
11. Courage 
12. Leadership 
13. Mental training 
14. Development of useful skills 
15. Social, personality, moral, men­

tal and emotional development 
16. Team play-how to work and 

play with others 
17. That with every right goes a re­

sponsibility 
18. To develop a sound, wholesome 

philosophy of fine attitudes and 
ideals which are like "words to 
live by." 

I firmly believe that the points set 
forth above can be taught in a practical 
way in a proper program. The realiza­
tion of these objectives goes a long 
way in the development of the com­
plete all-round individual. Physical, 
mental, moral and spiritual develop­
ment is the over-all goal. Without 
question, we have a right to expect 
these things from our athletic pro­
grams. 

In evaluating the program at your 
school, do you find more assets than 
liabilities? I feel the above objectives 
should produce a "really honest" and 
"well-done" program. 
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STUDENTS FROM FARAWAY PLACES 
by Arthur and Allison Hopkinson, Syracuse University 

A student with sepia skin and shiny 
black hair walked into a drug­

store in a campus town. Her Indian 
dress accentuated her natural beauty 
and doll-like appearance. 

As she went about collecting a few 
things, she realized she was being 
followed and closely scrutinized by 
a little girl who was accompanied by 
her mother. Finally, the stranger went 
up to the clerk and, in a crisp, British 
accent, said, ''I'll take these, please," 
whereupon the child turned to her 
mother and excitedly exclaimed, 
"Mummy, it talks!" (A wolf wearing 
a frosh lid might have stated the same 
idea in a now slightly worn campus 
expression, 'What a doll!") 

It is not too uncommon to find 
among adults the same kind of think­
ing that this child exhibited. There is 
a nai:Vete and a lack of knowledge 
about different-looking and different­
speaJ<ing people which is based 
chiefly on lack of association with 
them. 

Someday, you have always told 
yourself, you want to explore the 
world beyond these horizons; but in 
the meantime don't overlook that part 
of the world which has come to you. 
All you have to do is "Carpe diem," 
as the old Roman, Horace, was fond 
of saying, which translated into your 
best English means, "Seize the oppor­
tunity!" At the end of four years 
your little black book of names and 
addresses will read like the registry at 
the UN. And, as a result of such 
friendships you can become almost 
as well informed a world citizen as 
if you had taken a World Govern­
ment course. 

MOST exchange students are here 
for graduate work. They hold impor­
tant positions in the church, education 
and government in their own coun­
tries. In all cases, they are "the elect," 
that is, the most promising, those 
who have the keenest minds, who 

are destined for the top places of 
influence in the world of tomorrow. 

Of a Japanese group who studied 
on our campus in recent years, three 
have returned to serve in their Em­
bassy in Washington. These people 
come from countries which, in some 
instances, are taking their first steps 
in democracy and are eager to learn 
from America. Those from non-Chris­
tian countries have heard there is a 
connection between the American 
brand of democracy and Christianity; 
some have even joined a Bible-study 
group to learn the source of both. 

You will become sensitized to the 
needs and problems of the world as 
you begin to see it through the eyes 
of an Asiatic or African-a world in 
ferment for which Christianity is 
largely responsible. 

You would like to know how to 
go about making friends of these 
guests in our country. Don't look 
upon them as "foreigners." In speak­
ing of them, better use the world "in­
ternational." 

The place to start in gaining their 
friendship is with your Christian fel­
lowship. Invite those who are Chris­
tians to become a part of your group 
and in little ways create the conditions 
that will produce in them a feeling 
of at-homeness. Since they are not 
"activists" as we Americans, they 
won't want to become "big wheels" 
in your organization; but they will 
desire to share in prayer and Bible 
groups since this is the primary em­
phasis in their Christian fellowships 
back home. Often they have con­
sented to lead such a group; but as 
leaders or participants they have 
heightened the spiritual tone of the 
members and have been a benedic­
tion to the total group. This area of 
the devotional life is the one in which 
they can be especially helpful. 

