Kate Neilsen
Boston University Department of English

236 Bay State Road

Boston, MA 02215

neilsenk@bu.edu 
(401) 464-1539

Education 
Ph.D. in English Literature, Boston University, Boston, MA, expected Spring 2017
M.A. in English Literature, Boston University, Boston, MA, September 2010 
B.A. in English and Music, Kenyon College, Gambier, OH, May 2006

Summa cum Laude, GPA 3.88

Research Interests

​
Nineteenth-century British fiction and poetry, history of sanitation and pollution, ecocriticism, British and American environmental literature 1800-present, gothic narratives 
Publications
“Dirty Fires: Cosmic Pollution and the Solar Storm of 1859,” 19: Interdisciplinary Studies in the Long Nineteenth Century, Special Issue: “Technologies of Fire in Nineteenth-Century British Culture,” co-editors Kate Flint and Anne Sullivan, forthcoming
“Toxic Thames: Pollution as Surplus in After London,” Victorian Review, under review
“Gerard Manley Hopkins,” coauthor with Joseph Bizup, Boston University.  The Encyclopedia of Victorian Literature, Ed. Dino Felluga, Pamela Gilbert, and Linda Hughes, Wiley-Blackwell, 2015. 
Employment
Lecturer, Department of Literary Arts and Studies, Rhode Island School of Design, 2016 – present
Writing Tutor, Writing Program, Wheelock College, 2016 – present  
Fellowships and Honors

Boston University Center for the Humanities Graduate Student Award, 2016

Christopher Dissertation Fellowship, 2015

Boston University Graduate Writing Fellowship, 2012 – 2016 

Boston University English Department Teaching Fellowship, 2010 – 2013
Boston University English Department Graduate Fellowship, 2009 – 2010

Phi Beta Kappa, Beta of Ohio Chapter, September 2006

Kenyon Distinguished Academic Scholarship, 2002 – 2006

Kenyon Saralegui Scholarship for Excellence in English Studies, 2005

Kenyon Rice Endowed Scholarship Fund for Academic Achievement, 2006
Conference Presentations
“‘England is now a garden’: Ecology, Culture, and Gender in William Morris’s News from Nowhere.”  Northeast Modern Languages Association Convention, Baltimore, MD, March 23-26, accepted.

“Bone-dust and River Meat: Living Waste in Our Mutual Friend.” Poles Apart, Melting Together: Science and the Humanities Confront the Anthropocene, Boston University, June 27, 2015.

“‘Men for ever trample upon men’: Struggling to Adapt in Richard Jefferies’s After London.” Northeast Modern Languages Association Convention, Toronto, Ontario, May 1, 2015.
“Toxic Thames: The Natural World Out of Balance in After London.”  Victorian Literature and Culture Seminar, Harvard University, December 4, 2014.

“Vampiric Landscapes and Lady Vampires: Mary Elizabeth Braddon’s Gothic Ecology in Lady Audley’s Secret.”  Monstrous Spaces in Literature and Pedagogy Graduate Conference, St. John’s University, Queens, NY, March 9, 2013. 
Teaching Experience
Courses Designed and Taught as Sole Instructor:

Rhode Island School of Design, new concentration in Nature-Culture-Sustainability


LAS-E328: Environmental Catastrophe in Fiction, Fall 2016

LAS-E329: Living Waste Lands: Trash, Energy, and Sustainability in Fiction, Spring 2017
Boston University
WR 150: Ethics and Environmentalism in American Literature, 2016, 2015, 2013 
WR 100: Ethics and Environmentalism in American Literature, 2014, 2012
EN 121: Readings in World Literature, 2013

EN 125: Readings in Modern Literature, 2012

Courses Taught as Teaching Assistant:

EN 546: The Modern American Novel, 2011

EN 175: Literature and the Art of Film, 2010 and 2011

Related Experience and Service
Education Coach, More Than Words Bookstore, September 2015 – present

Boston University Writing Program Quantitative Portfolio Assessment Assessor, June 2013 and 2015
Assistant Coordinator, Northeast Victorian Studies Association Conference, April 5-7, 2013

Research Assistant to Joseph Bizup, Boston University, 2012 
Alumni Interviewer, Kenyon College, 2007 – present 
Proficient in Latin  
