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Recognition ceremony LPHI Fellows  

LPHI held a recognition ceremony for its Fellows on the 7th at BU SPH. 
Almost half of the Fellow were present and were recognized by Associate 
Dean Harold Cox for their contributions to Public Health in Massachusetts in front of a large group 
gathered to take part in BU SPH Dean’s Seminar Series. Before the event, the Fellows joined colleagues 
from DPH and the Boston Public Health Commission in a “Pathways to Governmental Health” informal 
discussion: students from the school were able to speak to the practitioners and learn about their 
backgrounds, their current jobs, and what brought them to their present position. 

Foundations Course Graduation 

On Wednesday the 14th of September, the Foundations for Local Public Health Practice had its final 
classroom session and graduation. 39 practitioners completed the course: 60 hours of training (3 
classrooms days, 2 webinars and 16 On Your Time sessions) between April and September. They have 
shown immense commitment and dedication to their own professional development as well as to their 
public health agency or organization. Members of DPH and MHOA were on hand for the graduation 
ceremony and Claud-Alix Jacob, President of NACCHO, addressed the graduates. LPHI once again thanks 
its funders for the course: DPH OPEM, MHOA and MEHA. Also at this event, Sandy Collins was presented 
an achievement award from MEHA. 

Managing Effectively in Today’s Public Health Environment 

The Management course will be starting in mid-November of this year – we will be opening up 
registration by the end of September. We are partnering with MEHA, MHOA and MAPHN to be able to 
present the course free of charge or at minimal cost. 

New certificate in Emergency Preparedness 

Similar to the Public Health Core Certificate that the LPHI is currently offering, a new certificate in 
Emergency Preparedness is being developed. The certificate will be awarded to individuals who 
complete the require On Your Time trainings and then complete a culminating event. While the details 
of this are still being worked out with OPEM, the LPHI will have the certificate live in the spring of 2017. 

On Your Time Trainings Review 

The LPHI has begun comprehensive review of its On Your Time trainings. Along with changing the design 
of the trainings to be ADA compliant, we are adding Job Aids, updating the Facilitator’s guide and 
pre/post tests. These trainings will also be reviewed for updating of data and/or regulatory changes. 
Two modules have already been mostly completed, and prioritization of remaining trainings is based on 
input from DPH Bureaus and Offices, age of the trainings, and changes to legislation which affect the 



 

information they contain. MA PHIT trainings will resume in 2017 with Housing first and then Food after 
final regulatory changes have been formalized and the training updated to reflect these. 

LPHI Brings New Technology to Trainings 

The Instructional Designer and the Educational Technologist for the LPHI have been hard at work during 
the late summer and early fall. The Virtual Housing Inspection, part of the MA PHIT Housing course, 
allows participants to engage in a house inspection from the comfort of their own desks; the ability to 
move and look about, open up cupboards and manipulate objects such as turning on sinks and stoves. 
This technology saves time and money over an in-person training inspection, and will help prepare class 
participants for when they do live inspections with their Mentor. Additionally, the technology may be 
used in the future in other trainings or courses. 

The LPHI also unveiled a new Learning Management System (LMS) that has been developed for 
trainings. The LMS will allow for greater ease of access for LPHI students to materials, tracking of 
progress and the ability to communicate with LPHI staff, Mentors, and each other. This new LMS will be 
used for the Management course and eventually will be part of the On Your Time trainings on offer by 
the institute.  
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