
 
Boston University Department of Medicine 

Evans Center for Implementation and Improvement Sciences 
 

Page 1 
 

Pilot Grant Program: Evans Center for Implementation and Improvement Sciences 

Request for Applications 
 

Key Dates 

Release Date:  Tuesday, April 18, 2017 

Application Deadline:  Thursday, June 15, 2017, 11:59PM EDT 

Scientific Merit Review:  June-August, 2017 

Funding Decision Date:  mid-August, 2017  

Earliest Start Date:  September 1, 2017 

 

Purpose of this RFA:  To solicit applications for pilot grant funding for innovative implementation and improvement 

sciences research. Pilot grants are intended to generate preliminary data or establish novel methodology leading to 

subsequent funding. 

 

Research Objectives:  The Center for Implementation and Improvement Sciences (CIIS) seeks projects that will improve the 

processes and outcomes of health care delivery, particularly in safety net settings. Preference will be given to applicants 

that integrate implementation and improvement sciences; pilot funding is designed to foster multidisciplinary, 

collaborative, and innovative research. For more information about implementation and improvement science please visit 

the CIIS website: http://sites.bu.edu/ciis/.   

 

Eligibility:  Applicant’s primary academic affiliation must be at Boston University.  All applicants must have faculty 

appointments.  

 

Funding Available:  Direct costs up to $15,000 may be requested. The level of funding awarded to successful applicants 

will be determined after review of the budget request and justification.  

 

Funds may be used for any purpose to support the proposed research. Pilot grants do not cover indirect costs or faculty 

salary support. Typical expenses include small equipment, patient recruitment costs, consultants, or support for 

pre/postdoctoral students, data analysts (qualitative or quantitative), or research assistants. Awards are not transferrable 

to any other institution.  

 

Funding will begin no earlier than September 1, 2017. No funding can be awarded until all relevant final approvals such as 

IRB are obtained; thus, it is recommended that applicants begin the process of seeking approvals prior to submission. 

Projects should be completed within 12 months of the award date.  

 

Review Criteria:  Applications will be reviewed and ranked for funding priority by a research review committee. Review 

criteria include:  
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 Significance of the work in terms of potential clinical and/or health impact 

 Focus on problems disproportionately affecting safety net populations 

 Innovation in applying, integrating, and advancing implementation and improvement methods in the healthcare 

setting 

 Scientific rigor of approach 

 Multidisciplinary collaboration 

 Qualifications of the research team  

 Likelihood that the project will lead to scholarly work (e.g., peer-reviewed manuscript, subsequent  funding)  

 Need for the funding  

 

Review Process:  Applications will be competitively reviewed and ranked by the CIIS review panel made up of Boston 

University faculty members, using a review process analogous to NIH study sections.  

 

How to Submit an Application:  Submissions emailed after the deadline will not be considered. Please follow NIH style 

guidelines: Arial font, size 11, ½ inch margins, single spaced. Applicants are required to submit the following in one PDF 

document to Caitlin Allen (cgallen@bu.edu) by Thursday, June 15, 2017 at 11:59PM EDT: 

 Submission checklist (cover page) 

 Specific Aims (1 page)  

 Research Plan (3 pages, include the following components): 

o Significance of problem to be addressed  

o Innovation (include a description of how the project integrates implementation and improvement 

sciences) 

o Approach (overall strategy, methodology, and analysis to achieve specific aims) 

o Plans for dissemination and future research (include a short paragraph describing how the proposed 

project will logically lead to scientific publication and/or future funding) 

 References (1 page) 

 Key Personnel and Staffing plan (1 page) 

 Biosketch of Principal Investigator(s) and key personnel  

 Budget with Budget Justification  

 

Progress Reports:  By accepting these funds, the applicant agrees to present the research plan or preliminary findings at 

an Implementation and Improvement Sciences Research in Progress meeting and acknowledge CIIS in publications arising 

from the funding. The applicant also agrees to submit a brief reports every six months throughout the duration of the 

grant period along with a final report at the end of the grant period that indicates key results including any publications, 

grant applications, and grants that resulted from the project.  

 

Where to send inquiries: We encourage inquiries concerning this RFA and welcome the opportunity to answer questions 

from potential applicants. You may seek assistance from CIIS Faculty Affiliates listed on our website 

(http://sites.bu.edu/ciis/center-organization/ciis-affiliates/). Please direct your questions to: 

 

Caitlin G. Allen, MPH, CHES 

Assistant Research Director 

Evans Center for Implementation and Improvement Sciences 

72 E. Concord Street 

Boston, MA 02118 

617-638-7281 (O) 

cgallen@bu.edu  
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