Even those who aren't Christians 
would appreciate being invited to at­
tend your services, particularly your 
special religious festivals, such as 

Easter and Christmas, just as you 
would value a chance to witness re­
ligious ceremonies which differ from 
your own. To understand any culture 
requires some familiarity with the 
worship patterns of the people. 

Ask yourself, "If I were eight thou­
sand miles from home in a totally 
different culture, knowing no one, 
perhaps not even the language very 
well, what would I need most?" An­
swer: help on the daily routine mat­
ters. 

TEACH them how to use our 
money; go shopping with them and 
help them choose clothing suitable 
to your climate and to fit their pocket­
books; accompany them through the 
cafeteria lines helping in the choice 
of food; take them to the post office 
and explain the different kinds of 
letter-and-parcel postage; introduce 
them to the launderette; take them 
on a tour of the library and show 
them how to use it; tell them about 
the secondhand book store; and at the 
appropriate time, maybe after they 
have raised the question, discuss with 
them our "dating" customs and the 
relationship between the sexes in our 
country. These differ so drastically 
from such customs in their own coun­
tries that many of them early get the 
idea that American college students 
are highly immoral. 

During the year inform them of 
worth-while activities on campus­
lectures, musicals, exhibits, festivals, 
-which will add to their pleasure 
and make them feel a part of the 
campus family. Invite them to come 
and speak to your dormitory group or 
let them share in a typical college 
"bull session." Find out when their 
birthdays come and make "occasions" 
of them, even if it is only a coke 
party with friends at the corner store. 
But also be careful to let them be 
inconspicuous at times. 

Working through some organiza­
tion, you can arrange for all students 
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who so desire to be guests in homes 
during vacations. It is cruel to leave 
them on campus during these periods; 
for an empty college campus is as 
desolate as a jilted lover with his 
memories. Invite one or two of them 
to go home with you and arrange to 
have them presented to church 
groups, service organizations, PT A, 
etc. They might even offer to speak 
to such groups if you let them know 
they would be enthusiastically re­
ceived; but don't exploit them. 

Be sure to prime your family and 
friends to speak very slowly and 
distinctly to your guests if they come 
from a non-English-speaking country. 
This, of course, YOU have learned 
to do from your first introduction. 
If you ever find yourself getting care­
less on this point, remind yourself 
how inadequate your high-school 
French would be in trying to com­
municate with a Parisian under full 
steam, linguistically speaking. 

As a result of such a visit, if there 
is evident a congeniality and mutual 
interest, suggest to your church the 
possibility of "adopting" your guest 
while he is in this country. Such an 
"adoption" plan has been worked out 
on a large scale at Syracuse for all the 
Crusade Scholars ( Methodist Church­
sponsored) who have studied there 
for the last four years. It has been a 
very happy relationship, one that has 
brought extraordinary benefits to 
both the "adopted" and the "foster 
parents." For example, one church 
had the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
of arranging the wedding of its 
"adopted" daughter from India. 

Remember what these friends from 
overseas want most is to be inte­
grated into the student body on a par 
with other students; not to be set 
apart as museum pieces or oddities 
with no chance to share in the give­
and-take of the campus community. 
Also, they want to investigate the 
world beyond the campus; some of 
the most valuable insights to be 
gained during their stay here will not 
come via textbooks or classroom lec­
tures. 

One such insight was vocalized by 
a non-Christian student who, upon 
getting his degree, was asked, "Did 
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you get what you came for?" "Oh 
yes, indeed, and far more," he replied. 
"I gained new skills and techniques 
in my field, but I have learned some­
thing else." "And what was that?" 
asked his friend. "I have learned that 
the American people have a concern 
for others-for the individual, which 
I realize is directly related to Chris­
tianity. Christianity makes the differ­
ence!" 

Fraternity? Independent? 

(Continued from page 27) 

1. To live an independent and self­
directed life except for the college 
rules and regulations, and the cus­
toms and mores of the community. 

2. To retain control of one's time 
schedule, without regard for others. 

3. To devote one's self exclusively 
to academic affairs. 

4. To economize to the limit, know­
ing that worth-while activities and 
student affairs must be passed over. 

If I were asked to give one rule 
for the decision, I would state that 
if the individual student finds the 
fraternity or sorority which appeals 
to him as a group, with which he 
genuinely desires affiliation, and that 
seems to be mutual to the extent that 
the organization seems to want him 
just as much, I would urge that shr­
dent to pledge. If he is uncertain as 
to his feelings, his misgivings, or is 
joining just to join, then he shouldn't 
do it. 

What Will College Do? 
( Continued from page 13) 

ing, perhaps without thinking about 
it, that people who don't hold these 
values and don't behave in this par­
ticular way are therefore "wrong." 
One of the most strenuous adjust­
ments that you face when you come 
to college is that you find so many 
people who do not believe as you 
believe. You are also going to find 
that people in college will express 
themselves strenuously about what 
they think is right and wrong and you 
either have to accept what they say 
as being appropriate to them even 
though it isn't appropriate to you, or 
else get a terrific jolt to what you think 
is "right." 

The writer is not a minister, but 
a psychologist, and he has had his 
own troubles in matching his struc­
ture of values against what might be 
thought of as true Christian ethics. 
Perhaps a major lesson he has learned 
( the hard way, of course!) is that 
some of the things which are right 
for him may not be right for some­
body else. 

While college is a place to broaden 
your sense of values and to become 
somewhat more tolerant in your 
thinking, this doesn't mean that one 
should become a kind of laissez-faire 
individual. Hang on to your convic­
tions and abide by the things which, 
in the deep well-springs of your life, 
you know to be Christlike and just. 
As you do this, however , do not im­
pose these values on everyone else. 
You will find some mighty fine people 
who don't think the way you do, and 
you will lose some real friendships 
if you refuse to accept other people 
at their value of things rather than 
yours. There is a real difference be­
tween keeping your own sense of con­
victions and your own sense of Chris­
tian ethics, keeping it intact and pro­
tecting it, and in imposing this upon 
those around you. On the other hand, 
don't let others impose their values 
on you. College is truly a place where 
you may "find yourself." 
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FATHER GOD ... MAY THE STUDY LAMP BE MY BURNING CANDLE, 
THE DESK, MY ALTAR. 
MAY THESE DAYS AS A STUDENT BECOME A STEWARDSHIP OF MYSELF. 
MAY I GIVE MYSELF TO THE VOCATION OF SCHOLARSHIP, 
BECOMING A CAREFUL WORKMAN FOR THEE. 
MAY COLLEGE NOT BECOME A MERE PREPARATION FOR LIFE AND A VOCATION, 
BUT LIFE AND VOCATION ITSELF, MEANINGFUL AND WHOLE. 
GRANT THAT I MAY SEE AS SACRIFICIAL, MY STUDY, 
NOT FOR MY OWN GLORY, BUT TO THY GREATER GLORY. 

I WOULD LEARN THE ESSENTIAL THINGS WELL, 
I WOULD DESIRE TO BE OF REAL SERVICE TO THE WORLD, 
TO SEE FAME WITH COOL EYES, 
AND FAILURE WITHOUT FEAR OF REPUTATION. 
RECREATE ME SENSITIVE TO THE GREAT PROBLEMS OF MANKIND, 
TO KNOW GREAT MINDS AND INVOKE GREAT PRINCl11:E~ ~ 
LEAD ME TO GREAT TASKS WITH THE COURAGE TO PUT AWAY CHILDISH THINGS 
AND BE FILLED WITH GREAT THOUGHTS. , 
MAY THE AWARENESS OF DEJff TO PARENTS, FRIENDS, AND SOCIETY 
FOR THE COST OF MY EDUCATION 
MAKE A HUMBLE HUMAN OF ME'. 

ENCOURAGE AND REFRESH ME WHEN I COME TO THINK; .OF MY WORK AS BORESOM.I : 
DRAWN OUT1AND UNPRODUCTIVE. 
STRENGTHEN ~E~ FATHER, AS A FAITHFUL STUDENT OF THY WORD, 
TO ANSWER THEE, -
FOR THOU HAST CALLED ME INTO THY SERVICE AS A LEARNER. 

AMEN 
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